Calendar of Due Dates/Assignments

English 591

Writing in the Virtual Age

Week One (8/20-8/24):  Online meeting

Theme:  Introductions

· 8/21  (6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.)  Synchronous discussion where we’ll discuss the 
following
--Introductions to ourselves and to the class

--Discussion of technology we'll be using/experiences with technology

--Framework of the class.

We’ll be using Webboard for our on-line discussions.

Week Two (827-8/31):  On-line

Theme:  What is Online education like?  What are the issues?

· T. 8/28 (6:00 p.m.):  Read and be prepared to discuss:


“Students Distress with a Web-Based Distance Education Course” by Norika 
Hara and Rob Kling (http://www.slis.indiana.edu/CSI/wp00-01.html);  


“Online Learning Communities” by Marcy Baumann 
(http://leahi.kcc.hawaii.edu/org/tcc_conf97/pres/bauman.html);   


 “Online Communities, Self-Silencing, and Lost Rhetorical Spaces” by Kelly 
Kinney (http://english.ttu.edu/kairos/6.1/binder.html?coverweb/kinney); 
“Comparing the Success of Students Enrolled in Distance Education Courses vs.  
Face-to-Face Classrooms” by Michael K. Swan and Diane H. Jackman 
(http://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/JTS/Winter-Spring-2000/swan.html).  

· T. 8/28 (6:00 p.m.) Post to me via e-mail a 1 page reading response (see reading response assignment under Assignments)

· T. 8/28 (6 p.m. - 7 p.m.):  1 hour synchronous discussion of the issues raised in the articles.  We’ll be using Webboard.  

· F. 8/31 (5 p.m.):  You will have had a  full-bodied peer group discussion of about the issues in the articles.  (see reading group discussion assignments under Assignments)

Week Three (9/3-9/7):  On-line

Theme:  Where have we been?  Historical Contexts
· 9/4 (6:00 p.m.):  Read first half of History book.  Post to me a 1 page reading response.  

· 9/4 (6 p.m. - 7 p.m.):  1 hour synchronous discussion of book.

· 9/7 (5 p.m.):  Technoliteracy autobiography (see technoliteracy autobiography assignment)

Week Four (9/10-9/14):  On-line

Theme:  Where have we been?  Historical Contexts
· 9/11 (6:00 p.m.):  Read the second half of the History book
· 9/11 (6:00 p.m.) Post a reading response to me via e-mail.

· 9/11 (6 p.m. - 7 p.m.):  1 hour synchronous discussion of articles.

· 9/14 (5 p.m.):  You will have had a full-bodied peer group discussion of questions about the book.(see reading group discussion assignments)

Week Five (9/17-9/21):  Face-to-Face

Theme:  Introduction to the three areas/paths(as they are seen by professionals in the field of computers and composition)

· 9/18 (5:00 p.m.):  Read and be prepared to discuss the following articles: 

"Online Editing, Mark-up Models and the Workplace Lives of Editors and Writers" by David K. Farkas and Steven E. Poltrock in Electronic Literacies

"Issues of Written Literacy" by Jennie Dautermann and Patricia Sullivan in Electronic Literacies

“Preparing for the White Rabbit and Taking it on the Neck” by Lynn Veach Sadler in Professional Writing in Context (packet)
· 9/18 (5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.):  Meet in class face-to-face and discuss the following items:

--Comparison of face-to-face, synchronous, and asynchronous discussions.  Problem solving, issue raising, evaluation.

--Discussion of the three paths/sharing of experiences with the paths.  

--Create a list of key questions that you have about job paths.

--Analyze/discuss the articles.

--Touch on the major paper project.

· 9/21 (5 p.m.):  With your peer group members, you will have collaboratively created a set of guidelines for on-line discussions.  

Week Six (9/24-9/28):  Online

Theme:  Teaching writing with technology

· 9/25 (6:00 p.m.):   Read and be prepared to discuss the following articles:





“Strategies for Helping Liberal Arts Students Become 





More Active Learners Online”  by Richard Cain 





(http://www.press.umich.edu/jep/06-01/cain.html);





“Staying Human in the Digital Age” by Lawrence J.





Clark (http://english.ttu.edu/kairos/1.2/index.html).  This 





Article is listed under “Features.”;





“On the Relationship between Old and New Technologies” 





by Christina Haas 






(http://corax.cwrl.utexas.edu/cac/archives/v16/16_2_html/16_2_feature.html)





“From a High-tech to a Low-tech Classroom” by Charles





Moran


(http://corax.cwrl.utexas.edu/cac/archives/v15/15_1_html/15_1_Features.html).

· 9/25 (6:00-7:00 p.m.):  1 hour synchronous discussion of articles.

· 9/27 (1-2 p.m.):  1 hour synchronous discussion with expert in teaching

· 9/30 (5 p.m.):  A three page paper summarizing the key issues of this path and raising questions (see 3 page summary/response assignments under “Assignments.”)

Week Seven (10/1-10/5):  Online

Theme: Editing/Publishing using technology

· T. 10/92 (6:00 p.m.):  Read and be prepared to discuss the following:

"The Economic Quandry" by Brian Hayes in packet

“The Role of Publishers in the Digital Age”  by Susan Driscoll

(http://cause-www.colorado.edu/pub/er/review/reviewArticles/30344.html)

“Electronic Journals:  The Grand Information Future?”  by Mike Sosteric

(http://www.sociology.org/content/vol002.002/sosteric.html)

“Types of Publishers” (short piece)

(http://www.netread.com/howto/publisher/?article=types.htm)

“The Publishing Process”  (short piece)

(http://www.netread.com/howto/publisher/index.htm?article=process%2Ehtm)

“How a Publishing Empire is Changing Higher Education” by Goldie Bulmenstyk

(packet)

· T. 10/2 (6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.):  1 hour synchronous discussion of the articles.

· F. 10/5 (5:00 p.m.):  You will have engaged in an asynchronous discussion with Michael Greer, an expert in the field of editing/publishing.
· Su. 10/7 (5 p.m.):  A three page paper summarizing the key issues of this path and raising questions (see 3 page summary/response assignments under “Assignments.”)

Week Eight (10/8-10/12):  Online

Theme: Technical Writing/Communication using technology
· T. 10/9 (6:00 p.m.):  Read and be prepared to discuss the following:




“Fundamentals of Effective Technical Writing” by Gary




Blake and Robert Bly (packet)




“Diary of a Tech Writer” by Elna Tymes (packet) a short piece




“Working Across Methodological Interfaces” by Patricia Sullivan




and James Porter in Electronic Literacies in the Workplace



“The Role of Law, Policy, and Ethics in Corporate Composing”




by James Porter (packet)




“Postmodern Practice:  Perspectives and Prospects” by Richard C.




Freed (packet)




“Writing in High-Tech Firms” by Don Samson (packet)

· T. 10/9 (6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.):  1 hour synchronous discussion of articles

· F. 10/12 (5 p.m.):   You will have engaged in an asynchronous discussion with expert in the field of technical communications. 
· S. 10/14:  A three page paper summarizing the key issues of this path and raising questions (see 3 page summary/response assignments under “Assignments.”)
Week Nine (10/15-10/19):  Online

Theme: Issues:  Copyright and intellectual property

· T. 10/16 (6:00 p.m.): Read and be prepared to discuss the following:



“Toward Shared Control of Distance Education” by Gail Chambers 




(packet)




“Copyright Endurance and Change”  by Georiga K. Harper 




(http://www.press.umich.edu/jep/07-01/harper.html)




“Ask the Lawyer” Make sure that you read all of the links that are 



listed to the right in the box on that side.  That’s where you’ll find 




the heart of these reading.




(http://www.raycomm.com/techwhirl/lawyer.html)




“The Unseen Other of Intellectual Property Law” by TyAnna




Herrington




(http://english.ttu.edu/kairos/2.1/features/browning/index.html)

· T 10/16 (6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.):  1 hour synchronous discussion of articles.

· T 10/16 (6:00 p.m.):  Post to me via e-mail a one page reading response to the articles.

· F. 10/19 (5:00 p.m.):  You will have engaged in a full-bodied peer group discussion of the articles.

Week Ten (10/22-10/26):  Online

Theme:  Issues:  Writing for Audiences

· T. 10/23 (6:00 p.m.)  Read and be prepared to discuss the following:



“Skills You’ll Need” by Jon Samsel and Darryl Wimberley 




in Writing for Interactive Media



“Reader as User” by Karen Chauss




http://english.ttu.edu/kairos/1.2/index.html (My computer keeps 



crashing when I try to directly link to the Kairos sites.  I find that




I need to open my browser, type in “English.ttu.edu/kairos,




Click on the “Issue Archives” on the left side of the screen and 




Select the issue in which the article is listed.  This one is in 




Issue 1.2.)




“Analyzing the Manual User” by Gretchen Holstein Schoff 




(packet)




“Inventing the Virtual User” by Thierry Bardini (packet)

· T 10/23 (6:00 p.m.):  Post a one page reading response to me via e-mail.

· F 10/26 (5:00 p.m.):  You will have engaged in a full-bodied peer group discussion about the articles.

Week Eleven (10/29-11/2):  Online

Theme:  Issues:  Document Design

· T. 10/30 (6:00 p.m.):  Read and be prepared to discuss the following:



“Monitoring Order” by Anne Wysocki 




http://english.ttu.edu/kairos/3.2/index_f.html



(My computer keeps crashing when I try to directly link to the 



Kairos sites.  I find that I need to open my browser, type in 




“English.ttu.edu/kairos, click on the “Issue Archives” on the left 



side of the screen and select the issue in which the article is listed.  ]


This one is in issue 3.2.)




“Embedded Visuals” by Tonya Browning 




(http://english.ttu.edu/kairos/2.1/index_f.html)




My computer keeps crashing when I try to directly link to the 



Kairos sites.  I find that




I need to open my browser, type in “English.ttu.edu/kairos,




Click on the “Issue Archives” on the left side of the screen and 




Select the issue in which the article is listed.  This one is in Issue




2.1.)




“Fleeting Issues” by Gail Hawisher and Patricia Sullivan




(packet)




“The Seven Cs of Interactive Design”  by  Joan Huntley and 




Joan Latchaw (packet)

· T. 10/30 (6:00 p.m.):  Post via e-mail to me a one page reading response on these articles.

· F 11/2 (5:00 p.m.):  You will have engaged in an asynchronous discussion with an expert on document design.  

Week Twelve( 11/5-11/9):  Online

Theme:  Issues:  Changing Writers/readers/texts

· T. 11/6 (6:00 p.m.):  Read and be prepared to discuss the following:



“Homer to Cyberbard, What’s the Difference” by




Jon Samsel and Darryl Wimberley in Writing for Interactive




Media




“Phase I:  Interviews with Writers and Readers” by Christine




Barabas (packet)




“Stories and Maps”  by Johndan Johnson-Eilola







(http://english.ttu.edu/kairos/1.1/index.html)




(My computer keeps crashing when I try to directly link to the 



Kairos sites.  I find that




I need to open my browser, type in “English.ttu.edu/kairos,




Click on the “Issue Archives” on the left side of the screen and 




Select the issue in which the article is listed.  This one is located in




Issue 1.1.)

· T.  11/6 (6:00 p.m.):  Post a one page reading response to me via e-mail.
· T. 11/6 (6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.):  1 hour synchronous discussion of articles.
· F 11/9 (5:00 p.m.):  You will have met with me to discuss your final project.  I’ll be posting conference times for you to sign up for.
Week Thirteen (11/12-11/16):  Online

Theme:  What should we be teaching in College-level writing classes?

· T. 11/13 (6:00 p.m.):  Read and be prepared to discuss the following:



“Informational Multimedia, Education, and Training” by 




Jon Samsel and Darryl Wimberly in Writing for Interactive




Media



“Gaining Electronic Literacy” by Nancy Allen in 




Electronic Literacies in the Workplace




“Networking Technology in the Classroom” by Craig Hansen in




Electronic Literacies.

· T 11/13 (6:00 p.m.):  Post a one page reading response to me via e-mail.
· T. 11/13 (6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.):  1 hour synchronous discussion of articles.
· F 11/16 (5:00 p.m.):  A topic proposal for your project sent to me via e-mail.
Week Fourteen (11/19-11/23):  Online

Theme:  Technology/Literacy Connection:  Why Should We Care?

· 11/20 (6:00 p.m.):  Read Selfe's book and post a 1 page reading response to me via e-mail.  
· 11/20 (6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.):  1 hour synchronous online discussion of Selfe's book.
Week Fifteen:  (11/26-11/30):  Optional Face-to-Face Meeting/Online
· 11/27 (5 p.m. - 7 p.m.):  Optional in-class writing workshop day.  I'll be there to help you with any problems you might have, to read through parts of your paper, and to answer any questions.  

· 11/28 (5 p.m.):  Send your paper to your peer for comments.

· 11/30 (5 p.m.):  Send your peer's paper back to him/her with comments using either Microsoft Word or CommonSpace comments function.  

Week Sixteen:  (12/3-12/5):  Face-to-Face Meeting/Presentations Day

· 12/4 (5 p.m.):  Final projects are due

· 12/4 (5 p.m. - 7 p.m.):  Face-to-face meeting where you'll each present your project.  Please bring a snack to share.  

