English 532

Reading Responses

Assignment length:  At least 1 page double-spaced and no more than two pages double-spaced.  

Method of turning in:  E-mail the instructor and attach the file as a Microsoft Word 5.1 or higher document for Pentium process (i.e. a PC or an IBM-compatible machine)

Grading:  Each reading response is worth two points.  There will be 8 reading responses but you are only required to turn in 7.  Thus, the total points for the reading responses is 14 points.

Description of assignment:  After having completed the reading that is assigned for the week, write a one page response which addresses the key issues that were raised in the readings.  A reading response is not a pure summary of the readings;  instead, it shows that you have read the readings and have begun to make them your own.  In other words, a reading response shows that you are thinking through/questioning/critiquing the ideas presented in the readings.  They are not meant to "test" to see if you did the reading;  they are meant for you to use writing to extend your understanding of the significance of the readings.  

The reason I've requested that you keep the reading responses short is because there if value in learning how to succinctly and concisely address an issue in writing.  Typically, published responses to articles or book reviews are fairly short documents.  Hence, I'm asking you to practice getting to the point in a quick and succinct way.  

In the reading responses you may do any of the following:

· Analyze a key issue that is of particular importance to you and your work and discuss what the readings have to say about it along with your response to the readings.

· Compare a reading to the other readings for that week or to readings we've done earlier in the semester.

· Show an instantiation of a point that is made in one of the articles/readings and analyze it.

· Critique the readings by asking question, bringing in other sources, or citing your personal experiences.

· Write a book review/article review for a publication in the field.

Evaluation:

I will evaluate your work based on the following criteria:

· Is the issue you've selected a key one to the readings? 

· Do you provide us with enough summary so that we understand the larger context of the article/reading from which the key point/idea/topic came from?  In other words, have you given us information about what the general gist of the article/reading was so that we understand where the point you focus on fits in?  For example, if I want to focus on Hawisher, et al's argument about hypertext, I need to point out that this idea is explained inside the context of a larger, comprehensive history of teaching writing with computers. 

· Does your reading response show that you have clearly extended your understanding of the articles/readings rather than just merely summarizing what happened? 

· Would your reading response be useful to someone who hadn't read the book/article?  Does it contribute something to the current conversation about these issues? 

