English 591

Final Project Assignment

Fall 2001

Assignment Length:  The length of this assignment will vary, depending on the project you plan to undertake.  The basic requirements for the project are that it be an in-depth exploration of one of the three paths/areas that you are interested in and that its methods/means/format fit with your audience/goals/path.  The actual length of the assignment will be discussed in the mandatory conferences we’ll have in the latter half of the semester.

Method of Turning In:  You will present this project on the final day of class (12/4).  This project will be turned in at that time.  It is due at 5 p.m.on December 4, 2001.

Grading:  The project is worth 35 points.  

Description:  This project asks you to expand/revise/rethink one of the three thought papers you have written in this course.  Each thought paper focused on one of the three paths.  Here, you will select the path you are most interested in learning more about and devising a project that will help you explore the path more thoroughly.  The purpose of the project is to allow you to learn more about a path and to produce a text that will be useful to you as you venture into a career. The key requirement for this final project is that you focus on or engage with virtual writing/writing through or with technologies in those fields.  Another requirement is that you engage with outside sources to help you build your ideas, create your project, and evaluate your success.  While this does not have to be a traditional research essay, I do require that you do research so that your project reflects and acknowledges current thinkers/theories in the field.

The type of project you chose will be based on the path you select and the kind of writing that is appropriate/accepted in that field. 

There are many different ways that you might want to take this project.  Here are just a few examples, but please do not feel limited by this list:

· A scholarly paper which explores the impact of distance education on types of writing assignments in the first year writing class.

· A webpage that introduces new technical writers to the changes that virtual technology are having on writing technical manuals.  

· A technical manual

· The shell of an on-line writing course

· An article that explores the trends in publishing, compares non-profit with commercial publishing houses

· A useful website for teachers interested in exploring online learning.

I encourage you to select a project that will be useful to you in the future.  Rather than seeing this as a class assignment only, I’d like you to select a project which will help you in the future.

Evaluation:

I will evaluate your project based upon the following criteria:

· The appropriateness of the format/content to the field that you’re working in.

· The usefulness of the project to those in the field (to the specific audience you’re focusing on)

· The in-depth-ness of the project.  It should demonstrate critical thinking, knowledge of key arguments/works/thinkers in the field as well as showing that you have gained new knowledge throughout the semester.  In other words, this project should not be something that you could have done before you began the course.  It needs to be intimately based on what you’ve learned in the course.

· The ways in which you’ve effectively integrated outside sources.  They will be used to help guide your thinking, support your arguments, etc.  

