English 591

Writing in the Virtual Age

Editing/Technical Writing/Teaching Papers

Fall 2001

Assignment Length/Requirements:  3-5 double-spaced typed pages.  The voice of these papers will be more formal, more academic.

Method of Turning in Assignment:  You will e-mail me this assignment as an attached file saved in Microsoft 5.1 or higher and as an PC/IBM/Pentium compatible document.

Grading:  You will receive 10 points for each paper.

Description:  Write a 3-5 page paper that summarizes/critiques/questions the issues raised in our readings/our online discussions/our expert discussions.  You will focus each paper on one of the three paths we are working with this semester.

The purpose of these papers is to offer you an opportunity to think through the issues we brought up about each of the three paths and for you to ponder further upon the questions you’d still have and would like to explore.  These papers are not intended to be summaries—i.e. “this happened in our discussion and then this . . .”  Rather, you will assume that the person reading this paper participated in the discussion and does not need a 10:00 o’clock news report of it, but wants to hear how you have come to understand the issues raised in the discussions and what kinds of questions these discussions raised for you.  

You will want to address some of the following areas in these papers:

· What do you see as the key issues/debates in the field?

· What are the areas you’d be excited to explore?

· Who are the key thinkers?  What do  you think of them?

· What gaps have you identified in the field?

· What connections do you see between the fields we’re looking at?

· What were you surprised about?

You will expand one of these papers for your final project.

Evaluation:  I will evaluate each paper based on the following:

· How engaged and in-depth your observations are.

· How clear your understanding of and usage of the discussions/readings are.

· If the issues raised here could lead to a larger project.

· If the paper addresses some of the questions listed above.

