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Fast Strategy Slow Strategy 



Measures: 
Working at a job – 

Going out – Dating – 

Driving – Alcohol use 

– Sexual activity 

Social Context Indicators: 
Life expectancy – Teen birth rate – 

College enrollment – Pathogen 

prevalence – Internet use – Homework – 

Extracurricular activities - Violent crime 

 

  
 
 

 



  

Figure 1: 
Percentage of US 

12th graders who 

have a driver’s 

license, who have 

ever tried alcohol, 

who ever go out on 

dates, and who work 

for pay, 1976-2016 

 
(3-year centered 

moving average with 

standard errors) 



 

“Adolescents were more likely to participate in 

adult activities when, as young children, the 

average family size was larger (and thus 

parental investment in each child lower), life 

expectancy was lower, pathogen prevalence 

was higher, and median household income 

was lower” (10). 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 



 

mental-health crisis

 



The Washington Post gets credit for making an effort to 

accurately summarize the study and discuss its limitations. 

 
Otherwise, the media was too quick to make far-reaching, 

apocalyptic statements not fully justified by the research. 
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