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Leads 
The “Lead” is the portion before the table of contents in a Wikipedia article. The lead is 

particularly important since it sets up the article’s purpose and provides the basic information 

about what the article’s topic is. However, pinning down what exactly should go here is 

particularly difficult.  

 

It is often useful to start your bold edits with the lead since this will open questions about the 

content focus, structure, and purpose of the article, which will help guide your remaining 

interventions and may provide you with questions or concerns that you would like to present to 

potential editors in the talk page.  

Wikipedia Pages 

WP:MOS/Lead 

Writing a better article/Leads 

Major Issues 

1. Article Focus 

 
Some leads don’t adequately address the actual focus of the article they’re for. In the examples 

below,   

 

Example: Beekeeper – The Beekeeper article’s lead focused more on the honey bee as a 

species rather than on beekeepers. 

 

Before 

“A beekeeper is a person who keeps honey bees. Honey bees produce commodities such as 

honey, beeswax, pollen, propolis, and royal jelly, while some beekeepers also raise queens and 

other bees to sell to other farmers and to satisfy scientific curiosity. Beekeepers also use 

honeybees to provide pollination services to fruit and vegetable growers. Many people keep 

bees as a hobby. Others do it for income either as a sideline to other work or as a commercial 

operator. These factors affect the number of colonies maintained by the beekeeper.” 

 

After 

“A beekeeper is a person who keeps honey bees. Beekeepers are also called honey farmers, 

apiarists, or less commonly, apiculturists (both from the Latin apis, bee; cf. apiary). The term 

beekeeper refers to a person who keeps honey bees in beehives, boxes, or other receptacles. 
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Honey bees are not domesticated, and the beekeeper does not control the creatures. The 

beekeeper does not control the creatures. The beekeeper owns the hives or boxes and 

associated equipment. The bees are free to forage or leave (swarm) as they desire. Bees 

usually return to the beekeeper’s hive as the hive presents a clean, dark, sheltered home.” 

 

Example: Desilo – Here, the lead focused on the geographical location rather than the 

archaeological discoveries found there -- which is what the article mostly covers and is what 

makes Desilo notable. 

 

Before  

“Desilo is a small valley in southern Bosnia and Herzegovina, located near the Neretva river and 

the Croatian border. Archeological investigations in a small lake there in 2007 led to interesting 

finds of Illyrian boats. Desilo was in antiquity probably connected with the Neretva via Lake 

Hutovo Blato. References to the Neretva can be traced as far back as ancient times. In the era 

of ancient Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Neretva was known as Narenta, Narona and Naro(n), 

and was home to the ancient Illyrian tribes of the Ardiaei and the Daorsi. The river Neretva 

provided them life, turning them into town builders, shop makers, seafarers and fishermen that 

were renowned in ancient times.”  

 

After 

“Desilo is an underwater archaeological site in southern Bosnia and Herzegovina, located near 

the Neretva (or Narenta) river and the Croatian border. The site was first discovered in the late 

20th century, but Desilo’s history can be traced as far back as ancient times. Investigations by a 

University of Mostar archaeological team in 2007 uncovered many sunken boats at the bottom 

of the small lake in Desilo valley. The archeologists believe these boats to be Illyrian ships, 

dating back to the first and second centuries B.C. Further excavations in 2008 by University of 

Oslo archaeologists found evidence suggesting that Desilo was an Illyrian trading post. These 

archaeological findings are significant because they are the first known discovery of Illyrian 

ships. Additionally, Desilo functioning as a trading centre suggests there were peaceful 

interactions between the Illyrians and the Romans.”  

 

2. Length, Clarity of Focus, and Repetition 

 
 

A lead is meant to summarize the content in an article. An extremely long or short lead is a 

pretty good indicator that the lead needs to be worked on. It also should not include information 

that is not found elsewhere in the article. 

 

Example: Podcast – This article’s lead was overly long and needed to be trimmed to maintain 

clarity and satisfy Wikipedia’s MOS. 
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Before -- this lead is obviously too long. In these cases, you usually need to push this 

information down into the article.  

 

 

 

 

After 
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---- 

 

Example: Magic: The Gathering Pro Tour (Before + After) – This lead has historical information 

that was repeated directly afterwards. Additionally, the final paragraph states information that is 
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already available in the table in the “Best Performers” section, as well as not being suitable for 

introducing the Pro Tour as an overall topic. 
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