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Flow of Community Editing  
How do wikipedians edit? We have to understand some of the flow of community editing to 

understand how to intervene. This handout is to provide you with some examples of community 

editing in order to highlight some good practices for you to use while engaging and working with 

other editors, as well as how to provide space for other editors to work alongside and after you.  

Policy Pages 

WP:Conduct  

Aspects to consider: 

1. What gets worked on and when?  

 
 

Some articles will be stalled for years with very few edits made, while others are constantly 

being edited. Sometimes certain things and events will spur the editing process.  

 

Example: Psychologist Before + After 

The early edit structure that was put in place and the content that was “left” after moving it to 

another article caused this article to stall. It just didn’t have room for other editors to come in. 

It needed a large overhaul of the content and structure to get it to move forward even though 

it's a high interest article.  

 

Example: It (novel) Before + After 

This article gained a lot of new editors after the new It movie came out. Because of this, the 

article did move forward significantly, but was subject to some fancruft.  

2. When certain editors care a lot 

 
 

Some editors care a lot about an article and that can lead to them policing it, or having a 

problem with other editors coming in to work on it.   

 

Example: Cats in Ancient Egypt (before + after + article history) 

Here, an editor came in to begin working on it and an active editor on the page saw someone 

working on it which spurred them to come and make a lot of large changes. 
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Example: Ghost Hunting Before + After + Talk Page 

A student went to the talk page first (which is what they were supposed to do) but an active 

editor came in and gave sources for the student to look at (WP:FRINGE, etc), but they didn’t 

really see eye to eye on a lot of issues. This obstructs positive change on the article because it’s 

not any one editor’s article. 
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3. Community Examples of Developmental Editing 

 
 

Some articles need a large overhaul of content (developmental edits) and when editors begin to 

work together to make those large changes, the article often becomes much better than it could 

have with just one editor. In the two examples below, student edits and proposed edits caused 

active editors on those pages to come in and help with a large developmental edit that the 

article needed to improve.  

 

Example: Energy transition (before seen below + after = 2nd image) 

Editor integrating some of NShair’s Edits + Following edit reorganizing 
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Example: Hobby (Before + After) -- These edits, done months after a student editor worked on 

the article in March 2019, are examples of volunteer-supplied developmental editing. 
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4. Marginal Editing 

 
 

Sometimes an article just needs to be cleaned up in the form of marginal edits. These edits 

don’t change the content or organization of the article but go in and clean up the sentence-level 

issues found.  

 

Example: Aid effectiveness (Before + After) — Aid Effectiveness Revision Comparison 

 

Before 

 
After 

 
 

 

 

 

5. The relationship between articles 
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Certain articles have two articles that relate to each other, including some content that might 

contradict.  

● For example, see this article on Crystallite (as it stood in 2020). There is a relationship 

here between this article and the article on Grain Boundaries.  

● Christian Prayer - While this is an obviously important topic, with an incredible amount of 
content that could be included, by 2022 it had been taken over by sections on “types of 
prayer” with little clear space for other kinds of information. The result was that 
contributors were placing information into the lead in an unclear way.  This organization 
was set in place in part by the original structure in 2011, which focused mostly on types 
of prayer (the sections not under “types of prayer” remain largely about types of prayer). 
To move forward, structure needs to be added to make space for other information 
about Christian prayer.  

 

 

6. Our project in the view of community editing 

 
 

Our task is to work within this flow of editing to help transform articles and facilitate future editing 

so that, even if our articles aren’t where they should be at the end of the project, they have a 

path to be great down the road.  

 

In many cases, the best work will be done on an article AFTER you’re finished. For example: 

 

Energy Transitions:  In this case, the most important edits came after the student’s edits. The 

student left it at in this state. Then another editor came to work on it here.   

 

Imposter syndrome: similar in this case: before student work, after, then after more edits from 

others) 
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