The television show Twin Peaks, like many other shows both old and new, has its own
section on the popular Internet forum Reddit called a subreddit. On the subreddit, fans of the
show discuss all sorts of things about the show. They talk about their favorite characters, their
favorite scenes, the deaths of beloved actors from the show, dressing up as characters from the
show, and much more. Most importantly, however, they talk about theories. The subreddit
highly encourages its users to discuss theories about where the characters of the show will end
up after the events of the story.

When you dive into the subreddit, it becomes very simple to come to this conclusion.
Everything about the posts regarding that kind of theory indicates that they are by far the most
encouraged kinds of posts. They routinely have the highest percentages of upvotes, which is
Reddit’s way of rewarding people for posting what is desired. They consistently have the largest
amounts of comments compared to other types of posts, and, among those comments, many
are of gratitude for the original poster exposing the commenter to a new theory that they may
not have seen, showing that the fanbase wants to have these kinds of discussions. Finally, these
theoretical posts by far have the highest amounts of different individuals taking place in the
conversations, indicating that more people are drawn to and want this kind of content on the
subreddit.

Take, for example, this linked post, a post in which the user speculates what the events
of the show mean for what happens to the characters after the show. In this specific theory, the
essential part of the theory is that everybody in one universe dies, but everyone in the main
universe lives.

But then the Lodge's plan works, Laura's connection with that house is so strang that it invokes the spirit of
Laura Palmer in Carrie Page, which then lures Judy into the artfical dimension. Once Laura hears Judy call her
name, she releases the horrifying scream that destroys the universe and Judy, Cooper, and Carrie along with t

To help you understand the context of this theory, you only really need to understand a
few basic things. The Lodge is an otherworldly home to spirits. Laura Palmer is a person created
by benevolent spirits in the lodge in order to defeat the malevolent spirits of the lodge. Judy is
the leader of the evil spirits, and tries to destroy Laura Palmer before Laura defeats her. In the
show’s main universe, Judy is successful. However, the benevolent spirits of the Lodge use a
man named Cooper to hide Laura in another universe before she is killed, taking on the name
Carrie Page to hide her from Judy. In the final episode of the show, Cooper then leads Carrie
Page to the house that was Laura Palmer’s in the original universe, which causes her to scream.
The user who posted this is speculating on what that scream means for the characters involved.


https://www.reddit.com/r/twinpeaks/comments/6ybyjy/s3e18_my_finale_theory_that_offers_a_dianecooper/

Though this may not make sense to those unaware of the events of Twin Peaks, merely
knowing that the post is one detailing a theory about the characters will be enough to
determine that this kind of post is one liked and encouraged by the subreddit. As shown in the
screenshots below, this post has 635 upvotes, and, more importantly, a 97% upvote rate,
among the highest percentage of any post on the subreddit.
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A large approval rating isn’t all that this post has going for it, however. It also has an
astounding 220 comments, putting it among the most commented on posts in the entire
subreddit. Of those comments, more than 70 are distinct comments by different individuals,
many of which went on to create lengthy discussion, such as the most upvoted comment,

shown below. This particular comment garnered 22 comments in response, some of which are
also shown below. This is a high number of responses for the subreddit and isn’t generally seen
on posts about things other than theories. Also worth mentioning is that the most popular
comment of the this post received more upvotes and responses than most full posts on the
subreddit receive. Of those comments that did not begin their own discussions, many were
expressing gratitude.

[-] yrevveryglad 220 points 1 month ago® (last edited 1 month age

i love this theory but i think cooper made it out. re: cooper and diane's weird kiss in the sheriff's dept- coop asking
her if she remembers everything is because when naido turns into her it's actually her returning from the richard &
linda alternate timeline, even though we only see the red room beforehand. coop sees her and is overjoyed because it
means they've already won , he stops time because he knows the timeline's about to reset and everyone might
dissapear because he's already gone back in time to save laura and defeated judy in the alternate timeline (2 birds with
1 stone) at that moment of realization he becomes "infinite coop” w/ his face superimposed on the screen
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[—] KarlosHungus26 37 points 1 month ago
spot on about diane returning from the richard & linda timeline.
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[-] yrevveryglad 20 points 1 month ago
thanks. didn't occur to me until the rewatch. "do you remember everything?" such a weird moment.
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https://www.reddit.com/r/twinpeaks/comments/6ybyjy/s3e18_my_finale_theory_that_offers_a_dianecooper/dmmicpn/

[-] booyamachine 19 points 1 month ago
This is great, you've really got me thinking.

Wouldn't this put Diane in a loop of sorts?

Sheriff's Office -> Inn -> Meet Coop at Glastonbury -> Hop Timelines -> Have Sex with Coop -> Back to Sheriff's
office

Hence, the 2nd Diane we see at the motel? Is Diane continuously initiating the Richard/Linda note over and over to set
Coop on the right course? Maybe the change in the motel is actually time progressing and the 2 Dianes have been
living this over and over? It would certainly explain her strange mood. HOLY FUCK!
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[-] stOneskull 3 points 1 month ago

that place where coop was outside of time and space where he sees a floating major briggs.. what's naido?
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[-] jabberwokka 5 points 1 month ago

Naido is Diane, that's where Dopple Coop stashed her. She managed to escape when she flipped the switch and
got sent into space
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The data for this post shows that it is exactly the kind of content that the users of the
Twin Peaks subreddit encourage and enjoy. The high percentage of upvotes shows that the
users like the post and want to see more, and the high number of comments and responses to
the comments show that the users of the subreddit love to get involved in conversations about
the various theories fans come up with regarding what happens to the characters after the
events of the show.

The above post alone is hardly enough to say anything for certain, but it is far from the
only post of its kind to receive this kind of support from the users of the subreddit. Another

post, partially shown below, will also demonstrate just how much the users encourage exactly
this kind of post.

One small supposition explains a lot; when you create a tulpah, you lose that part of yourself. Cooper gave up his
childhood innocence and intuition, the gualities most obviously embodied by Dougie, and this explains Coop’s lack
of certainty throughout P18. Meanwhile, original Dougie gambled and got prostitutes: Doppler gave up pleasure
(or a better holding word, maybe satisfaction). After all, Doppler is never satisfied in The Return, despite his
‘want'. This also explains his difference from the highly eccentric Doppler we saw at the end of season 2.
Though this post and the theory within is also hard to understand without watching and
absorbing the show itself, the basic takeaway for the theory is that a very important character
in the show has given up a part of himself, and will therefore be changed forever after the
events of the show. The way that the character did this was by creating a kind of copy of
himself, otherwise known as a tulpah within the world of the show.
Much like the other example post, this one too was given a large amount of support.
The below screenshots show that this particular post has a 95% upvote rate, once again very
high for the subreddit. Additionally, it has over 150 upvotes. Though this may seem like a low
number compared to the other post, it is worth keeping in mind that, because the current
season of the show has ended, the number of active users on the subreddit has dropped,


https://www.reddit.com/r/twinpeaks/comments/760p8o/all_very_simple_but_very_compelling_explanation/
https://www.reddit.com/r/twinpeaks/comments/760p8o/all_very_simple_but_very_compelling_explanation/

making the 150 upvotes more impressive than they would be while the show was currently
airing.
5 ALL
[All] Very simple but very compelling explanation to C's strange P18 behaviour (and Doppler's
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behaviour throughout the season). Someone come tell me why this is obviously wrong?
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This post was also able to get a large amount of comments, over 80 in total. During my
period of observation, this was the post with the highest number of comments by several
dozen. Nearly 30 different users started their own comment chains, many of which again
sparked further conversations about the original post, such as this one. Though the 6 child
comments posted in response to this one might also seem small compared to the other post, it
bears repeating that the show itself is currently in an off-season, and subreddits based around
television shows do tend to experience a drop in participation during those times. Though that
detracts from the raw numbers on posts all across the subreddit, this post and others like it still
consistently get the highest levels of discussion and the greatest percentage of upvotes.

In this post, the three comments that got the most upvotes were, unsurprisingly, all
appreciative and encouraging towards the user who originally posted the theory to begin with.
That these kinds of comments are rated so highly on posts like this, sometimes even more so
than comments that directly seek to further the discussion about the theory or theories
themselves, is indicative of the encouragement that the wider audience of the subreddit wants
to give to those users that are thinking about posting. They want that kind of content, and their
actions on the subreddit and responses to this sort of comment reflect that.

Though theoretical posts continuously receive support as they are posted on the
subreddit, it is also worth considering the fact that theoretical posts have also landed spots
among the top 100 posts on the subreddit of all time, including spot 59, spot 81, and spot 91. At
first glance, it may not seem like those scores are too impressive, but it is important to keep in
mind that, because of the way reddit works, quick-to-digest content such as a single picture are
more likely to get large amounts of upvotes and thus achieve higher score placements.

Substantive posts, such as theoretical posts about the show, however, do eventually
start to make their way into the top posts of all time, as can be seen by the linked posts above.
Substantive in this case meaning that the posts themselves actually spark and fuel
conversations between users in the comments, rather than a collection of one-off joke

comments or references/injokes about the show.

Among the top 100 posts on the subreddit you can also find a meme specifically asking
for more theoretical posts (shown below). In the comments of that post, the support and desire
for more theories on the subreddit can clearly be seen. Even on a sort of meta post about the

subject, people post theories, and then other users on the subreddit upvote those comments
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and go on to talk to them about the theories. This goes to show that people really to want to
see them, even if they don’t always make it to the top of the subreddit as easily as other forms

of content, such as the image below.

Looking through the subreddit’s posts, both old and new, will yield more and more posts
that reinforce the idea that the subreddit encourages discussions about where the characters
will be after the events of the show. A recent post about who a certain character is searching
for and what that search leaves him as after the show ends got 20 comments and a 90% upvote
rate. A theory posted several months ago about where the character Audrey will be after the

show ends (which, interestingly, turned out to be correct as of the final episode) reached over
200 comments with a 93% upvote rate.

Dozens of other theoretical posts just like these have gotten similar numbers for months
on end. Just like the posts I've already described, the comments there will be of a similar type -
either thanking the original poster for exposing them to the theory or trying to further the
discussion about the theory. The encouragement the posts and comments receive time and
time again both in the form of upvotes and responses has kept other theorists posting, and it
seems likely that it will continue to cause that for a long time in the future. With that in mind, |
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plan to do my part to encourage them to keep posting theories about what the characters are
up to now, both due to my membership on the subreddit and to satisfy my own curiosity.



