7-31-06
Pre-class jibber-jabber

We are all talking about music and the group Breaking Benjamin

Rich says, "nifty web site (http://hollywoodrecords.go.com/breakingbenjamin/)"

Final papers - questions
Rich says, "So, papers coming around?"
Gillian says, "[to Rich] It's coming, but I am still working on it"
Alec says, "they're coming...brain spaz once in awhile, but they're coming"
Rich says, "Well, you're in good shape--still have 7 days."
Rich says, "reading a draft from Barbara this evening."

Video projects

Rich says, "Has the video producing informed your thinking in some way on the paper/projects?"
CynthiaM [to Rich]: "not really for me since my topics are so different for the two.
Rich says, "which can be good, Cynthia, so that you don't get burned out on one"
CynthiaM [to Rich]: "Right. The change of pace was good.
Alec [to Rich]: the same here, but I’m going to use all three on my school site, so perhaps in the global perspective it has

Video bugs
CynthiaM [to Rich]: "I could not get Time's video to play at all. What did I do wrong?
Fawn says, "I couldn't either"
Rich [to CynthiaM]: might need the latest version of Quicktime
CynthiaM [to Rich_Alec]: "I couldn't get any sound from Alec's.
Fawn [to Alec]: "did your video have sound?
Rich says, "first thing I do is make sure I have the latest versions of Windows Media Player and Quicktime."
Alec [to CynthiaM]: That's because there wasn't any except on the commercial
Alec says, "Nope, mine didn't do a voiceover. I was a radical, sorry. I didn't think you'd believe my voice was Aristotle."
AlisonP says, "Alec, I think you could do an Aristotle imitation."
Lennie [to Alec]: What happened to suspension of disbelief? I would have believed your voice was Aristotles...
Alec [to AlisonP]: I'd have to dress up in an old sheet to get into character
AlisonP says, "Toga . . ."
Fawn [to CynthiaM]: "who did your filming?
Alec [to Lennie]: Then I'd also have to learn Greek and talk in that language and well, hhmmm....that could be interesting. :)
CynthiaM [to Fawn]: "My son and a friend of his. 

Rich Reviews Rhetors
Rich says, "Okay, lots to do tonight, let's get started. Before we dip into Castelvetro with Cynthia's direction...I'd like us to do a quick review. Say the first significant thing that comes to your mind from any of the rhetors we've studied. Like, Plato believed that Truth could be obtained by the philosopher or through dialectic."
Rich says, "So, pick a rhetor."
Rich says, "Gorgias, Isocrates, Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Anonymous, Quintilian, Augustine, Catelvetro..."
Lennie says, "Aristotle said that ethos/character is the most important aspect of persuasion."
Joel says, "Ari...was essentially the first to identify audience"
Barbara says, "Isocrates and teaching rhetoric for civic good"
Alec says, "All rhetoric points back to Aristotle, Plato, and Quintillian..."
Glenn says, "Augustine converted the Church, I think more than the other way around..."
Gillian says, "Aristotle believed that you could search for truth, but that you would not be able to find the Truth"
CynthiaM says, "Faith and rhetoric can mix--Augustine"
Kendall says, "Ari made probably truth possible."
Gillian says, "Augustine - wrote sermons and was more spiritual than some others"
Rich says, "Quintillian believed that the rhetor should be a good (wo)man speaking well."
AlisonP says, "Quintilian believes that rhetoric is the art of speaking well, and that it is tied to being a good man."
Fawn says, "my teens are plato-like when they get so technical with the words that I use"
AlisonP says, "Or woman."
CynthiaM says, "Have any of you read Elizabeth Turpin's 1989 article on tc and classical rhetoric?"
Glenn says, "Plato: a life spent in search of truth is well spent..."
Lennie [to CynthiaM]: Nope.
Joel [to CynthiaM:]: no
Gillian says, "Plato believed that truth was always inside of us (kind of like Dorothy in the Wizzard of Oz who always had home within her reach)"
Rich says, "Castelvetro believed in how time played an influence in what material could be conveyed."
Rich says, "Anything else for any rhetor?"
Alec says, "Aristotle is audience-centered"
Joel [to Rich:]: that's not new on his part...
CynthiaM says, "She does a great job of linking all the things we've been talking about to tc. "
Gillian says, "Plato believed that we had access to absolute truth"
Fawn says, "I personally liked Cicero"
Rich says, "What of education? (True, Joel)."
Lennie says, "Plato really didn't hate rhetoric--only certain kinds of rhetoric. "
Barbara [to CynthiaM]: interesting, do you have the citation?
Alec says, "Oh, and never talk out against a rampaging government otherwise you might lose your tongue..."
Gillian says, "Aristotle provides us with tools that we can use to advance arguments"
Rich says, "Cicero sniffed around too much."
Fawn says, "too true Alec"
AlisonP says, "I think of Isocrates with regard to education. "
Fawn says, "sniffed? what do you mean?"
Joel [to Alec:or]: at least have it pinned...and lose your life
CynthiaM [to Barbara]: "Sure. Remind me at the end of class, please.
Rich says, "C got in trouble for being too political."
Gillian says, "Aristotle believed that you argue with available means"
Fawn [to Rich]: "that's true. Perhaps he just didn't like the inevitable changing times
Joel says, "Like Alison, I cannot think of education without thinking about Isoc."
Alec says, "how about the 'holy trinity': Socrates then Plato then Aristotle..."
Rich says, "Well done, all. I think asking y'all to become the experts over rhetors had a good effect on the class. Created more dialectic."

Final Papers - Questions

Rich says, "Questions about your papers?"
Lennie says, "...a stop and write"
CynthiaM says, "Are they really due Monday?"
Rich [to CynthiaM]: sure, that sounds good
CynthiaM says, "Just kidding, of course. I'm a little slap happy from lack of sleep."
Rich says, "many people worked hard on their vids the last few days."
Lennie [to Rich]: Is it ok if they aren't perfect and that we haven't read every single article and book that relates to our topic?
AlisonP says, "Please say yes."
Rich says, "yes, okay if they're not perfect."
Joel says, "Ha! My topic involves knowledge. I'd be reading until my diss. is supposed to be done!"
Rich says, "Can send in drafts if you wish. Can share drafts with others."
Joel [to Lennie:]: no, not really. Some of these topics we get into seem like we need more background. I know what you mean
AlisonP says, "Should we post drafts on our blogs?"
Rich [to AlisonP]: yes
Rich says, "and if you want me to review, email it to me directly please"
AlisonP says, "Okay."
Fawn says, "do we e-mail the final copy?"
Rich [to Fawn]: yes
Rich says, "other questions?"


Cynthia Mc. Presentation – Castelvetro
Rich [to CynthiaM]: whenever you're ready.
Rich shares a URL. (http://www.faculty.english.ttu.edu/rice/5364/Castelvetro_files/frame.htm)
<http://www.faculty.english.ttu.edu/rice/5364/Castelvetro_files/frame.htm >.
CynthiaM says, "Okay, Castelvetro. First did you enjoy the reading?"
Rich enjoyed it. Summative.
Gillian says, "[to Cynthia] Yes, this reading was as wonderful as the rest"
Alec [to CynthiaM]: It was different than the previous works, both in length and in content
Joel says, "I found it different"
Joel says, "not in a bad way..."
Fawn says, "Where did he go when he fled Italy?"
AlisonP says, "Amazing to think that these texts were "lost" for so long."
CynthiaM says, "Right. This one was little tougher for me in a couple of ways -- Castelvetro could have used a tech writing course -- direct, concise."
Rich says, "wrote much later, of course"
CynthiaM [to Fawn]: "Switzerland, I think.
Gillian says, "[to Alison] Yes, and it makes you wonder about the things we never saw - the ones that were lost forever"
AlisonP says, "And some are still being discovered . . ."
CynthiaM says, "The first slides are just background so stroll through 1-5."
AlisonP says, "Okay, I like some of the elegance and embellishments. Takes me back in time. . ."
Gillian says, "[to Alison] This course has shown me that we really have limited access to this literature - there was so much that was lost"
Gillian says, "Therefore, our knowledge is fragmented"
AlisonP says, "Yes, Gillian. "
CynthiaM says, "The main thing here is that this is the Renaissance."
Fawn [to Gilllian]: "but would we feel different if we knew more?
CynthiaM says, "Humanism is overtaking Christianity as the driving force behind philosophy and art. The reign of the individual has begun. "
Gillian says, "[to Fawn] I think so. A complete picture is always better I think"
Joel [to Fawn_Gillian:]: more texts would leave less room for some of the interpretation we see
AlisonP says, "So--this signals the shift from community to individual?"
Fawn [to Joel]: "good point
Alec [to CynthiaM]: Not to mention advances in technology to spread this new word (e.g., Guttenberg and moveable type)
Kendall says, "Or create more interpretations."
CynthiaM [to Alec]: "exactly. 
Fawn [to CynthiaM]: "what about visuals during this period?
Lennie [to Fawn]: Visuals were very important--emblems.
CynthiaM [to AlisonP]: "Yes, in a way. Individual achievement becomes more important
CynthiaM [to Gillian]: "stop on 5 for a minute, please
Fawn says, "I was just thinking that the visuals were coming around (new advances in woodcuts) as well as text with moveable type"
Lennie [to Fawn]: There was a whole code of symbols coming our of medieval times that was increadibly intricate and complex.
Joel [to Kendall:]: you're right, on an essay by essay perspective. But holistically, more texts should provide us a better context and understanding of these writers
Rich [to Fawn]: moveable type renaissance in the 1400s.
CynthiaM [to Fawn]: "Visuals--I don't know a lot about that except that the focus was changing from religious topics to nature and physical topics.
CynthiaM says, "Ready for slide 6?"
Alec [to Fawn]: Are you talking about illustrations, like DaVinci's or are you talking about visuals that explain and illustrate concepts, like infographics?
AlisonP says, "And this was about the time that Michelangelo raided morgues to study the human body from the inside out for art's sake. . ."
Gillian says, "yes"
Fawn [to Alec]: "thinking of Vesalius and his illustrations
Joel [to AlisonP:]: haven't we all done that at some point in our lives?

Art is imitation - Aristotle
Rich is delighted to see slide 6.
CynthiaM says, "Aristotle said art is imitation. Imitation is natural. Children learn that way and we naturally enjoy imitation. Castelvetro echoes this point: poetry has been found solely to delight and recreate the minds of the vulgar multitude and common people."
Gillian says, "[to Cynthia] I like this one a lot"
CynthiaM says, "I'm on slide 6--everyone with me?"
Rich says, "Castelvetro imitates Aristotle on imitation?"
Alec says, "Aristotle: "There can be no words without images.""
CynthiaM says, "Verisimilitude and marvelous determine what kind of plots, episodes, characters make up the text. Art is no longer intended strictly to teach. Think about the lit and art from the Middle Ages most of it pointed the view/reader to Christ or to moral living or to heaven (eternity). With the Renaissance comes the rise of the individual. The spiritual life and eternity begin giving way to personal accomplishment and ability. So now, audiences want to be entertained."
Rich says, "Right. Words are images. And, they denote images."
CynthiaM [to Rich]: "Yes, I think you are right. It's hard to tell sometimes when Aristotle is talking and when Cas. is talking.
Alec [to Rich]: And for Ari to acknowledge them waaaaaaay back then is rather amazing, imho
AlisonP says, "That sounds Plato-like--words and images. "
Rich says, "vulgar stems from false rhetoric"
Rich says, "purpose is less than altruistic"
Rich [to Alec]: good point
Joel [to Gillian:]: yes, but men were during classic times, women were during Ren...

Plato and Imitation

CynthiaM says, "So we have imitation--What did Plato say about imitation?"
AlisonP says, "He wasn't for it. . ."
Lennie says, "a faint copy of the real"
Rich says, "Plato said it was necessary in terms of approximating truth, but he didn't see it in terms of education."
Glenn says, "imitation was imitation of imitation of the ideal...."
Joel says, "a copy is what we see. We don't see the original"
Fawn says, "much later on...wasn't it Emerson who was totally against imitation?"
CynthiaM says, "Right. Imitation could be downright dangerous to Plato."
Gillian says, "[to Rich] Is that because he felt that truth was found within?"
Rich nods.
AlisonP says, "He thought they were "mere appearances of truth.""
Alec says, "and then there's the postmodern view with Baudrillard and simulation / simulacra"
Rich says, "imitation is false rhetoric"
Joel [to CynthiaM:]: so imitation is a copy of a copy...to Plato, right?
CynthiaM says, "So why do Ari and Cas think imitation is okay?"
Fawn says, "and you know what happens to copies of copies...they get fuzzy"
CynthiaM [to Joel]: "Yes. 
CynthiaM [to Fawn]: "Yes, indeed.
Rich says, "sort of like solipsism. So what? That is, Truth doesn't put ancient paidea on the table."
AlisonP says, "Aristotle thought we could learn how to behave by imitating others . . ."
AlisonP says, "And how not to behave."
Rich [to Joel]: gets interesting with printing press and mechanistic copies
Fawn says, "Perhaps just imitating their skills but not their thoughts?"

Poetry Presents Versimilitude

CynthiaM says, "Let's move on to slide 7 "
CynthiaM says, "Cas says poetry should delight the audience -- that's its true purpose."
Rich says, "Is Castelvetro then still picking up on ontology?"
Lennie [to Rich]: Explain your question--ontology wasn't in my mind?
Rich says, "God gives a message, and we learn through catharsis?"
Joel says, "ditto, Lennie"
CynthiaM says, "Poetry presents reality -- verisimilitude-- in a way that produces pleasure."
Rich says, "in learning the nature of being we learn the nature of our own places in the world through catharsis?"
Lennie says, "But would that be a sense of being (ontology) or some sense of truth/knowledge (epistemology)?"
CynthiaM says, "But we also learn from poetry-- the catharsis."
Lennie nods. OK. I get it.
Alec [to CynthiaM]: pleasure = catharsis?
Rich says, "yeah, I think Cynthia is making the point--poetry taps us in somehow."
AlisonP says, "Catharsis = pleasure?"
CynthiaM says, "Not exactly. -- It's the learning about ourselves that produces the pleasure"
Gillian says, "[to Cynthia] So, do you think pleasure was the only purpose? I had the feeling that it was also intended to evoke an awakening of sorts"
CynthiaM says, "Okay. For Aristotle, tragedy should present incidents arousing pity and fear, wherewith to accomplish its catharsis of such emotion. Plato thought tragedy would cause the audience to become emotionally charged and then perhaps take improper actions. Aristotle says the drama causes the emotions, but also provides for the release of those emotions. "
Alec [to CynthiaM]: Ahh, so it's the process not the product then...to evoke another metaphor
Fawn [to CynthiaM]: "does it do more than give us pleasure?
Fawn [to CynthiaM]: "for instance - give us power
CynthiaM [to Fawn]: "I didn't find anything in the reading about power -- but I can see your point.
Fawn [to CynthiaM]: "a kind of self-power
Gillian says, "[to Cynthia] But do you think it was designed for mere pleasure, or something more?"
CynthiaM [to Gillian]: "Well, Cas claims that pleasure is the only purpose and then turns around and says that poetry can instruct...
Fawn says, "would all pleasure be hedonistic?"
Lennie notes that for Greek tragedies there was a social function in catharsis--to purge the sins of the whole community.
Rich says, "pleasure in teaching and learning"
Gillian says, "[to Cynthia] That is what I mean - it is a little bit confusing"
CynthiaM says, "That's another reason this reading was a little tricky."
Rich notes that Lennie has a good point there. "In learning there's catharsis for the community."
CynthiaM says, " While Aristotle is countering Platos view, Castelvetro connects to the Middle Ages view that art should instruct. We learn by seeing this imitation of reality in which a good man suffers unnecessarily or a bad man succeeds but receives justice after all. And we are also delighted in that we have learned."
Rich [to CynthiaM]: good point

Poetry not History

CynthiaM says, "Okay, slide 8"
Rich says, "universal truths (Platonic, God-like, Ontological) through observation (Aristotelian inventio)..."
Gillian says, "[to Cynthia] I really like that synopsis"
CynthiaM says, "Castelvetro says there is no genius in just recording what happened in history. So historical events are not the best subject for poetry unless the historical record is a summary with few details provided. The poet, then, can use his genius to fill in the details."
AlisonP says, "Wow, Rich--didn't think of that connection."
Rich [to CynthiaM]: good point, I bet Homer would disagree.
Lennie says, "This part of Castelvetro reminded me artistic and inartistic proofs?"
Fawn [to CynthiaM]: "That is interesting. What about all of the epic poems?
Janie says, "which is where rhetoric fits in"
CynthiaM says, "Science is also not suitable for poetry because the vulgar multitude is not capable of understanding the reasons, distinctions, or arguments, which philosophers use in investigating the truth of things and artists in practicing their skills (178). If the audience can’t understand the poetry, they can’t be delighted."
Rich [to Janie]: do explain
Janie says, "the invention aspect of poetry"
CynthiaM [to Fawn:]: "Epic is a different fish.
Rich says, "ah"
CynthiaM says, "Epic can cover more because it's, well, epic."
AlisonP says, "I was delighted."
Fawn [to CynthiaM]: "I guess I thought epic poems were basically historical
CynthiaM says, "Tragedy has to be limited."
Gillian says, "[to Fawn] Do you mean like Homer?"
Fawn says, "yes"
Gillian says, "The Illiad blew me away"
Fawn [to Gillian]: "or william blake
CynthiaM [to Fawn]: "You're right and so the epic is on a grander scale and not acted out on the stage.
Joel [to Fawn:]: more like docudramas...not always historically accurate
Fawn says, "thanks Joel."

Poetry For the Masses

CynthiaM says, "My favorite part of this section of the reading was the "vulgar multitude""
CynthiaM says, "Essentially, I think, Cas is saying poetry (in this case tragedy) is for the masses. The intellectuals have philosophy and science"
CynthiaM says, "Ready for slide 9?"
AlisonP says, "Still that separation of classes . . ."
Gillian says, "[to Cynthia] Yeah, and I think that is accurate for the time"
Kendall says, "I actually got to look at a version of Blake's poetry that he hand illustrated, when I worked at the HRC."

Unities

CynthiaM says, "Castelvetro extends Aristotles ideas and gives us the dramatic unities. This was Castelvetros significant contribution to literary criticism. The unities develop from the idea that whatever is presented should have verisimilitude - the appearance of reality."
Rich nods. "That's a real important point here with Castelvetro. We're seeing a push to the masses that we haven't seen so much before, not just in experiencing catharsis but making it happen. The epitome of this comes with Martin Luther just around the corner.
Rich [to CynthiaM]: can you explain the second point on 9?
CynthiaM [to Rich]: "Right. greater literacy
Gillian says, "[to Cynthia] Almost like "C" found an ancient photo op"
Janie says, "It is interesting that that push to the masses comes at the same time that individualism does"
CynthiaM says, "Slide 9, point 2. Aristotle didn't actually say anything about place and not much about time. So Cas took the comments on action and ran with it. Let's see slide 10"
Lennie didn't know that unities of time and place were from Castelvetro. I thought they were stated in Ari's Poetics.
CynthiaM says, "So this action has to be complete in itself, even if there are multiple events. These events must contribute to the one action the high man brought low, for example."
CynthiaM says, "Slide 11.This is not epic. Not a lifetime of events, but one moment, perhaps, in a characters life. That moment is when he goes from good to bad or bad to good."
Rich says, "Thoughts about Lennie's point about Aristotle's 'Poetics' including time and place? And/or how Castelvetro extends Aristotle here?"
AlisonP says, "Seems like Aristotle, king of categorization, would have broken this down. . . "
CynthiaM says, "Cas says, since Ari limits the action to one event, then the time and place also have to be limited in order to created verisimilitude, in other words to be as real as possible"
Fawn [to CynthiaM]: "that makes sense
Rich says, "I do think Castelvetro breaks down time and place as they apply to elements of tragedy a little more than A."

Time and Place

CynthiaM says, "Slide 12, everyone.."
AlisonP says, "But if this is an imitation of life, then wouldn't it really be messier than this?"
Janie [to Cynthia:]: so we see a snapshot in time
Lennie says, "Think of all those 17th century dramatist (Moliere) who had to stick strictly to the three unities--and they weren't all from Ari!"
CynthiaM says, "In the interest of verisimilitude, the poet must limit the time frame for the events. "
Fawn [to CynthiaM]: "was he worried about actual time as well?
CynthiaM [to Lennie]: "I read that the French became compulsive about the unities, but the Brits less so.
AlisonP says, "I remember reading another early teacher concerned with time--"
Joel says, "Classic Greeks broke time into Kairos and Chronos"
CynthiaM [to Fawn]: "Yes, actual time-- the amount of time it took for events in the story to actually happen
Barbara says, "so for Cas, time is more about the audience? "
Joel says, "So that's more akin to Chronos"
Janie [to Barbara:]: something the audience can immerse themselves in
Gillian says, "[to Barbara] Do you mean time in terms of opportunity?"
Fawn [to Janie]: "so a type of virtual reality?
CynthiaM [to Barbara]: "That's how I read it -- time in the play must reflect time in reality so the audience can handle it
Janie [to Fawn:]: good one
CynthiaM says, "Slide 13"
Barbara says, "is that different from A, who focused on the plot, moment in time?"
AlisonP says, "There's a story in the Bible somewhere (sorry, Gillian) about Paul (I think) preaching so long that a guy sitting in the 2nd floor window fell asleep, fell out of the window and died. . ."
CynthiaM says, "Again, in keeping with reality, the poet must keep to one place. After all, a character cant go from Rome to Cairo and back in half an hour."
Janie [to Cynthia:]: so no suspension of disbelief for Cas
Glenn says, "when speaking of poet, is he concerned with all art and artists?"
CynthiaM says, "So, for Cas imitating reality means limiting time and place to what COULD happen"
CynthiaM [to Janie]: "exactly -- it's all about reality
Rich says, "I suspect suspension of disbelief would work if they were metaphors rooted and understood in the community that brings catharsis. For instance, a big bear (like A Winter's Tale) that is absurd but has symbolic meaning."
CynthiaM [to Glenn]: "Well, no I think he means just poets.

Fabulous chart!

CynthiaM says, "Okay, last slide"
Rich nods.
Rich says, "Nice work, Cynthia. Questions for Cynthia?"
AlisonP says, "How different are Ari's and Cas's definitions of "poetry"?"
Joel [to Rich:]: do larger cities (in Cas day) and printed poems play a role in his focus on poetry/drama over the Greeks
CynthiaM says, "This chart is my way of pulling things together. I like to make tables!"
Lennie likes the chart
Rich [to Joel]: definitely, as does widespread literacy, and forms of literacy that could satirize the politik of the day
CynthiaM [to AlisonP]: "Not much different I think. They both make a distinction between tragedy, comedy, epic...
AlisonP says, "Both very inclusive . . ."
Gillian says, "[to Lennie] You are right about that chart"
Rich says, "by the time we get to the renaissance we have more literacy, arguably, in some ways, than we do today."
Kendall says, "Still just like Ari, he's making a framework and yardstick to judge art by; we still do this, our framework is just different."
Kendall says, "You can hear Eliot talking about how language should delight the mind."

Video Presentations

Rich shares a URL. (http://htp://richrice.com/5364)
<http://htp://richrice.com/5364 >.
Rich says, "Okay, so for our videos, here's what we need to happen. In turn as listed on 7/31, let's offer our notes to each person. We'll say the person's name, then everyone will list the Good, then everyone will list the Could Improve, and then the Hmm. Then the person might reply or respond. We need to move through this quickly, so you might align your windows on your desktop(s). If you haven't had time to write up notes for your peer(s), please put them in one another's blogs by tomorrow night. These are meant to inform our work on our paper projects in some way. Any questions before we get started?"
Rich says, "Okay, please scroll down to today."
Rich says, "7/31"
Rich says, "Questions before note offerings?"
Rich says, "Cynthia will be first, then Gillian, etc."
Rich says, "Okay, let's get started. "

Cynthia  Video – Whitepapers as commonplaces

Rich says, "Cynthia and whitepapers... what did you like best?"
Janie says, "I liked the comparison of different textbooks"
Fawn says, "I like to opening visual then the focus on Cynthia"
Alec says, "you make a very solid, logical argument for white papers as commonplaces; loved the informal walking / talking discussion towards the end (reminiscent of Carl Sagan in his Cosmos series)."
Barbara says, "The variety of definitions for white papers, I didn’t know there were so many"
Joel says, "Cynthia: great expl. of white papers"
Glenn says, "The movie delivery is nice. Good interaction-feel"
Kendall says, "Good use of switching scenes to create interest"
AlisonP says, "What Works: Liked the video aspect and the concrete example of differing commonplaces (Korean child-raising vs. American views). "
Gillian says, "I liked your opening with the music; Good examples of commonplaces )differences between cultures)"
Fawn says, "I liked the way you "visited" with the audience"
Time says, "I liked the more live visuals, it was a very different approach that the rest of us provided."

Rich says, "Great. What could be improved? "
Joel says, "Volume"
Gillian says, "Talk louder"
Barbara says, "The views of the Google searches hard to see and blurry. Maybe more of a connection or explanation about how white papers aren’t commonplaces"
Janie says, "maybe show some examples"
Alec says, "= volume was a bit low in places, although it seemed to increase a bit with the presentation"
Glenn says, "The long blocks of text defeat the visual delivery to some extent."
AlisonP says, "Could Improve: Had trouble with the sound (could have been my computer). Had to buffer twice."
Time says, "It would have helped for you to have been mic-ed a bit more. The audio quality was very low through the different scenes."
Kendall says, "I wish you had eventually developed your own, working white paper definition."

Rich says, "Nice. Okay, what other hmms do you have about Cynthia’s video? Cynthia, please feel free to reply here."
Alec says, "your approach was not just informative, but also posed some excellent questions to think about, making it an interactive presentation of sorts."
Time says, "This could just be me (and I'm in no place to talk about technical difficulties on this assignment), but the video kept hanging on me. The audio would remain but the visual would give one still about every 20 seconds."
Barbara says, "I liked the conversational tone and different scenes on campus worked well (like a roving reporter--nice)"
Glenn says, "Great question: can things be commonplaces?"
Kendall says, "How did you get those definitions to pop up on the screen?"
AlisonP says, "Wonder if there's a connection between whitepapers as commonplaces and Tech Comm? Why would this be an important connection?"
Rich says, "file is 75 meg; can download it by clicking on the * version, and then watch without buffering"
Fawn says, "I liked the film effect"
Janie says, "I responded in your blog. and some of the questions you answered in video"
Rich [to AlisonP]: good question. I believe whitepapers is Cynthia's dissertation topic.
Joel says, "The question gives the audience a chance to ponder - nice"
CynthiaM says, "Just a note about the volume. We only had the mike on the camera."
Rich says, "more close up shots, methinks, too"
Gillian says, "I liked the way you incorporated in-class with out-of class presentation"
Gillian says, "At least, that's the way it seemed"
CynthiaM says, "I can't answer any questions about the technical aspects--my guys did all that."

Gillian video – Logos and the Modern Composition Classroom

Rich says, "Okay, thanks Cynthia. Thanks, all. That's the idea here. Okay, Gillian. What worked well with Gillian's video on logos and composition?"
Alec says, "Good examples for ethos (Freud vs. Phil), and logos (global warming), and axioms (constitution)."
Barbara says, "Real-world examples for showing how logos is used (global warming, law) that students could relate to/understand"
Glenn says, "Examples or references from historical to contemporary are very good; Long live the meat!"
Fawn says, "good context"
Janie says, "I liked the application to the class; very concise for students to understand"
AlisonP says, "Nice background information-Aristotle's toolkit. Liked the example (Freud/Dr. Phil)-made it concrete for me. "
Lennie says, "I liked here use of graphics as illustrations."
Joel says, "Liked the way it was directed to your audience"
Time says, "Great illustrative visuals. The added to your argument and assisted with the presenation (as opposed to detracting or being irrelevant)."
Kendall says, "Great use of graphics and understanding of audience."

Rich says, "Nice. And things that could be improved in Gillian's work?"
Alec says, "improve = avoid placing a value judgment on American legal system; need a new slide when you talk about logos plus pathos (before Napoleon's invasion) since you really aren't talking about logos and law"
Barbara says, "Example of Napoleons troops was hard to follow; graph was blurry so it was difficult to see what you were referring to as you talked about it"
Kendall says, "Perhaps add in an outline or examples more appropriate for lines of reasoning for a FYE paper."
Glenn says, "For students - may need a little more pop & sizzle"
Lennie says, "Yes. I felt like the whole presentation was nicely geared toward a student population."
AlisonP says, "Wonder if the emphasis on logos could be made without depreciating the value of pathos and ethos?"
Time says, "Was this in video form and I missed it? Even as a straight PPT, it would have been good to have audio."
Joel says, "I would like to see a little more color - pop and sizzle, as Glenn says"
CynthiaM says, "The pathos example - Dr. Phil and Freud"

Rich says, "Other 'hmms' for Gillian? Gillian, feel free to comment."
Time says, "Some of the images, such as the Dragga/Napolean images were not legible. For some, I think it if fine, and we get the idea. For that one, I felt I was missing something by not being able to see the image in detail."
Alec says, "cooking (meat) metaphor at the end was cute and memorable :) and it made my mouth water for a burger on the grill"
Barbara says, "The meat analogy!"
Fawn says, "a little slow at times"
Glenn says, "Intro to class: some assumptions; Aristotle, terminology, if students have to know then slow down, if don’t have to know then skip."
Kendall says, "Personally, I think ethos is just as important as logos to create a strong argument, but creating ethos in a modern context might be too subtle an idea to teach freshman."
Janie says, "I liked the meat and the salt analogy"
Lennie says, "I wasn't sure about logos as the meat and ethos and pathos as the seasoning--for academic writing that is often the case, so perhaps you can qualify that beef-centric view."
CynthiaM says, "put the word rhetoric on the learning to argue slide"
Gillian says, "I would agree that the Dragga slides could have been clearer."
Fawn says, "but sometimes it is very difficult to get images clear"
Gillian says, "I did not devalue Pathos and Ethos, but my students tend to overuse them, and the focus was logos"
Rich says, "I think this information would be very helpful to comp students, Gillian."
Lennie agrees with Rich. It is well-geared for a Fresh Comp II class.

Barbara video – Ethos and Business Writing

Rich says, "Okay, Barbara's video. She has a fairly new version up. What is good about this presentation?"
Gillian says, "The audio was the most difficult for me"
AlisonP says, "I thought it was nicely packaged for a fresh comp class."
Alec says, "what works = PPT slide design was well chosen because it doesn't detract from the presentation and visually shows your ethos; great visual pop-ups for tone in shareholder's letter."
Glenn says, "The clarity of the presentation is impressive, background, information, explanations, and the practical application of the principles involved."
Janie says, "I like the idea of having student projects to have context"
CynthiaM says, " Great: The solid definition of ethos and other terms."
Gillian says, "Does a nice job of relating ethos to a business writing course"
Time says, "You thoroughly covered the material and kept it engaging with short slides. Very nice"
Kendall says, "That's really the deal that makes this presentation good--it's clearly aimed at your students, but it would also make it ineffective for my upper-division science students; they don't use enough ethos or any pathos."
Joel says, "The connection between the theoretical and the applied is excellent"
Lennie says, "I liked here illustrations of what is ethos--examples of different CEOs we would know."
Gillian says, "The audience is clear"
AlisonP says, "You established audience well and I like the role-playing idea."
Lennie says, "I also think the screen design was really sharp."
Kendall says, "Good pacing and great definitions"
Time says, "I definitely like the CEO assignment - and that it extends through multiple assignments."
Rich was struck by the screen design, as well.
Fawn says, "the animation from slide to slide was great"
Gillian says, "I think the ideas are straight forward and easy to follow"
Fawn says, "I like the choice of words to describe the CEO. It gives the kids a beginning"


Rich says, "what could be improved on Barbara's work? (Rich notes this exercise smacks of a reality TV show-like format.)"
Alec says, "improve = re: ethos: your image and identity as a writer - I understand this is a composition course but you might rephrase it as identity as a communicator and then explain how this can be a writer, speaker, artist, etc."
Rich says, "Keep working on speed of speaking."
Barbara says, "the screen design was one of the Microsoft templates for PPT"
AlisonP says, "I relate to the need to work on speed of speaking."
Lennie says, "I thought here pace speaking was fine (at least for me)."

Rich says, "Other hmms? Feel free to comment, of course, B."
Alec says, "CEOs and their fall from grace / ethos impact is quite interesting and timely - good context for your students."
Barbara says, "yes, I talk fast"
Glenn says, "Minor, but a few of the clip art images didn’t seem to connect too well with the point of the slides"
Gillian says, "[to B[ I also like the way you used visual affects without going overboard"
Janie says, "I agree speed a little fast"
Joel says, "I thought the text could be interspersed with a photo, comic, you talking, or something for variety. The content is superb."
Janie says, "for students"
Kendall says, "Can I steal this for my course?"
CynthiaM says, "The hands seem not quite the right image for business writing, although I cant think of a better one right now."
Barbara [to Kendall]: go for it
Gillian says, "I actually thought you spoke clearly"
Joel [to Kendall:]: It's not stealing...it's imitation!
Glenn says, "Is there more follow up information for the assignment? Do they already know how to analyze, etc.?"
Fawn says, "I thought it was all very nice"
AlisonP says, "Right on, Joel."
Rich says, "Feel free to create a page of such resources for one another, I'd say."
Barbara [to Glenn]: yes, this assignment follows on one they'd have done the previous week
Lennie says, "I would think that the actual assignment description might need more time and some examples/models of the kinds of assignments they would do."
AlisonP says, "Great graphics and good "so what"-you made the lesson relevant to ethos in writing."
Rich [to Glenn]: good question
Rich says, "any other thoughts for Barbara here?"
Lennie [to Barbara]: It looks like a really good course assignment. Hard to plagiarize that kind of content too.
Rich nods.

Time video – Delivery and podcasting

Rich says, "Okay, Time and Delivery. Hasn't worked for some of us. It's a .mov file. Update quicktime. But for those who have seen it, what worked well here, especially?"
Alec says, "what works = informative overview of podcasting; clear and concise explanations of concepts; great example of delivery (yourself in the video), emulating what makes for a good podcast"
Glenn says, "Good stuff on a very recent movement that doesn’t have as much about it as others"
Janie says, "I liked the definitions and overall discussion of the canons and then focus on delivery"
Barbara says, "Pace is really good and flows logically from description of delivery to application in podcasting"
AlisonP says, "Great vocal delivery. No, really. Were you a DJ in a previous life? Do you give lessons?"
Kendall says, "Good application of ancient ideas to modern technology"
Gillian says, "Very professional introduction; you look confident. Your voice is clear and the music is engaging."
Time says, "Many aspects covered in a short period"
Time says, "Two of the slides were rather long with nothing happening on-screen."
Lennie says, "I thought my quicktime was updated but it would not work for me..."
Time says, "Definitely needed to cite the sources."
Rich says, "access to view the movie from a mac should work, too"
Gillian says, "Hard to read some of the text"
Joel says, "Good connection between old and new. Especially liked the focus of only 1 canon. "

Rich says, "What can be improved?"
Alec says, "improve = size of screen was small so some text on slides was hard to see; sound was also a bit low and hard to hear"
Barbara says, "Screen size and the volume. I had to squint to see it and even with sound turned up, had a hard time hearing it"
Glenn says, "The text was dense at times had to try to read it and keep up with the narration"
Rich says, "Yes, size here is a little problematic."
Janie says, "size"
Janie says, "couldn’t read the slides"
Joel says, "Text size was small and readability was an issue for me"
Kendall says, "I guess Id like to see some examples in action."
AlisonP says, "The visuals were very small on my computer-my old eyes could not read the screen. (Could be operator stupidity-I could not figure out how to enlarge the screen.)"

Rich says, "Other hmm's?"
Alec says, "hmm = love the fact you brought in Aristotle's quote regarding style!"
Glenn says, "The argument about facts not being dependent on delivery is worth doing more on"
Rich [to Time]: feel free to comment
AlisonP says, "Delivery is so important in today's TV/Computer world. You make that point well. "
Kendall says, "Great music!"
Rich says, "Delivery is so important in our society today. I'd like to study mass comm more."
Joel says, "Delivery needs re-visited given all the technology that people can use to create their own distributed rhetoric"
AlisonP says, "Good point, Joel."

Alec video – Enthymemes and Contemporary Advertising

Rich says, "Thanks, Time. Alec and enthymemes (contemporary advertising). Good?"
Gillian says, "Clear explanation of enthymemes"
Barbara says, "The posters as examples was very effective, related well to the content "
Glenn says, "The entertaining tone is attractive. Advertisements or propaganda posters are great. I ride with Hilter every day!! Yikes!"
Time says, "This is definitely a topic on which I would like to do more research"
Fawn says, "funny"
AlisonP says, "Your sense of humor is delightful. Also liked moving through at my own pace."
Kendall says, "Great job and pacing and good examples."
Lennie says, "I loved the humor in this presentation. It kept me interested."
CynthiaM says, "You made the connection between enthymeme (the old) and advertising (the new) very clear. "
Time says, "The short slides with nice spacing and the bi-colored texts that help organize the concepts."
Joel says, "excellant choice of examples. Esp. the war advertisements. Really did a superb job in finding good examples"
Janie says, "I liked the posters used"
Time says, "While not essential, I would have like to have had some sound."
Gillian says, "Jokes a little frustrating - waiting for the presentation to start"
Fawn says, "I liked the spanking example"

Rich says, "What could be improved?"
Lennie says, "I thought the examples from the WWII posters were the best and clearest. I would almost have liked to analyze more of them."
Time says, "It was interesting that it was told first person perspective of Aris."
Janie says, "some audio"
Barbara says, "On some slides either less text or more time to read; on the text heavy slides I hadn’t finished reading before the show moved on"
Fawn says, "maybe add sound"
Glenn says, "Misreading of the Julius Caesar Brutus quote, the missing link is that an honourable man would not lie or mislead us with regards to Caesars faults, but of course, he would!"
Gillian says, "Voice might have helped to clarify certain points"
CynthiaM says, "some sound would be nice"
AlisonP says, "even some music . . ."
Lennie agrees with Barbara on the text-heavy slides.

Rich says, "other hmms?"
Joel says, "Cut down the beginning examples of Enth. Only 1 or 2 are necessary. This will reduce the length of the presentation. "
Alec says, "I had a hard time with pacing...I tried it myself and with my wife. I'll have to work on that for other ones... "
AlisonP says, "Good idea, Joel."
AlisonP says, "Great use of cross-outs. Nice touch. Would you use this lesson in the classroom? How would it relate to your students?"
CynthiaM says, "I could have used this info during the argumentation class!"
Alec [to AlisonP]: Yes, I definitely would use it, probably in rhetoric classes or my visual comm. class with me lecturing too perhaps

Kendall video – Enthymemes and Political Rhetoric

Rich says, "Kendall Kelly, come on down. Enthymemes and political rhetoric, good?"
Fawn says, "very TC concise and clear"
Janie says, "I liked the bush and Iraq example"
Barbara says, "Simple and straightforward, easy to follow. examples work really well to show how the concept is applied"
Janie says, "very contemporary"
CynthiaM says, "Examples were clear"
Rich says, "yes, very clear"
Glenn says, "Strongest when the examples are clear. Clinton example too general for effectiveness."
AlisonP says, "Like the connection with deconstruction and concrete examples."
Lennie says, "I thought Kendall's presentation really brought out the importance of audience to enthymemes."
Gillian says, "Nice examples of truncated syllogism"
Joel says, "I really liked the concise explanations and pace of the presentation"
Alec says, "I think using contemporary presidential examples (Bush, Clinton) grounds it for most students since their presidencies are still fresh in our memory. "
Fawn says, "yes. "the audience constructs the text..."


Rich says, "what could be improved?"
Glenn says, "The narration (tone, speed) is not as effective as it could be."
Alec says, "= seemed to rush through explaining the enthymeme; might be good to spend more time on how and which premises are held in the mind. "
Gillian says, "Relax a little; at times you seem tense"
CynthiaM says, "Instead of reading the slide titles, make a smoother transition to the next topic."
AlisonP says, "This was one thing I noticed in my own video-just wanted a smoother delivery."
Lennie says, "I thought her example of the 9/11-Iraqi connection enthymeme used by the Bush administration was really powerful. (It got me angry all over again!)"
Barbara says, "The beginning when defining enthymeme was really fast"
Janie says, ""maybe add some images that relate?"
Rich says, "wonder if a new draft of this would work out the tenseness some"
Joel says, "pace was a bit fast in places"
Glenn says, "Implications are impressive, but maybe need another clear example or two"

Rich says, "other hmms? Feel free to comment, Kendall."
Alec says, "I've heard the Cochran and Bush enthymemes before but not the Clinton one; very interesting."
CynthiaM says, "I wonder why you did not provide a specific example from a Clinton speech as you did for Bush speeches."
Gillian says, "Avoid reading what is on the screen"
AlisonP says, "I agree that the idea of the audience and speaker collaborating (aha) is what makes these powerful. How would you teach this in a writing course? When would students want to use enthymemes to make a point?"
Fawn says, "just visit like we were on an elevator or something"
Kendall says, "No one thinks the examples are too contentious?"
Rich says, "I think okay for your audience."
Janie [to Gillian:]: I read an article about videos presented online. It said that reading what was on screen helps the audience remember it more. Intersting, huh?
Lennie [to Kendall]: I like the examples.
AlisonP says, "What's too contentious?"
Alec says, "I thought they were good...could spark some good arguments, but isn't that the fun of this course?"
Barbara says, "no, they were good. But I agree with Cynthia--one from Clinton would have helped"
Rich [to Janie]: very interesting
Fawn says, "examples were fine"

Glenn video – Commonplaces in Modern National Politics

Rich says, "Glenn's up. Good?"
Gillian says, "Great music choice - kept me engaged in the presentation"
Alec says, "what works = good grounding in politics, especially the catch phrases of the day"
Fawn says, "good use of multimedia"
Janie says, "I liked the use of music and then voice"
Barbara says, "Commonplaces as filters with emerald glasses in Wizard of Oz as example of how they color our view of world worked really well, made the point"
AlisonP says, "Okay, great tunes. Who doesn't like Elvis? Ha. Nice example of CP shorthand-made it tangible for me. Good delivery."
Gillian says, "I liked the family values examples"
Time says, "Very nice explanation of commonplaces, particularly tying it into contemporary use"
CynthiaM says, "Slide design is great indented text and the alternating with the ads provides visual breaks while keeping the theme"
Joel says, "Good use of sound, video, motion, and text"
Fawn says, "I like the cp as shorthand"
Lennie says, "I liked how Glenn mixed the audio sound track in with his spoken comments."

Rich says, "What could be improved with Glenn's video?"
Alec says, "improve = music was catchy but distracting at times; also the end was a bit abrupt."
Time says, "To be honest, he interspersed music actually became annoying."
Gillian says, "Red background on one slide distracting, but overall, great presentation"
Time says, "I like the use of recent ads and images to support your points."
CynthiaM says, "speak up a bit"
Kendall says, "Good use of music and images and I really appreciated the way you demonstrated how commonplaces act as filters."
Gillian says, "LOVED the music"
Barbara says, "Some of the transitions weren’t clear, wasn’t sure how they related to the slides"
Lennie says, "The sound level between the music and his voice was a big gap--music was too loud, voice too quiet."
Kendall says, "I liked the interspersed music and it didn't interfere with the dialog."

Rich says, "Hmms for Glenn? (Comment away, G)."
Alec says, "= the Wizard of Oz story was quite unique and very memorable! "There's no place like home...there's no place like home..."
Fawn says, "some of the ads didn't make sense to me"
Janie says, "It gave me time to digest the content"
Kendall says, "I also thought Glenn did a fabulous job of showing all political sides."
CynthiaM says, "Commonplace as a filter not just a shared belief or assumption...potential in that thought"
Joel says, "volume of voice needs to go up. Was like LOUD commercials... soft TV program effect"
Glenn says, "I didn't give time for the ads to be effective"
AlisonP says, "So, would you say commonplaces are like framing? How would you use this in the classroom? "
Lennie says, "The filter illustration went by too fast for me. "
Lennie says, "I think I needed a distinction between common places and enthymemes."
Glenn says, "classroom: more as analysis..."
Fawn says, "I really liked the opening screen"
AlisonP says, "Ah."

Fawn video – Blogging in the Agora

Rich says, "Video went up before class. Anyone have time to view yet? Good?"
Alec says, "what works = what I saw of it looked promising (the video wasn't syncing right for some reason, so the slides were not progressing with the audio correctly - just sporadically - could have been on my end too, who knows)"
Gillian says, "Very attractive multi-cultural visuals; good use of music - actually, your video was my fav."
Barbara says, "Visuals to show examples of different agoras today leading in to blogs as agora were great"
AlisonP says, "You have such style. Great tunes, great graphics."
Time says, "Excellet point in tying the agora to common uses, such as virtual marketplaces and Blogs"
Time says, "While I liked the inclusion of Floyd running throughout, I find that music with lyrics can be distracting when trying to read."

Rich says, "What could be improved?"
Alec says, "improve = some text was hard to read (too small) on text-heavy slides (again, just on the ones I saw). "
Joel says, "I really liked the visuals and all the photographs/illustrations. Excellent connection b/t Agora and blogs
Barbara says, "Yellow text against the background was difficult to read on some slides"
AlisonP says, "No vocal. I liked that, though. I had to follow the screen, because no one was reading it to me. Made me pay attention. So, don't change it. "

Rich says, "Other hmms for Fawn?"
Gillian says, "Blank frame at the end was confusing - otherwise I love it"
Joel says, "I wanted some vocals or sound"
Rich [to Joel]: the blgosphere, indeed
Alec says, "hmm = great application and very pertinent for our class and degree"
AlisonP says, "Some blogs are widely read, and others (like mine) aren't read unless someone has to for a grade. So-how equal does the exchange have to be for it to be an agora? Why is it important to have agoras today? (Yes, I immediately thought of Walmart.) Also made me think of the movie "Crash," which was a commentary on our disconnected world being made to interact. "
Fawn says, "Crash is a great example."
Rich hasn't seen Crash yet.
AlisonP says, "Must see."

Janie video – Audience/Delivery in Online courses

Rich says, "Janie's video on audience/delivery in online courses...what was really good about it"
Time says, "I liked the simple, direct presentation - easy for students to follow."
Alec says, "what works = even though I couldn't hear your voiceover well, the slides stood on their own and I understood the overall point your video was making (re: audience impact)...that I thought was impressive"
CynthiaM says, "the photos reinforce the text"
Time says, "Breaking down thicker ideas with common concepts (who, what, where, etc.) is very effective."
Barbara says, "The use of who, what, when, where, why, how in combination with the images was very effective and appropriate for the audience of the video. Really clear and appropriate for use with undergrads"
AlisonP says, "Good breakdown of the contemporary audience, and I liked the idea of the embedded presentation. Very creative."
Kendall says, "Great scaffolding of concepts."
Gillian says, "Liked your focus on audience as both "learner" and "user"; liked the way you considered a number of factors with audience (gender, age...)"
Glenn says, "Great questions to introduce audience awareness to students. List them on a handout?"

Rich says, "what could be improved in Janie's video?"
Alec says, "improve = hard to hear voiceover (even with volume turned up all the way); some slides had too small of type to read (UDL entails& or with website references). "
Time says, "At some points, there were, perhaps, too many images flashing w/o any text. Images are great, especially when they're illustrative. However, sometimes, selected stock imagry w/o text is non-specific and not as helpful, visually, as intended."
Glenn says, "Maybe one or two brief examples of each principle would help set the principles in your students minds."
Joel says, "I liked how you connected something TC really studies UCD, to the education perspective. Nice content"
Gillian says, "Your voice is a little soft"
Barbara says, "I had the sound turned up full volume on media player and my computer but still had a hard time hearing it"

Rich says, "other hmms? Janie, feel free to respond here."
Alec says, "hmm = the who, what, when, where, why, and how rubric was very catchy and applicable to areas outside of writing (e.g., speaking, art, etc.)."
Glenn says, "Interesting idea of user as learner or learner as user in online education."
AlisonP says, "This was one place I really wanted to improve my own video-delivery. Sounded a little choppy."
Joel says, "Volume is too low. Needs to go up."
Gillian says, "But I liked the use of white letters on a black background - easy to read"
AlisonP says, "Very relevant, Janie. Good job."
CynthiaM says, "work on pacing of the voice over. There are some awkward breaks in the reading."
Kendall says, "The black background looked really professional and effective."
CynthiaM says, "Nice overview of UCD, LCI, and UDL"
Lennie says, "I really like the connection to other online learner models"


Joel video – The Canons

Rich says, “Joel canons?”

Alec says, "ahhh, shoefly pie! I liked how you used one long running example throughout the presentation to illustrate the concept, show its contemporary grounding, and expand it to include delivery tips (yah speech). "
Gillian says, "Wonderful use of humor to break up a serious presentation - but not overdone"
Glenn says, "Great explanations and questions. The examples of implimentation for the principles are effective."
AlisonP says, "Okay, your sense of humor came through too. Liked the Jack Nicholson "Shining" scene for the stalking extreme. Good examples."
Barbara says, "Following up on the explanation for each of the canons with tips was effective, made it applciable"
Time says, "Very nice pace and vocal delivery."
Gillian says, "I loved the reference to the "Shining""
CynthiaM says, "specific examples like central Penn terms, medical mgrs."
Kendall says, "Clear application of the canons to contemporary presentations"
Time says, "Perhaps some more images to keep the audience interested (breaking up the text). However, you keep your slides so short, it keeps the audience engaged, so the additional of more images is really not essential."
Fawn says, "Your voice was easy to listen to"

Rich says, "anything Joel can work on here?"
Alec says, "improve = the memory talk was going on while the organization slide was up - a bit distracting (however this could be a connection burp on my end). "
AlisonP says, "Maybe tighten it up a bit-"
Barbara says, "There’s a lot of information in the video, might be overwhelming for students if its one lesson"
Glenn says, "Maybe just too much information for a 10 minute lesson."
Fawn says, "sometimes it was hard to read and listen at the same time"
CynthiaM says, "raise the camera so the youre not looking down and were not looking up"
Time says, "Shoofly Pie?"
Lennie says, "I thought Joel’s was so good I almost sent it to my businessman brother."
Glenn says, "Camera angles odd. & Shoe fly pie that makes me go Hmmmm"
Rich [to Lennie]: good compliment
Gillian says, "I might stick to audio + visuals"
AlisonP says, "Great application to contemporary classroom."
Barbara says, "Nice conclusion summarizing and using the video as an example"
CynthiaM says, "I especially like the wrap up of how you used the canons in preparing this video."

Rich [to Joel]: any response?
Alec says, "hmm = mental note: I must not stalk clients; stalking is bad; your self-analysis at the end was very brave but also effective."
Gillian says, "Not your face - you have a nice one, but it is not clear in this video"
Rich says, "hmms for Joel?"
Joel says, "I experimented with different camera angles...but then gave up. Web cams are not good for positioning"

Lennie video - Phronesis

Rich smiles. "Okay, Lennie and phonesis.... what was really good here?
AlisonP says, "Nice job delineating the intellectual virtues. I'd never seen them broken down like that."
Janie says, "I liked how you connect phronesis to reflection"
Barbara says, "Detailed definition of phronesis and background within the context of Aristotle and later interpretations was good. Great information well explained"
Alec says, "what works = good outside research integrated into the presentation; explanatory commentary helped ground the material for me; good grounding examples at the end."
Time says, "Very nice pace and smooth, calm, consistent voice."
Glenn says, "Good intro to the concept of phronesis is clear for the most part; the practical examples were strong (medicine & writing process-reflection)"
CynthiaM says, "clear definitions are nice"
Kendall says, "I think I finally get what phronesis is!"
Time says, "Some of the video flashes were so fast, I could not make out what it was & short of knowing it had the professor fellow in it."
Barbara says, "Reflection as a discursive heuristic as an example of phronesis in action in the writing process.  Interesting observation and analysis"
Rich [to Kendall]: a good compliment to Lennie
Gillian says, "I liked your pace and the tone of your voice"
Fawn says, "great way to introduce with the 5 intellectual virtues"
Joel says, "I thought the application of the term was very strong. Concise explanations. Good pace"
Rich says, "very thorough"

Rich says, "what could use work?"
Alec says, "improve = some in-slide references [or bracket comments] and the citations on the reference pages were a bit hard to read (too small). "
AlisonP says, "Weave in a few concrete examples earlier to help audience make connections."
Glenn says, "So much thought and info need more time to develop each idea; for this delivery method, the narration may be a bit dry"
Barbara says, "The transition slides/photos? Some went by so quickly, I couldn’t make out what they were. I didn’t quite get what the connection was to the content of the video"
CynthiaM says, "increase type size on the smaller text in the slides"
Janie says, "pace; some slides were not up enough time"
Fawn says, "the little guy in the visuals"
Gillian says, "Don't read what is on the screen, and remove the short video flashes"

Rich says, "And, feel free to comment, Lennie ... got hmms?"
AlisonP says, "What's with the doll? Too funny"
Glenn says, "The subliminal slides of family, cat, doll"
Time says, "I know I will be a sheep and part of the obvious question - but do tell of the little scientist fellow."
Alec says, "hmm = episteme into phronesis slide was interesting and is a good bridge for understanding the concept (at least for me)."
Lennie notes the character of Aristotle was really his wife’s Gandhi doll
Gillian says, "But I loved the background and your delivery"
Janie says, "how does the doll fit in?"
Joel says, "I didn't understand the cats...were they just for amusement? They went by so fast I thought they might have some meaning"
CynthiaM says, "And the doll means?"
Lennie says, "The doll was supposed to be Aristotle..."
Fawn says, "his non-being self?"
Alec [to Lennie]: We have the same copy of The Rhetoric - good old Cooper :)
Rich says, "reminiscent of townhalls"
Alison video - Imitatio
Rich says, "Imitatio and Alison. What was really good about this video presentation?"
Gillian says, "I like the way you talk about how imitation is treated differently in some cultures"
Barbara says, "Definition and background were very clear and straightforward"
Alec says, "what works = great integration of quotes from classic works; art and music examples of imitatio was creative and a good outside example to ground the material."
CynthiaM says, "good pacing"
Glenn says, "Very interesting ideas for classroom use. I wonder why it isn't used much...."
Time says, "Very nice, clear definition of imitatio. You voice remained calm and even throughout."
Fawn says, "the examples"
Barbara says, "I liked the Sample assignment showing how imitatio could be used to teach process as well as product"
Joel says, "I liked the background and clean visuals. Content and connection was solid"
Time says, "I few of the slides seemed to stay on-screen too long w/o much going on. However, I am Very guilty of that in my presentation, as well."
Lennie says, "She makes some great points about the benefits and dangers of using imitation"
Fawn says, "I really liked the contemporary applications"
Janie says, "I liked your connection to contemporary classroom; how it wouldn't work exactly but can be used in some forms"
Rich nods to Janie--I liked that too.

Rich says, "What could be improved on Alison's video?"
Lennie says, "I thought the contemporary applications were good too."
Gillian says, "Speak slower"
Alec says, "improve = at times you talked a bit too fast. "
Glenn says, "Poor narration quality overall"
Kendall says, "Great pedagogical technique!"
Janie says, "a lot of text..."
Joel [to Time:]: a new word to hammer students with. I loved it!
Barbara says, "ditto--talk slower"
CynthiaM says, "early on you mentioned developmental writing and later ESL. You might clarify whether these are the same or two different groups of writers."
Fawn says, "I think it is difficult to listen and read so much at the same time"
Gillian says, "Nice job, Alison"

Rich says, "Thoughts, hmms, educated hehaws? (Feel free to comment, Alison.)"
Alec says, "hmm = I think you might be one of the few videos to make an explicit connection to TC."
Lennie says, "I wondered what the difference between imitation and emulation was. Distinguishing those might be a good idea."
Glenn says, "What were/are some of the results of using imitatio techniques in a modern classroom?"
CynthiaM says, "I wonder if imitatio could be used to help native English speakers to understand the difficulty ESL speakers have in writing for American readers."
Joel says, "Too much text on many slides. Some slides remained a long time. Maybe make more slides with less on them (break up)."
Janie says, "I wondered about the music; why I could hear it in some slides and not in others?"
Fawn [to AlisonP]: "was that ppt with voiceover?
AlisonP says, "Yes, Fawn. Saved as a movie."
Fawn says, "it was very clear"
Lennie says, "I thought the audio worked well."
AlisonP says, "Great suggestions, you guys."
Gillian says, "[to Alison] I liked your work"
Joel says, "I liked the transition and the audio volume button on each slide"

Kudos from Fred Kemp

Rich says, "Okay, PHEW! Well done, y'all. Good timing. Feel free to add in blogs, and I'll save this transcript of course. I do have one more thing before we go. Just before class I shared your videos with a few faculty members. Got a reply from Fred already, that I think is a good one to share here with you. It's a strong compliment to y'all, and good thinking about the state of media in our program right now..."
Rich says, "here comes the email, in pieces..."

Rich says, "Fred Kemp: This is what I would like to encourage, instead of having them present their 5374 copyediting in scanned email attachments and fax calls. I don't have the courage to require it, though."
Rich says, "Locke, eventually, we need to have a technology requirement. So many cool things could be done via distance that much better reflect the nature of these courses and the skills we are trying to promote, and would present our program in a much more adventurous light. "
Rich says, "I understand Ken's concern about technological exclusion, but I think our program is reaching the point, and the conceptual blending place, where skills and technological apparatus join. "
Rich says, "Asking for cable or DSL seems a requisite to me. I have been severely hampered in my efforts over the last three years by our allowing dial-up."
Rich says, "There are simply so many more interactive channels and presentational modes available through high-speed, but the presence of one person in the class with dial-up (and every blinking year I have one person, at least, on dial-up) jerks my chain."
Rich says, "..."
Rich says, "Thought I'd share that with y'all."

Student Thoughts About Making the Video

AlisonP says, "The tech requirements are so important for stretching our skills! I wouldn't have tried this unless you made us . . ."
Rich says, "Many faculty want to do more media, but it's difficult sometimes with the technology."
Alec says, "And we did this in a truncated course (of time, not content), nonetheless!!"
Rich says, "It is a stretch, yes."
Rich says, "but, let me ask you this..."
Rich says, "how many of you are thinking of using your video or creating one in the future now?"
Fawn says, "me me me"
Lennie raises his hand
Gillian says, "I am"
Glenn says, "me"
AlisonP says, "I can't wait to try it."
Alec says, "me...in some fashion"
Janie says, "yes""
Barbara says, "yes"
Kendall says, "I might try one."
Joel says, "considering our students are faculty, I don't think asking for access to a high speed connection is problematic"
Fawn says, "yes, thanks for forcing us to do this"
CynthiaM says, "Yes"
Gillian says, "Yes, I love being forced (LOL)"
Alec says, "A more immediate integration is of blogs with my PR students...I"m going to do a bi-weekly blogging assignment like we have here."
Rich says, "well, as always with this class, I'm thoroughly impressed. The quality of your work is top notch."
Time says, "Me"
Time says, "- Plan to create a few more soon"

Final Presentations

Alec [to Rich]: What / how are we going to present next week?
Joel says, "PPT?"
Rich says, "I'll send an email out but the idea is an abstract and/or outline, and it'd be up to you how you present."
Rich says, "ppt, word, txt, moo text, movie..."
Rich says, "whatever works best"
Lennie says, "pdf webpage"
Alec says, "Sounds good.... okay, I'm going to enjoy some lovely sweet dessert... later all"
Rich [to Lennie]: that probably works best

Cynthia leaves a citation

CynthiaM says, "Elizabeth R. Turpin. "New Lamps for Old: A Reevaluating of Technical Communication in the Context of Classical Rhetoric" Writing on the Edge 1.1 (1989:87-97. I couldn't find it online so I use interlibrary loan to get it."

-- End log: Monday, July 31, 2006 7:36:59 pm English MOO time --

