7-10-06 

There appears to be some writing on the note ...

-- Start log: Monday, July 10, 2006 5:39:21 pm English MOO time --

Gillian says, "He just seemed to pull out every emotional stop - "
Gillian says, "I also heard the speech at the time it was delivered, so it was interesting to revisit it"
Alec says, "Yep. That's one of the reasons i required it"
Gillian says, "Last night we were talking in the Moo about how you could get a paper out of that speech (just analyzing it)"
Alec says, "I know...I ended up getting 2 papers out of it in grad school"
Gillian says, "Long ones?"
Locke saunters in.
Alec says, "oh, typical ones... 20 or so each"
Gillian says, "Hey, Locke"
Locke [to Gillian]: did you get some rain last night?
Alec says, "one i presented up in Canada"
Alec says, "Hey Locke"
Gillian says, "No, we got about an inch last week though"
Locke [to Alec]: howdy
Locke says, "we got .60 last night, and it wasnt' even forecast"
Alec says, "It's about 85 and humid here today"
Gillian says, "Wow. We got a lot of thunder - but all fluff and no stuff"
Locke [to Alec]: thanks to your e-mail, I'm now starting to work on the spring times/dates
Gillian says, "[to Locke] Are you talking about next May, or something else?"
Locke says, "about spring's dates/times"
Alec [to Locke]: woo hoo!! i was working on ours the other day which is why i sent you that email
Gillian says, "k"
Locke says, "i know what we're offering, but I haven't assigned any times/dates to the courses"
Locke says, "or rooms, for the f2f classes"
Locke says, "have y'all heard from Kelly? I'm quite concerned"
Rich will brb. "Need to reboot."
Rich (asleep) has disconnected.
Alec [to Locke]: No, I haven't. Has she dropped off ?
Gillian says, "[to Locke] Not in a while. She was very sick in May"
Gillian says, "[to Locke] If the program were to lose her, it would be a great loss"
Locke hasn't heard a peep in a month. I'm hoping she's not laid up in some hospital room
Alec says, "Wow, that's unlike her."
Gillian says, "[to Locke] I will email her tonight and see if I get a response and let you know"
Locke says, "I've emailed, called, and had Christy call every number we have for her"
Gillian says, "[to Locke] And she is not at those numbers anymore?"
Locke says, "well, it's not somehting I need to foist off on you, but I thought someone might have heard something"
Locke [to Gillian]: no answer
Gillian says, "[to Locke] I hope she is okay - such a kind and giving person"
Alec says, "that is odd...i hope shes okay"
Locke says, "I'm sure we'll eventually learn something"
Gillian says, "[to Locke] In she in a course right now?"
Alec [to Locke]: what class is she taking now, any?
Locke says, "just keep your ears open if any of the M2 hear from her"
Locke [to Gillian]: she's supposed to be in mine's and Ken's, but she's so far a no-show
Locke says, "she's paid and registered, which is an argument for being out of touch rather than dropping out"
Gillian says, "[to Locke] Please let me know if you hear something - she was so nice to me and to all of us (and worked very hard in the course)"
Alec says, "How's that class going, by the way?"
Locke [to Alec]: it's ok -- kind of odd, but in an experimental sort of way
Locke says, "kendall is in there, and coudl give you a much better impression from the student side of thigns than I could"
Alec [to Locke]: because it's team taught or because it's in the summer
Locke [to Alec]: no, it's the special topic
Alec [to Locke]: ahhh
CynthiaM arrives from Current Classes
Alec [to CynthiaM]: "hello
Locke [to CynthiaM]: howdy
Locke says, "hot and humid in Alabama?"
Gillian says, "[to Cynthia] Hi, girl"
Rich has connected.
CynthiaM says, "Hey there. How is everyone tonight?"
Alec [to Rich]: Back I see...
Rich nods.
Rich (asleep) has disconnected.
Gillian says, "Everything is great in NM, what about you?"
Rich has connected.
Alec says, "I'm dandy..."
Gillian says, "We seem to be boring Rich"
Rich smiles.
Rich says, "Getting my setup set up."
Gillian says, "He keeps falling asleep"
Alec says, "We'll keep him awake in a bit when we start talking about Jesse Jackson"
Rich is really looking forward to it.
Gillian says, "[to Alec] Were you impressed by that speech (in a pos. way)?"
Alec [to Gillian]: Yes, on several levels. And I also found something missing out of it, so it's both a well constructed speech and one that could be improved!
Alec says, "I still get goosebumps every time I see it."
Gillian says, "[to Alec] The "I Have a Dream" speech makes me cry"
CynthiaM [to Locke]: "hot and humid--that's mostly how it is here. What have you been doing since the seminar?
Alec [to Gillian]: That's a good example of an extemp / impromptu speech.... most P.S. classes use it for pathos, but I use it for several others
Gillian says, "Free at last, free at last .... that is what really gets to me"
Rich nods.
Glenn arrives from Classrooms (all)
Gillian says, "Hi, Glen"
Alec [to Gillian]: did you know he was halfway through the speech when he started going off on tangents....into "preacher mode" so to speak.
Glenn says, "Hello"
Gillian says, "[to Alec] Do you mean Jackson, or MLK?"
Alec [to Gillian]: MLK
CynthiaM [to Glenn]: "What
CynthiaM [to Glenn]: "What's up?
Gillian says, "[to Alec] No, I guess I hadn't noticed that - I'll have to read it again"
Alec [to Gillian]: JJ was very scripted although he gets into preacher mode about 1/4 of the way through and doesn't stop.
Gillian says, "Alec, you are so much fun to talk to"
Barbara arrives from Current Classes
Alec says, "LOL thanks"
Gillian waves to the girl from Boston
Gillian says, "[to Alec] I mean it - it is a pleasure"
Lennie arrives from Classrooms (all)
Alec [to Gillian]: Well thank you, it's a pleasure to be in class with you too
Barbara says, "good afternoon everyone"
Lennie says, "Hiya"
Alec [to Barbara]: Hello
Alec [to Lennie]: Hey
Alec [to Glenn]: Howdy
Gillian says, "Thinking is a hoot"
Gillian says, "[to Lennie] Hi, Lennico"
Barbara says, "very slow MOO for me"
Rich says, "thinking = good"
Glenn says, "But what's a hoot?"
Lennie [to Alec]: How's Indiana
Rich [to Barbara]: slow?
Barbara [to Rich]: yes, lag
Gillian says, "[to Gleen] Thinking is always a hoot"
Rich says, "k. Good to know."
Alec [to Lennie]: Not too shabby...bit humid here today, but overall nice. Should be getting some rain later.
Rich says, "anyone else?"
Alec says, "Nope, I'm running fine tonight"
CynthiaM says, "things seem fine here."
Barbara says, "couldn't log on with Netscape, had to switch to IE but still slow"
Locke goes home.
Lennie says, "The lag is zero, so it must be her connection."
Janie arrives from Classrooms (all)
Gillian says, "[to Barbara] So, you are dealing with dialup?"
Janie waves
Alec [to Janie]: hello
Lennie waves to Janie
Barbara [to Gillian]: nope, at work on high speed
Gillian waves to her good friend Janie
Gillian says, "[to Barbara] Wow - living in the modern world!"
Barbara says, "hi Janie"
Rich says, "so what music y'all have tonight? I'm listening to Dar Williams (Celtic)."
Joel arrives from Classrooms (all)
Lennie hears the strains of sponge bob in the background and his kids laughter
Gillian says, "[to Rich] Have you ever listened to Natalie MacMaster?"
Alec says, "Michael Hedges...guitar from Windham Hill"
Rich [to Gillian]: no. Good?
Joel says, "Who lives in a pinapple under the sea? Lenn..ie"
Alec says, "LOL"
Janie says, "music--my daugheter playing in background"
Gillian says, "[to Rich] Great Celtic music - the best"
Joel says, "Keane"
AlisonP arrives from Classrooms (all)
Janie [to Lennie:]: how is your son?
Gillian says, "[to Rich] Also, Andy Irvine and Paul Brady"
AlisonP says, "Hey everyone."
Rich [to Gillian]: got a Web site? I'll check out later. Maybe email me.
Janie waves to Alison.
Alec [to Rich]: Ever hear of Connemara? They're a Canadian / Irish band from Newfoundland. Good combo of traditional and new irish jigs and songs.
Gillian says, "[to Rich] Will send you some titles"
Rich [to Gillian]: thanks. "Who we missing?"
Gillian hums - oh me and me cousin one Arthur MacBride as we went a walkin' down by the seaside
Kendall arrives from Classrooms (all)
Gillian says, "[to Kendall] Good evening"
Alec [to Kendall]: Greetings...
Kendall says, "Good evening to you as well."
Glenn says, "I hear the sounds of saws and drills, as my dad and I are finishing a bedroom in our basement--can't do that in a traditional classroom!"
Gillian is happy as a lark
Joel says, "It's not TIME!!!"
Rich [to Glenn]: nice
Alec [to Glenn]: Hey, when you're done there want to come over and put up my deck rails? 
Lennie says, "How TIME flies"
Glenn [to Alec]: if the pay's right...
Alec [to Glenn]: Beer and pizza...
Rich is still trying to replace parts of his fence. Neighbor's barn flew apart and blew over part of his fence.
Rich says, "Alec and Barbara are on this evening. If there's time we'll look at the Poetics, also. If not, I'll make a video to be watched off-MOO."
Lennie [to Janie]: Sorry I missed your question. He is doing great. The tonsils were very big and very infected so it is good they are gone.
Rich [to Lennie]: poor fella
Joel says, "ice cream's great, though!"
Gillian says, "[to Lennie] Glad to hear that your son is okay "
Janie [to Lennie:]: I'm glad to hear that
Lennie [to Rich]: It is a rough life with all that ice cream.
Barbara [to Lennie]: that's good news, that he's doing well
Rich smiles.
Gillian says, "[to Lennie] Are you okay?"
Gillian says, "having a sick kid is difficult"
Lennie says, "I survived..."
Gillian gives Lennie and understanding pat on the back
Lennie says, "It was nothing like what Kendall went through last summer. "
AlisonP says, "I'm curious. . ."
Alec says, "Okay, so I get to talk about The Rhetoric tonight...everyone ready?"
Gillian says, "[to Lennie] What was that?"
Joel says, "k, Alec"
Gillian Listens to Alec
Barbara nods...ready
Glenn says, "ready "
Rich shares a URL. (http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/sayitplain/jjackson.html)
<http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/sayitplain/jjackson.html >.
AlisonP says, "Let's go."
Alec says, "Unfortunately I don't have a PowerPoint presentation. Tonight we'll be doing things the old fashioned way - through the spoken (well, sort of) word."
Kendall says, "It's always stressful when your kid goes under anesthesia, so I'm glad your kid is enjoying his ice cream now."
Alec says, "And if there's a slow point, I'm just dropping and dragging text...no worries, i'm still here"
Rich can imagine.
Alec says, "First we'll be looking at Jesse Jackson's speech. I have a few questions for you that should foster some discussion about it. I'll then turn my attention to specific concepts from On Rhetoric, hopefully showing you the connections between the two."
Gillian says, "Great site"
Alec says, "On Rhetoric (or The Rhetoric) is considered by many to be the first textbook on the subject of speech, which is essentially the foundation for the modern public speaking course. As such, I thought it best if we approach tonight's subject matter from that perspective in order to give us a holistic approach to classical rhetoric."
Alec says, "IN other words, we're doin' it 'old school' tonight folks :)"
Lennie cheers for Alec!
AlisonP says, "As in The Academy?"
Joel says, "retro, BABY!"
Rich is (re)listening to Jackson whilst reading Alec on Ari.
Time arrives from Current Classes
Alec says, "totally retro my friends....think of us sitting around in chairs, drinking some tasty beverages, and waxing poetic of rhetoric and Jackson"
Gillian says, "Hi, Time"
Alec says, "Hey time...you're just in time"
Time says, "yah?"
Alec says, "First up - I thought the best way to understand Aristotle's notion of rhetoric was to see / hear it in action. I chose Jesse Jackson's address because many people (scholars and professionals alike) believe this is one of the best political convention speeches of all time. On Stanford University's list of 100 all time best speeches, this ranks in the 40s. It contains metaphors, themes, pathos and all of the requisite items needed for a convention speech."
Lennie [to Alec]: Sounds great. 
Alec says, "It also still brings goosebumps and chills to me every time i see it."
Fawn arrives from Current Classes
Joel says, "yes, true"
Alec [to Fawn]: hey...
Time says, "Sitting around waxing Michael Jackson? Man, what have I happened upon?"
Fawn says, "sorry I am late...connection troubles"
Alec says, "LOL"
Alec says, "so first...How did you like the speech?"
Gillian says, "[to Time] Jessie Jackson"
Joel says, "they both said the "kid ain't my son" sorry..."
Time says, "Jesse is even more hairy"
AlisonP says, "Good one, Joel."
Gillian says, "[to Alec] I thought it was manipulative"
Alec says, "That's interesting...how so?"
Alec [to Gillian]: That's interesting...how so?
Kendall says, "I would say that all speech is manipulative."
Lennie says, "I remember hearing this speech in 1988 and I recall it for its way of pulling the party together. Common Ground."
Rich says, "I love Jackson's pauses."
Gillian says, "He pulls out every emotional stop imaginable and you also have to understand the context (trying to win a nomination)"
Rich says, "creates understanding"
Alec [to Lennie]: Yes, that's one of the key goals of the speech
Barbara says, "very heavy on emotion and pathos"
Alec says, "There's pathos here? (said with sarcasm) :)"
Joel [to Rich:]: did you ever catch the green eggs and ham on SNL? Great pauses. Great
Barbara says, "especially to the powerless, disenfranchised"
Gillian says, "In some ways it is well done, but the manipulation (via pathos) is very transparent"
Rich remembers that one.
Kendall says, "He had already conceded the nomination; the speech was Jackson's consolation prize."
Alec [to Gillian]: I'll givey ou that one
Rich [to Kendall]: didn't know that
Alec [to Kendall]: Yes, and it also rings true of 4 years prior whne he gave the Rainbow Coalitiion speech
Gillian says, "[to Kendall] Well, I have egg on my face - didn't know that"
Lennie says, "Kendall is right. He was a loser at this point."
Alec says, "Okay, the second question then: How did the speech make you feel? Why?"
Joel [to Kendall:]: makes sense, since he doesn't address some parts of the DNC faithful
AlisonP says, "I liked That Gillian contextualized her comments--it is impossible not to consider the audience and occasion when hearing/reading this speech."
Rich says, "I felt greatness."
Kendall [to Alec]: it does.
Joel [to AlisonP:]: this is where A. differs from P.
Alec [to AlisonP]: Very true, and Jackson is a master of recognizing that
Gillian says, "[to Lennie] Except that I was wrong about the reason for the speech"
Alec [to Rich]: You personally felt greatness from the speech or did you feel great after hearing the speech?
Lennie says, "I hear him straining to keep his themes alive as the main democratic presidential effort moves beyond him. "
Fawn says, "Maybe that is why the pathos. He is feeling sorry for himself and wants some commiseration?"
Rich says, "a little of both, I suppose. "
Gillian says, "I still think it had (obvisouly) a political lilt (perhaps with the idea of getting something later"
Kendall [to Gillian]: not really....he would have liked the nomination, but he was trying to rouse the party to action.
Alec [to Rich]: That might be key when we talk about pathos.
Rich says, "I liked the paragraphs on 'common good,' especially. 'Common good is finding commitment to new priorities, to expansion and inclusion.'"
Rich says, "reverb effect"
Alec says, "Any other feelings during the speech? Or types of feelings?"
Joel says, "His party is starting to move towards the center since the Republican party is to the far right. He feels that the "disenfranchised" as Barbar aptly puts it, needs a voice"
Gillian says, "[to Kendall] I will give you that, but I still say it was very manipulative and I don't like to be maipulated"
Lennie says, "This speech and its theme of inclusion was very current with the trend of multiculturalism that grew in the 1980s"
Gillian says, "[to Alec] It was brilliant - I'll say that"
Alec [to Lennie]: And JJ was at the forefront of inclusion with his Rainbow Coalition
CynthiaM says, "Structurally, the speech is fine, but I found that it manipulative and insincere."
Alec says, "Anyone get disgusted listening to it?"
Alec says, "Or angry?"
Rich says, "I also felt a little bit of shame; having walked around Birmingham, seen the bus that Rosa Parks was on, etc. That probably comes more from listening to the speech years later rather than at the time."
Alec says, "Or happy?"
Time says, "angry?"
Gillian says, "And, it doesn't compare to MLK's "I have a dream" speech (and it is hard not to compare them)"
Glenn says, "He is pretty good when he quits talking about himself...but overall I didn't think very highly of the speech"
Joel says, "I think Gillian is saying that the speech contains one issue for every person, like many political speeches. In an effort to appeal to everyone. Right Gillian."
Fawn (asleep) has disconnected.
Alec [to Joel]: That's a good way of putting it...a little something for everyone.
Gillian says, "[to Joel] Yes, that is exactly what I mean"
Kendall says, "It's also reminiscent of Barbara Jordan's speech in 1976. Her speech was all about the Democratic Party being the party of inclusion. Really very similar themes, but very different speech. Gillian probably would have liked it better--less pathos more logos."
Gillian says, "Clinton used to do that, too."
Lennie says, "I think you are hearing the remnants of his stump speech. "
Fawn has connected.
Alec says, "Okay, here's my third question: What did you think of Jackson after he gave the speech?"
Gillian says, "[to Kendall] Thanks - I will look that up"
Lennie says, "I had a renewed respect for his conviction regarding the need for inclusion."
Alec says, "If I had a chalk board I'd be furiously writing these down... :)"
Rich says, "I thought Jackson was fighting terrible odds."
Alec [to Rich]: In what way?
Lennie says, "Was this the campaign that Patrick Buchanan brought up the "culture war" theme or was that 92? I think it was 88."
Rich says, "fighting Reagenomics."
Alec [to Lennie]: I think 92, but don't know for sure
Rich smiles.
Alec [to Rich]: Yes, that would be an uphill battle of sorts
Rich says, "pre-Reagenomics."
AlisonP says, "It is hard to separate what I feel for JJ as separate from this speech--but I heard an evangelist giving a sermon, not a politician giving a speech. "
Kendall [to Rich]: it's true; in 1988 Jackson winning a many primaries as he did was huge. No one believed that an African-American could be a viable candidate for President and he changed that.
Gillian says, "[to Alec] I also think Jackson put spin on some things; truthfully, I don't have a lot of respect for him"
Joel says, "I understood why he was so successful and effective at being the voice for many people..."
Alec [to Kendall]: Don't forget the religious factor too...very rare in deed
Glenn [to Joel]: effective???
Joel says, "but I would argue that the presidency requires execution, not just ideas"
Time says, "Yes, that it was an uphill battle, perhaps. But that he was deeply committed to inclusion, equality, "
Gillian says, "Part of my oppinion is shaped by other things I have heard about him"
Kendall says, "And he was a more serious public figure at this time too, so it was easier to take this speech seriously."
Alec [to Gillian]: Ahhh....that's going to be key here in a moment; don't forget that
Gillian says, "[to Joel] I agree with you - a presidency is not just a rhetorical means to an end"
Joel [to Glenn:]: each time he aasociated himself with a cause or story, it got press and attention. In PR, that's effective!
Lennie says, "I fear some of you may be judging JJ too much through the lens of some of his more recent actions. "
Rich wishes our debt was as it was in 1988.
Kendall says, "Of course Frank Zappa spoofed him in a song called rhyming man. I'm JJ gave up the rhymes for the speech."
Gillian says, "[to Lennie] You may be right"
Alec [to Lennie]: It's hard not to, but it's understandable.
Joel says, "ETHOS"
Alec says, "Question Four: What was Jackson's goal of the speech?"
Gillian says, "I hope I haven't offended anyone - but I says what I thinks"
CynthiaM [to Lennie]: "True. It's hard to separate now and then.
Lennie says, "He seemed more mainstream back then and not so extreme. He has championed some strange causes in recent years."
Joel says, "you're legitimacy comes from your character...remember, we're on A. tonight"
Rich says, "create support for family farms"
Rich says, "and the middleclass"
Alec says, "In other words, why was he giving that speech there on that occasion?"
Lennie says, "I think unity is the goal--out of many, one."
Gillian says, "[ to Alec] I think he wanted to maintain power in the party"
Fawn says, "to remind them of whence they came and how far they could go?"
Alec says, "Unity is one, yes"
Rich says, "at the democratic national convention?"
AlisonP says, "to win the minority vote?"
Alec says, "Maintanence is another...good"
Kendall [to Alec]: I think that's the most interesting question. He was rousing the party to action to win the election. Of course, Dukakis lost. From the most crucial measure of the speech, it was something of a failure, but I'm not entirely sure how much affect such speeches have.
Barbara says, "greater inclusion in the democratic party"
Joel says, "I think he wanted to show that he understood all people, not just blacks, or the poor, or those fighting the civil rights movement"
Alec says, "History and inclusion...good"
Rich says, "get people to vote...?"
Fawn says, "Could he be setting himself (and his party) up for the next time?"
Alec [to Kendall]: That will depend on the audience, of course. Did anyone get a chance to veiw the speech at all?
Time says, "Yes, to keep people motivatd and supporting the Dem party, despite the fact that he was out of it (the race)"
Joel [to Fawn:]: good point
Lennie says, "Dukakis just couldn't unify the party like JJ hoped it would be unified."
Glenn [to Joel]: did you listen to the same speech I did--ALL the people??
Gillian says, "[to Fawn] Yes, I think so. I am not convinced that he made the speech just because he's a good guy"
Lennie says, "What did you mean by your question Glenn?"
Alec says, "If you get a chance, one thing you'll see in viewing it is that the audience was not only applauding but they were CRYING and WEEPING when he spoke towards the end....hmmmmm"
Glenn [to Lennie]: i don't think I saw myself any where in that speech
AlisonP says, "I would credit that to JJ's use of narration--"
Lennie [to Glenn]: Why? Who did you see?
Alec [to AlisonP]: Do you mean speaking style?
Fawn says, "to Alison "I thought of you at the end with his personal narration"
Joel [to Glenn:]: Yes, ALL people are affected by AIDS, all people are affected by poverty, All people are negatively affected by poor education, etc. Not just those in the situation.
Glenn [to Lennie]: not me
AlisonP says, "No, his use of story--his personal story--to create empathy and understanding. . ."
Rich nods to Alison.
Alec says, "In the end, I think his goal is this: "We meet tonight at the crossroads, a point of decision. Shall we expand, be inclusive, find unity and power; or suffer division and impotence?"
Time sings someday we'll find it... the rainbow coalition
Gillian says, "I'll admit, I liked the quilt stuff"
Gillian says, "[to Time] LOL"
Lennie [to Glenn]: Did he alienate you with sections that focused on people of poverty who had been excluded?
AlisonP says, "Jesse and Kermit the Frog--now, there's a pair."
----------------------------------Lennie-----------------------------------
We find common ground at the plant gate that closes on workers without notice. We find common ground at the farm auction, where a good farmer loses his or her land to bad loans or diminishing markets. Common ground at the schoolyard, where teachers cannot get adequate pay, and students cannot get a scholarship and can't make a loan. [applause] Common ground at the hospital admitting room, where somebody tonight is dying because they cannot afford to go upstairs to a bed that's empty waiting for someone with insurance to get sick. We are a better nation than that.
---------------------------------finished----------------------------------
Joel [to Time:]: I sense a podcast coming on...now that ropesville is complete
Rich [to Lennie]: thanks. Good bit.
Gillian says, "[to Lennie] Great stuff, but then I ask myself, is this guy really planning to do anything about all this?"
Janie says, "He uses alot of cultural references to create background for emotion. Alot of what he refers to is already very loaded for many people and he uses that. Perhaps that is why we feel manipulated?"
Barbara says, "to some extent he is prophetic, the democratic party has suffereed division and impotence lately"
Alec says, "So here's my last question (for now) about JJ's speech: What evidence or support did Jackson use to support his point?"
Fawn [to Gillian]: "probably not because he is already out of it
Lennie [to Gillian]: Sure. I think he would have done a lot in these areas.
Joel [to Gillian:]: that's probably a point of Alec's. This is a convention speech. Not a "this is what I'll do as President" speech. 
Fawn [to Alec]: "which point exactly?
Gillian says, "[to Lennie] I don't think so, and frankly my feelings about this speech are colored by the fact that I struggled a lot, but like Glenn, I don"
CynthiaM says, "The speech relies too much on emotion. The language is expressive but there's not much real substance."
Alec [to Fawn]: In c
Gillian says, "I don't see myself in this speech"
Lennie nods
Barbara says, "he used some economics stats about half way through the speech, other than that not much evidence"
Alec [to Fawn]: In persuading his audience, did Jackson just motivate or was there tangible 'evidence' used to persuade them of his appeal / goal?
Gillian says, "However, MLK could move me to tears, and I think JJ is trying to ride on King's coat tails"
Joel says, "what politician uses "tangible evidence"? Seriously"
Alec [to Barbara]: Good...he did bring out some tangibles 
Fawn says, "he used a lot of allegories and allusions but I didn't see too many evidences"
Janie [to Gillian:]: I agree
Alec [to Joel]: Actually, it's not that uncommon; It's how it's packaged and presented that is at question most of the time
AlisonP says, "Sure--JJ gives specifics (Aids Hospice in Houston, TX. . .)that he uses as support for his emotional appeal--"
Gillian says, "[to Janie] I like you"
Alec [to Fawn]: Ahhh...but that can be. Good observation
Janie says, "references to the past"
Time says, "evidence: that he is one of "us" - that is, we are all part of a larger group, standing on common ground, with similar issues, difficulties, problems, and causes. "
Alec [to Janie]: Good...hsitorical events
Alec [to Time]: Yes, with personal examples. Good
Lennie says, "He uses a lot of examples or instances. He also argues a lot based on morals."
Time says, "And that Women cannot buy bread, meat, milk cheaper."
Gillian says, "I thought his reference to JFK was an awkward attempt to appeal to middle class white America"
Alec says, "heres one i found: The only time that we win is when we come together. In 1960, John Kennedy, the late John Kennedy, beat Richard Nixon by only a hundred and twelve thousand votes - less than one vote per precinct. He won by the margin of our hope. He brought us together. He reached out. He had the courage to defy his advisors and inquire about Dr. King's jailing in Albany, Georgia. "
Joel says, "he provides examples of Democratic leaders that made things better - JFK, Carter (well...)"
Alec [to Gillian]: It wasn't just to middle class but to those who rememberd JFK....history
Gillian says, "Remember his "hymietown" remark - shows his true colors"
Janie says, "memory of JFK is loaded with emotion for many"
Rich nods.
Alec says, "Okay, now that we have a basic discussion of JJ's speech under our belt, I want to move to more Aristotelian concepts and connect the two for us. Sound good?"
Lennie [to Gillian]: Hymietown? Is that in this speech?
Time says, "I was sort of being humorous, but that is actually an excellent example of his evidence (that women are getting paid 60 cents on the dollar, buuuuut they cannot buy things cheaper. So, he used that actuality to support his argument for egender equality"
Gillian says, "[to Lennie] No, it came later, but still, I am influenced by that"
Lennie nods
Alec says, "On my supplemental website (www.alechosterman.com/5364/home.htm), among other things, if you click on Organization of the Rhetoric that will pull up a PDF of the basic hierarchical structure of the Rhetoric, both in terms of rhetorical proofs and types of oratory. It's similar to the one in the B&H text, however this one came from an older Kennedy text. I used this same map when first learning about the text and it helped me follow along, especially since Aristotle is list-happy."
Joel thinks maybe hymietown is just down the road from Ropesville
Gillian says, "[to Lennie] WHich goes bsack to what you said earlier "
Glenn says, " I look at this strictly politically--of course we should take care of each other. But he melodramatically used generaly narration--compare this to MLK who used narration much more effectively because he demonstrated how everyone was affected. JJ does his best just to make you feel guilty for not voting for him--like you are evil--like we can't come together because you must not care enough for others, etc. people just get mad at him becasue they may feel they are good people but that doesn't mean they need to vote for him...there is a big difference politically speaking."
Gillian smiles at Joel
Alec says, "I made a website full of lots of good information for you on Aristotle, links to various concepts, and for the heck of it, how he's portrayed visually: www.alechosterman.com/5364/home.htm"
Fawn [to Joel]: "I actually live about 5 miles from Ropesville
Gillian says, "[to Alec] Thanks"
Rich shares a URL. (http://www.alechosterman.com/5364/home.htm)
<http://www.alechosterman.com/5364/home.htm >.
Rich says, "Ari's CV. Nice."
Lennie [to Rich]: Thanks
Gillian says, "Hot dog, Alec!"
Joel [to Fawn:]: I wrote a song about Ropesville...get Time to share it with you...
Alec says, "Yep, there it is..."
Alec says, "I also found some more current stuff on him (at the bottom)"
Barbara says, "very cool, thanks Alec"
Lennie [to Alec]: Great site! Wow!
Alec says, ""So what was Aristotle's definition of rhetoric?"
Gillian says, "Like I said, I love being in class with people like Alec "
Alec says, "And don't look at the bottom...lol"
Fawn says, "finding the best way to persuade at the appropriate time"
Gillian says, "Don't worry, Alec - no cheating here"
Rich says, "The faculty of discovering, in any particular case, the available means of persuasion. "
Rich says, "faculty, I believe, means art and ability"
Alec says, "Persuasion is key..."
Gillian says, "Using knowledge to persuade"
Alec says, "Yes, in some definitions faculty is replaced by art"
Rich says, "I'd say available means, too, is important (speaks to invention)"
Alec says, "It all depends upoin the translation"
Joel says, "used especially for persuasion where the absolute truth might not be found"
Fawn [to Joel]: "About that song, sounds interesting. I wrote a poem to Alison on her blog
Gillian says, "I think Ari used knowledge to persuade in a way that Plato did not"
Alec [to Joel]: To a certain point, but truth isn't mentioned... hmmm
Joel [to Fawn:]: mine was to REM's "Don't go Back to Rockville"
AlisonP says, "Barry Manilow is jealous, Fawn."
Alec says, "For Aristotle, rhetoric entailed not just the creation of discourse, but also the analysis by the audience. In other words, the rhetor created the discourse with, perhaps, the overall goal in mind (persuade them of something) an idea of the audience he/she will be addressing, and the context in which the discourse will be given. The rhetor then presents the discourse&"
Lennie [to Rich]: "faculty" seems like a key term. Do you know what it is in the original greek and what has been done to the term in translation?
Gillian says, "Plato relied more on the dialectic"
AlisonP says, "Ari considered rhetoric a way to investigate everything."
Fawn [to AlisonP]: "hope you enjoyed it
Alec says, "So on one hand we have the creation aspect...and on the other the analysis"
Alec says, "In turn, the audience has the overall responsibility to assess whether or not the speaker's discourse was persuasive enough to be believed, and thereby cause the desired action. If it isn't successful, then the rhetor didn't choose the best method. In other words, rhetoric is not just a one-sided affair that lies solely with the rhetor. If this is accurate, then that begs the question: Can one engage in self-rhetoric? Things that make you go hmmm&..."
AlisonP says, "Copiously."
Alec says, "And I guess here is why I prefer Aristotle over others...he's not just concerned with the creation but also the effect it has on the audience and their role in rhetoric"
Alec says, "Does that make sense?"
Joel says, "So, did JJ analyze and appeal to his audience effectively?"
Lennie [to Alec]: Self-rhetoric? I guess Aristotle would say no. 
Alec says, "Audiences arern't just static...they participate"
Alec [to Joel]: I'd say yes...what would you say?
Rich [to Alec]: do we get that some with Isocrates as well?
Alec [to Rich]: Yes, in a sense we do. I think we find it more with Ari though, perhaps because of his belief in differntiating dialectic and rhetoric
Rich agrees.
Joel [to Alec:]: I agree on A. being audience centric. It's why I also like him. But you cannot be an applied communicator and not like the first person to recognize audience!
Kendall says, "I think Ari would go for self-rhetoric, because knowledge was something you already possessed; one discovered it in themselves. Self-rhetoric would allow one to discover truth."
Gillian says, "[to Alec] I see that, too"
Lennie [to Alec]: I was just rereading a Farrel article on Aristotle and he says that "the good or qualities internal to rhetoric are necessarily relational. ... they require some other in order to be practiced."
Alec [to Joel]: lol...true
Fawn says, "How can we measure when our audience has been rhetorized enough to make us successful?"
Kendall says, "I still think Ari is audience centric though."
Rich says, "why can I challenge you this way... JJ asks himself."
Joel [to Alec:]: I would say that he appeals to parts of the Democratic party. Not all of the audience, but he shows how all of them need to come together.
Alec [to Lennie]: Yes, and that lends itself nicely here to his definition
Gillian says, "[to Alec] Where Plato saw dialectic as a means to finding the Truth, Aristotle saw as a means to finding some degree of truth"
Alec [to Gillian]: Yep.
Rich says, "Aris uses enthymeme a lot, too..."
Gillian says, "It took a while to wrap my mind around that one"
Joel [to Fawn:]: when they pay you to speak
Lennie nods to Gillian about the mind wrapping.
Alec says, "Okay, there are two types of proofs...inartistic and artistic. Which one is using evidence already in existence?"
Fawn [to Joel]: "good measuring stick
Gillian says, "[to Lennie] Our Sunday night sessions have helped"
AlisonP says, "Good question, Fawn--how does one measure effectiveness when it is contingent on audience response?"
Fawn says, "artistic"
Alec [to Fawn]: cough artistic cough cough
Joel [to Fawn:]: I said it in jest, then got to thinking about preachers and motivational speakers, and it's partly true!
Alec [to Fawn]: :)
Rich says, "nonartistic uses 'evidence'; artistic uses appeals"
Glenn [to fawn,]: allison but how about now? do we have to take into account an audience decades later? I mean, now days who isn't part of our audience? Is it possible to analyze a specific audience's reaction when all the wired world might be in the audience?
Gillian says, "[to Alison] This may sound simplistic, but does the audience respond in the way you would like?"
Lennie [to Fawn]: Good one.
Alec [to Fawn]: oops I meant inartistic lol..i can't even get the joke right
AlisonP says, "And then there's the question of which audience--today there are multiple audiences. . ."
Alec says, "INartistic is using prexisting evidence...with JJ that would be the "evidence" I asked you about earlier."
Gillian says, "[to Alison] I mean, that is one measure - but are you talking about calculating that in advance?"
Alec says, "Now, with artistic proofs there were 3..ethos, pathos, and logos"
AlisonP says, "I think it's taken into account, but impossible to calculate. . ."
Kendall says, "Most rhetors use an implied audience even if everyone "hears.""
Joel [to Glenn:]: what if you didn't hear the speech in '88 and now access it. Isn't that messing with Kairos. Esp. since the threat of nuclear war is gone and Reganomics was partially successful?
Alec says, "Ethos must be assigned during the speech...Was that hard for people to do? Were you bringingin in what you already know about JJ when listneing to it?"
Rich wonders if nonartistic can be 'inalienable rights'
Gillian says, "[to Alison] But don't you think we (and Aristotle) try to calculate audience response (or convincing the audience) as we develop our arguments?"
Glenn [to Alec]: Ethos doesn't do much for me without logos
Alec [to Glenn]: Okay, how do you define logos then
Gillian says, "[to Glenn] I agree with you"
Janie [to Gillian]: alison:later Ari mentions that the poet must remove himself from his work and try to look for incongruities--so look from the audience's perspective
Kendall says, "As Lennie pointed out, the Kairos with this speech is all wrong for us. As Alec pointed out, the audience was moved to tears at the time."
AlisonP says, "Gillian, that's huge--considering the audience--but I don't think any audience is entirely predictable."
Alec says, "Pathos are the emotional appeals one uses...to experience fear or passion. Logos is not just reasoning but also words and arrangement, something overlooked at times."
CynthiaM [to Alec_Glenn]: "Didn't Aris emphasize logos--the reasons and evidence in an argument?
Alec says, "So yes, JJ's speech has to be assessed by all three."
Rich says, "a vote for me is a vote for you. To not vote is to surrender. Keep hope alive."
Glenn [to Alec]: for JJ and that type of speech, there isn't much--there's very little that is analyzed, supported, deliberated--this type of speech doesn't allow for that
Time [to Gillian,]: I do think we try to calculate audience response, to some extent. That is how we can ask questions of our selves (or of our own text) - because we can sort of predict wha tthe audience will be questioning and how we canaddress those inquiries.
Alec says, "I'd say that the speech is more than just pathos, it's also logos-driven because the words he chose, the arrangement, and reasoning fit the occasion"
Gillian says, "[to Alison] Sure, I would certainly agree with you, but we still try to predict, right? Think of your students (if you teach). We are trying to engage them in a class by argument"
Joel [to CynthiaM:]: true, pathos was substandard to logos and ethos
Gillian says, "[to Time] Yes, I see your point"
Rich nods. "JJ is using logic as well as appeals to authority, such as Jesus Christ.
Alec says, "One last question and then I'll provide my wrapup comment... What type of speech was it...Epideictic, Forensic, or Deliberative?"
Kendall says, "I used to think logos was the most effective rhetorical strategy, but Bush won his second term basically on the strength of ethos entirely. His campaign was devoid of logos, because he didn't have any logos to give."
Joel says, "I'd need to agree with Glenn, I don't see much logos."
Gillian says, "[to Kendall] Great point"
Gillian says, "[to Joel] I got lost, do you mean in the JJ speech?"
Barbara says, "deliberative"
Joel [to Gillian:]: yes
Lennie says, "I have to mention if you want to see a masterful work of rhetoric see Gore's new movie. It is excellent and uses logos, ethos, and pathos really well."
Rich says, "uses epideictic, as well; lots of blame"
Alec says, "One for deliberative...what does everyone else think?"
Barbara says, "take that back. epideictic"
Gillian says, "[to Barbara] What is deliberatrive?"
Janie says, "deliberative--he wants audience to act"
Alec [to Barbara]: Why did you change to Epideictic?
Kendall says, "It's deliberative because he's trying to get people to decide something and do it."
AlisonP says, "Gillian, I'm not questioning whether or not to take audience repsonse into consideration--yes, yes, yes. What I'm questioning is how to measure audience response, and whether or not that is an accurate evaluation of the effectiveness of the speech."
Rich says, "pro and cons leading to choice"
Gillian says, "[to Janie] So, you think that is the reason for JJ's speech?"
Alec [to Kendall]: Good observation....
Gillian says, "[to Alison] Oh yes, I understand that"
Janie [to Gillian:]: one reason
Kendall says, "Certainly he's trying to praise the democratic party, but still...."
Lennie [to AlisonP]: I would say audience reaction is probably the best measure of a speech.
Alec says, "We can eliminate forensic...but it probably could be argued that it's deliberate and some could argue epideictic... (praise or blame)"
Barbara [to Alec]: althought it's deliberative in the sense of political, there isn't a cut and dry decision to be made...it's more ceremonial in the sense he's lost the election
Gillian says, "[to Alison] I think what I wondered is whether or not we measure effectiveness after the speech or before hand?"
Alec [to Barbara]: Interesting...
Rich [to Barbara]: nice point
Glenn says, "overall I would vote forensic--presenting a case in a way that the audience will reach the conclusuion he wants them to..."
Joel says, "I say Epideictic, there is no clear purpose he forwards for it to be deliberative...unless keep hope alive is a decision!"
Barbara says, "I was thinking deliberative as more legislative type of decision-making"
Lennie agrees with the ceremonial nature of JJs speech.
Gillian says, "[to Kendall] Why do you think he gave the speech?"
Alec says, "Okay, so why do all of this? Sinmple...we just engaged in the audience-side of rhetoric. We looked at the speech, assessed it's strengths and weaknesses, looked at JJ's ethos, and determined it's effectiveness. Congratulations, we just did rhetoric. :("
Janie [to Barbara:]: but wouldn't JJ want to persuade others that he is more intersted inthe party that he is in himself?
Alec says, " :)"
Fawn [to Alec]: "sorry my "artistic" wireless keeps going offline. Who wrote the actual speech? Just wondering
Kendall [to Gillian]: he was trying to mold the democratic party to his vision and mobilize his base--not necessarily the Democratic Party base.
Alec [to Fawn]: JJ's speech? I believe he did but I'm not 100% sure
Barbara [to Janie]: yes, sure. but is that deliberative?
Joel [to Fawn:]: Peggy Noonan :)
Gillian says, "[to Kendall] Yup, I think you are right"
Alec says, "In the end, Aristotle believed good rhetoric was "stating your case and proving it."
Rich says, "of course, good rhetoric (today) uses multiple forms"
Fawn [to Joel]: "thanks
Janie [to Barbara:]: despite the fact that he has lost they can still act...
Alec says, "And that's all from Mishawaka...any questions for me?"
Gillian says, "[to Kendall] That's one reason it irritated me"
Rich [to Alec]: what's an enthymeme?
Alec [to Rich]: a truncated syllogism
Time [to Fawn]: Yes! I often wonder who maybe behind famed speeches that we may (incorrectly) attribute to the speaker.
Fawn says, "Premise is probable"
Rich [to Alec]: involving what?
Alec [to Rich]: Example: "You've been a bad boy and you're going to get a spanking." 
Rich says, "right...makes an assumption..."
Alec [to Rich]: it involves the reasoning from the general to a specific case to a conclusion
Rich says, "involves the audience."
Fawn [to Time]: "I don't think all of them are smart enough to think of all the ins and outs of rhetorical influences
Rich says, "assumes the audience knows something"
Alec says, "enthymeme means 'held in the mind' - common sense"
Rich says, "that's why we think Aris involves the audience more, I suspect."
Kendall says, "I'm sure that Ann Richards and Barbara Jordan both wrote their own speeches."
Rich says, "he emphasizes enthymeme"
Lennie [to Alec]: But doesn't that reduce Aristotle to logos alone or predominantly?
Alec [to Rich]: common sense then
Joel [to Time_Fawn:]: most are written by PR hacks who have never read Ari or P.
AlisonP says, "I kind of see it as fill in the ________--requires the audience to contribute to the discourse."
Janie [to Rich:]: so indirectly involving the audience by using the enthymeme
AlisonP says, "Putting in the missing piece of the puzzle?"
Alec [to Lennie]: In a sense, yes...however he beieved ethos was the most important out of the three
Kendall says, "The thing that strikes me about JJ's speech is that it doesn't discuss the candidates as much as these speeches usually do."
Lennie nods
Rich [to Janie]: well, in a way, directly. Assuming the audience knows X, so that you can start with Y. Engages.
Joel [to Kendall:]: why do you say this?
Rich says, "for JJ, for instance, he was probably assuming everyone had democratic values."
Kendall says, "Ari is a reader response guy."
Gillian says, "[to Kendall] I thought he was saying that Dukakas did not really deserve the nomination"
Joel [to Kendall:]: I mean, writing their own speeches?
Rich [to Alec]: Nice work. Other questions for Alec?
Gillian says, "[to Rich] Good point, and that is one of the problems with the speech"
Joel says, "nice job, Alec!"
AlisonP says, "Alec, you're a tough act to follow."
Barbara applauds for Alec...thanks!
Alec [to AlisonP]: :) Thanks
Barbara [to Rich]: I'm ready
Janie says, "Great job, alec"
Time says, "Thank you Alec and remember: keep hope alive, keep hope alive, keep hope alive!"
Gillian says, "Good work, Alec"
Kendall [to Joel]: because Fawn asked if JJ wrote his speech. I don't know, but typically the convention keynote speaker is someone who knows the ins and outs of rhetoric and doesn't use a speech writer.
Lennie knocks loudly on the table for Alec!
Janie has hope
AlisonP says, "Thank you for the contemporary application."
Joel [to Time:]: that was another SNL skit...
Alec pass quilt to time
Barbara shares a URL. (http://www.faculty.english.ttu.edu/rice/5364/metaphysics.htm)
<http://www.faculty.english.ttu.edu/rice/5364/metaphysics.htm >.
Gillian claps for Barbara
Rich [to Alec]: thanks. Engaging.
Rich listens in to Barbara.
Barbara says, "and now for something very different...we are in a way picking up where Joel left off last week with Plato"
Kendall claps for Alec.
Barbara says, "Metaphysics is Aristotles major work on philosophy, on existence, and the search for knowledge"
Fawn [to Rich]: "I can't seem to stay connected. I changed to dial-up but we have a storm brewing. Sorry.
Barbara says, "I"
Rich [to Fawn]: would you like to edit the transcript when we're finished?
Joel [to Kendall:]: everyone in politics uses a speechwriter. They may provide the guts, but someone helps. Speechwriters are supposed to know their candidate so well it looks like the candidate wrote it...that's why good speechwriters are so valued
Barbara says, "I'm going to work through the slides, please jump in with questions as they come up."
Barbara says, "let's go to slide 2"
Fawn [to Rich]: "sure if you tell me how.
Barbara says, "Aristotles training in medicine was influential: it may have been the basis of the use of observation which characterizes his work. Categorization is equally important to understanding the Metaphysics as it is to understanding his views on rhetoric."
Rich [to Fawn]: I'll let you know after class.
Lennie [to Barbara]: Wasn't Ari's father a doctor? I seem to recall that.
Barbara says, "Aristotle divided knowledge into 3 branches: theoretical, practical, productive"
Fawn [to Joel]: & Kendall "I was thinking of the Kennedy/Chappaquidic (?) situation when I thought of "ghost writers" for speeches
Barbara [to Lennie]: yes, he was
Barbara says, "if no questions, let's go on to slide 3"
Joel [to Lennie:]: Doctor to Macedonian court and Philip
Gillian says, "[to Fawn] Edward Kennedy? Did he do something wrong?"
Barbara says, "Aristotles work was based on observation and reasoning and so is seen as the basis of empiricism. However, Aristotles science was NOT the scientific method in modern context of hypothesis and experimentation"
Fawn [to Gillian]: "good one
Joel [to Gillian:]: has he done anything right????
Lennie [to Barbara]: How is Ari's scentific knowledge different from the scientific method--no experimentation?
Kendall [to Joel]: I'm sure Ann Richards used a speech writer to help, but I've heard her talk about writing that speech herself, and Barbara Jordan has a master's degree in public speaking and was known for writing speeches for other people. In fact, she went to college on a scholarship she won for public speaking (and I don't think she used a speech writer in high school.) 
Gillian says, "[to Fawn] I always thought he was a good Catholic boy"
Rich wonders how is practical different than productive...
Barbara [to Lennie]: the scientific method is based on stating a hypothesis and then testing to see if it is true or not. Ari's method was strictly based on observation 
Lennie nods
AlisonP says, "Doesn't Ari include any "making" as an "art"--furniture, speeches, etc.?"
Barbara says, "no experimentation in the way we think of science today"
Joel [to Kendall:]: it's not always a competency issue, it's often a time issue. So maybe they wrote big speeches without assistance. That's an exception in politics
Alec [to Barbara]: Like grounded theory, right?
Janie [to Barbara:]: so he made observation first and then developed a conclusiion?
Rich nods to Alison.
Fawn [to Barbara]: "His science was more along natural ways
Gillian says, "[to Rich] Producion has to do with survival"
Barbara [to Alec]: great point! yes, very much like grounded theory
Gillian says, "Practical has to do with application"
Fawn [to Barbara]: "Like what we used to call a naturalist
Barbara says, "ok, slide 4"
Alec Having flashbacks to May Seminar...
Rich says, "well, Aristotle is creating the ground."
Barbara [to Fawn]: yes, he studied biology so that's a good analogy
Gillian says, "[to Alec] Let's not remember those days, k?"
Kendall [to Joel]: and remember Barbara Jordan gave her big speeches in the 70's when speech writers weren't as common.
Barbara says, "To understand the Metaphysics, we need to understand how Aristotle divided the world into particulars (individual things) and universals (generalities and principles derived from particulars through use of reason). And so observation (or experience) is one form of cognition while reasoning (deriving universals from particulars) is another"
Rich says, "Grounded theory involves using recursion to come up with a guide. A has created the guide through induction, basically."
Lennie [to Barbara]: Didn't we talk about how Plato's dialectic reasoning follows this same breaking down into parts and then seeking wholes?
Gillian says, "[to Barbara] Are we still on 3?"
Joel [to Kendall:]: you mean the 70's when Pat Buchanan was Nixon's speech writer :) 
Barbara [to Lennie]: sure, Ari didn't reject dialectic; it's a form of reasoning
Fawn [to Barbara]: "Does this slide equate with the green door example in the book?
Barbara [to Gillian]: 4
Gillian says, "[to Joel] Was he?"
Joel [to Gillian:]: yes
Gillian says, "Never knew that"
Barbara says, "so particulars are individual things we can observe. Universals are derived from observation of them and reasoning"
Gillian says, "Explains a lot"
Barbara says, "slide 5"
Barbara says, "last week we heard about Plato's Forms"
Rich notes Barbara's Slide-4 is very important 
Gillian returns to 4
Barbara says, "ahhh...questions about 4 before we move on to substance?"
Gillian says, "[to B] I think it is very clear"
Barbara says, "ok, let's go on to 5"
Rich says, "Aristotle's universals, Barb, differ from Plato's, yes?"
Alec says, "Clear and concise so far..."
AlisonP says, "So, how does one determine the essence of a thing?"
Barbara says, "yes, very much so...it's coming"
Barbara says, "One difference between Plato and Aristotle is the distinction between forms and substance. Platos Forms place the search for knowledge outside of things. You cant find knowledge by observing them. But to Aristotle substance is IN things and essence is what defines the substance (qualities that make it uniquely what it is); search for knowledge is observing things, defining their essence, categorizing or classifying."
Joel [to Rich:]: patience is a virtue... :)
Rich morphs into a Buddist statue.
Barbara [to AlisonP]: observation and induction
Barbara says, "today we'd probably dissect it"
AlisonP says, "Still--who decides what the central feature is and on what criteria?"
Lennie [to Barbara]: So essense is more particular than substance?
Rich says, "Aristotle really disagreed with his teacher about the nature of things."
AlisonP says, "Ha."
Lennie . o O ( What a rebel )
Alec [to Lennie]: But he was a rebel with a cause...
Barbara says, "essense is the quality of the substance....this gets complicated with form vs. function later on"
Rich wonders what the essence of a substance is.
Lennie nods
Barbara [to Rich]: very much so
Fawn [to Rich]: "would you re-send the URL as I got disconnected
Rich [to Fawn]: I'll whisper it to you
Kendall says, "Although I'm sure he didn't imagine the minuteness of essence, Ari really forecasted particle physics."
Barbara says, "essence is the quality that makes something what it is. Very abstract concept. "
Rich [to Barbara]: good notes on slide-6
Barbara says, "let's go to 6"
Glenn says, "is essence that which makes it it and unique from all other"
Fawn [to Rich]: "I don't know how to whisper :)
Lennie [to AlisonP]: Good question. I think as you classify and observe the separate substances fall into categories. You make them up based upon observation and similarities noticed among them. (I think?)
Barbara says, "Platos Forms were an attempt to deal with change in the world. His response was that there are Forms that exist outside of worldly reality (which is constantly changing), ideals that dont change. Aristotle recognized that Platos Forms dont explain change. "
Gillian says, "[to Kendall] How so?"
Barbara says, "The Eleatic view didnt explain change either, it just denied that change exists."
Barbara says, "and so what to do? Ari tried to come up with a middle ground"
Barbara says, "Aristotle recognized that change exists and that things come into existence and cease to exist. After all, we can observe change. Aristotle attempted to explain change and so we have cause: things change, come into existence or cease to exist because of a cause."
Kendall says, "If you think of essence as the basic elements, the configurations of electrons, protons, and neutrons that make them up, then Ari has described matter perfectly."
Gillian says, "[to Kenda;;] With alldue respect, I don't think he had the scientific knowledge at hand to do that"
Rich nods to Kendall.
Gillian says, "[to Kendall] I am not sure that he thought of essence that way"
Glenn [to Kendall]: it is a good description of elemental forms
Barbara says, "ok, so we've got change. Something changes form. Or it might come into being. Or it might cease to exist. All represent change"
Gillian says, "Problem is, after the fact, you can always read that into it"
Kendall [to Gillian]: that's what makes it so fantastic. He predicted physics even though I agree he didn't see essences as that tiny.
Barbara says, "And cause is the explantion for change"
Barbara says, "let's go to 7"
Gillian says, "[to Kendall] I think he engaged scientific study, but he merely went as far he could go"
Rich says, "turtles all the way down"
Joel [to Gillian_Kendall:]: he also thought women got hysteria from a moving uterus. He wasn't on the mark on all things scientific!
Barbara says, "Physics explains Aristotles concept of change and causation and applies it to nature"
Janie [to Barbara:]: and cause can also be observed?
Gillian says, "[to Joel] Yes, buddy from the NE, I would agree"
Barbara [to Janie]: depends on the type of cause, mostly it has to be reasoned
Rich wonders if there's a tech comm example of Aristotelian causality that comes to mind for anyone.
Time [to Joel]: - yes, hence the term Hysterectomy
Fawn [to Joel]: "Exactly why Vesalius was successful as the father of anatomy - he quit listening to Aristotle and Galen
Janie [to Barbara:]: so we observe the change and can reason the cause. I think I got it.
Barbara [to Rich]: good question. Anyone?
Joel [to Time_Fawn:]: both of you are correct!
Barbara [to Janie]: yes...that's important, hold on to that thought
Kendall [to Rich]: exactly, it's incredible to think that a thousand years later we were thinking turtles all the way down.
Barbara says, "ok everyone got change and cause?"
Rich nods to Kendall.
Alec [to Barbara_Janie]: Deductive reasoning then...
Rich says, "Perhaps creating an assignment on instructions...causation."
Barbara [to Alec]: yes, Ari used both
Barbara says, "inductive and deductive"
AlisonP says, "What slide are we on?"
Barbara says, "let's move on to 8"
Rich reads 8.
Barbara says, "For Aristotle, there are 4 causes: material, formal, efficient, and final. "
Barbara says, "As an example, the fact that a log of wood will burn can be viewed as a material cause: the log is made of a material that is flammable. Or maybe it is a formal cause: it is shaped or formed in a way conducive to burning. Or maybe its an efficient cause: someone wanted to be warm and so set light to it. Or maybe it is final cause: a logs purpose is to burn and so it is fulfilling its purpose."
Lennie 's eyes begin to cross
Fawn says, "who decides which cause it is?"
Barbara says, "so we can see causes can be complicated. Or there can be more than one cause"
Gillian says, "[to Barbara] Ari was all about teology (purpose), but modern science does not get into that"
Joel [to Lennie:]: yes, but what caused you eyes to cross???
Time says, "Excellent example in the log!"
Barbara says, "on to 9"
Alec [to Joel]: Hey...go research there. There's a paper there somewhere. :)
Rich [to all]: would you say causes in some way are related to stasis?
Lennie says, "It almost reminds me of how some words and their meaning are ideomatic and determined by context."
Joel [to Alec:]: and a panel presentation!
Barbara [to Gillian]: good point, he wasn't scientific in the modern sense
Barbara says, "It is important to remember that cause = explanation and that Aristotles view was teleological and so there is an emphasis on final cause: purpose"
Alec [to Joel]: I'm with ya there...
Alec [to Rich]: Or even kairos perhaps
Gillian says, "[to Barbara] And this is something we discussed last night"
Rich nods and flips to 9.
Barbara [to Gillian]: yup
Gillian says, "[to Rich] Statis is a theory; so he argues from assumptions"
Barbara says, "ok, so everything has a purpose, there is a design"
Barbara says, "on to 10"
Gillian says, "[to Rich] Ari sounds a lot like he argues from a position of creationism"
Rich nods.
Barbara says, "In the section of Physics we read, Aristotle shows that final causes of natural objects are internal to them; define what they are"
Fawn [to Barbara]: "If everything has a purpose and a design where does chaos theory come in?
Rich says, "Teleological is defined as 'The study of design or purpose in natural phenomena. The use of ultimate purpose or design as a means of explaining phenomena. Belief in or the perception of purposeful development toward an end, as in nature or history. "
AlisonP says, "So--would that help determine their essence?"
Barbara says, "in this slide "end"=final cause"
Alec [to Fawn]: Or Murphy's Law :)
Gillian says, "[to Rich] That's Ari is saying it seems"
Lennie [to Barbara]: Did Ari see a divine will or force behind this purpose or end of all things? 
Barbara [to Fawn]: some see metaphysics as pointing to God. I think you could also see it as big bang or chaos
Barbara [to Lennie]: some interpret that way yes
Rich says, "So, Aristotle is very much interested in purpose..."
Fawn [to Barbara]: "I would argue that it is in opposition to Big Bang
Barbara says, "indeed..purpose. let's go to 11"
Gillian says, "[to Barbara] That's a good point"
Rich [to Fawn]: do argue
Gillian says, "[to Rich] I would say so"
Barbara says, "And so now that Ari has dealt with nature, we come to Metaphysics where Aristotle expands on the concept of causation to human existence and the study of philosophy"
Lennie [to Barbara]: Or did he see that final cause as part of each things essense and so local to that particular object?
Rich says, "flips to 11"
Barbara [to Lennie]: well, if you go up the hierarchy of universals, do you eventually get to god? Some have interpreted metaphysics that way
Fawn [to Rich]: "big Bang is based on one huge explosion which would not be about design or purpose but some huge accident
Rich gets the sense that Aristotle was appeasing his teacher in some way. Saying, 'You're not all wrong, Professor P, but...'
Barbara says, "ok, on to 12"
Fawn [to Rich]: "and now we are fighting in politics about "Intelligent Design" being placed in the schools - back to design and purpose
Joel says, "I thought meta was "above""
Rich [to Fawn]: Plato's view of time is similar to big bang. It at once existed and was caused.
Barbara says, "Ari starts off defining man: Man is capable of knowledge of universals because he can reason. Reason is the essence of man"
AlisonP says, "Sounds reasonable."
Joel [to Rich:]: because it couldn't be derived from "not-being"
Barbara laughs
Fawn [to Joel]: "Thank you Joel
Barbara says, "slide 13"
Rich says, "meta is more like 'later in time or beyond or change'"
Barbara says, "knowledge of universals is wisdom because men who know universals know the cause and purpose of things, not just how to do or make something"
Lennie [to Barbara]: Good quote
Barbara says, "in other words, they know the theory as well as the practice"
Rich nods to Barbara.
Gillian says, "[to Rich] Kind of beyond physics, right?"
AlisonP says, "Yeah, he sort of slammed the manual labor for only being able to lay the bricks, and not understand their use. . ."
Rich nods to Gillian.
Fawn says, "Isnt' that what we TCers do? Theory and practice!!!"
Barbara says, "because knowledge of universals is difficult, abstract, not useful (practical), the study of universals (philosophy) is the highest art, it leads to wisdom"
Barbara [to Fawn]: yes!
Glenn says, "how does purpose or cause relate to humanmade devices?"
Gillian says, "[to Alison] Maybe this is why it didn't occur to Ari to experiment (experimentation takes craftsmanship)"
Lennie [to Barbara]: Hence the heirachy of philosophy over rhetoric...
Barbara [to Lennie]: exactly...good lead in
AlisonP says, "Isn't it interesting that Ari values the "non-useful" studies (math, philosophy) over the applicable studies . . ."
Fawn [to AlisonP]: "and yet he is known as scientific
Joel has always though math non-useful
Barbara [to Glenn]: they'd be efficient causes probably--someone brought them into being
Barbara says, "on to 14"
Lennie [to AlisonP]: That may be some remnant Platonic reasoning getting in there.
AlisonP says, "Good one, Joel."
Barbara says, "Knowledge of universals is theoretical knowledge"
Barbara says, "and 15"
Barbara says, "Theoretical knowledge is the highest form of wisdom"
Fawn says, "I am glad we are in a theory class. I might learn to be wise"
Barbara says, "as Lennie said, hierarchy of knowledge with theoretical at the top"
AlisonP says, "Does sound sort of Platonic."
Rich nods.
Barbara says, "and lastly on to 16"
Gillian says, "[to Fawn] You are already wise!"
Janie [to Barbara:]: but Ari also said that knowing only theory was not as valuable as knowing both theory and practice?
Joel says, "Barb, can you have theoretical knowledge and not practical, in Ari's view?"
Barbara says, "But unlike Plato, Aristotle believed theoretical knowledge was achievable through observation (of particulars/substances) and reasoning/logic; he was what we would loosely call scientific or empirical. For Plato, the search for knowledge is the search for external Forms or ideals that are absolute and achieved through dialectical reasoning (but not based on observation of particulars or substances)"
Fawn [to Gillian]: "Nuts is more like it!
Rich says, "So, techne is knowledge of something; how does that differ from phronesis?"
Gillian says, "[to Fawn] Join the club!"
Barbara [to Joel]: great question. I'd say yes...because theory doesn't come from practice, it comes from reason
Time says, "This is why teaching critical thinking in the TC classroom is so essential (as opposed to just teaching students applicable skills) - and yes, I do see Critical thinking as applicable (I think ya know that to which I refer)."
Barbara says, "The Metaphysics explores what is substance, what is being, and the study of being or first causes and principlesthat is, what is being or its existence and what is its cause"
Lennie [to Rich]: I thought phronesis was wisdom in doing something, in action
Joel [to Barbara:]: ok, makes sense.
Fawn says, "And don't we always say "theory informs practice"
Time says, "... didja see that? I anticipated my audience's reaction"
Rich nods to Lennie. "So, what's the difference between techne and phronesis?
Gillian claps for Time
Barbara says, "and so my final question: where does that leave rhetoric? In Ari's view?"
Lennie [to Rich]: I'm not sure?
Gillian says, "phr. wisdom in determining ends, and the means of attaining them"
Fawn says, "Techne is an art or craft but I'm not sure about Phronesis"
Gillian says, "[to Rich] In phrn there is an indication that you are wise in choosing what to do; in techne you do it"
Kendall says, "It's a hierarchy: theoretical wisdom, productive wisdom (phronesis), and practical wisdom (techne)."
Barbara [to Kendall]: but where's rehtoric in the hierarchy?
Rich [to Kendall]: you've got it
Gillian says, "[to Rich] What about me, boss?"
Time [to Barbara]: - throughoutt?
Rich [to Gillian]: depends on what you mean by means
Kendall says, "Rhetoric is probably not theoretical wisdom although I might argue it's about knowing how to influence an audience hence knowledge of first causes, but Ari probably thinks of it as more in the phronesis category, but I'm not sure."
Gillian says, "Approach or methods; the way you do it"
Joel says, "Rhetoric is a method for discovering knowledge that has no absolute, like choosing a political candidate"
AlisonP says, "I think Ari saw rhetoric as a means of exploring all areas of learning--science, math, literature--it is a means of discovery."
Barbara says, "yes, Ari put rhetoric in with productive knowledge"
Alec [to AlisonP]: Hmmm..."the art of discovering, in a particular case..." :)
Fawn says, "Well rhetoric can be productive in many instances"
Rich says, "http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/episteme-techne/ is pretty good on techne"
Barbara says, "it was one method of reasoning"
Kendall says, "Rhetoric is how to make a speech (phronesis) while techne is delivering it, but maybe I'm not getting into the classical mind set."
Barbara says, "ok, any last questions?"
Time [to Joel]: Just for discovering Knowledge or also for relaying/presenting/projecting?
Rich says, "one has to do with pure knowlege; the other with experience"
AlisonP says, "What is the essence of Aristotle??"
AlisonP says, "Just kidding."
Rich smiles.
Barbara LOL
Alec says, "LOL"
Time says, "nice"
Joel [to Time:]: both, but not a tool for uncovering theoretical knowledge
Lennie [to Rich]: Wow. I just pulled that Stanford page up and it is extensive. 
Gillian claps for B
Rich [to Barbara]: nice work
Gillian says, "Nice presentation, Barbara"
Kendall says, "Even for Ari Dialectic was more about knowledge than rhetoric--correct?"
Fawn [to Barbara]: "great presentation
Alec claps loudly for Barbara
Joel says, "Nice work, Barb. I'm not saying that just because you have a car!"
Janie [to Barbara:]: great job, Barbara
Lennie [to Barbara]: Thanks for tackling this complicated subject. My eyes ares till crossed...
Glenn says, "good job Barbara"
AlisonP says, "Nicely classified and organized and prioritized--very Aristotelian, Barbara."
Rich shares a URL. (http://richrice.com/5364)
<http://richrice.com/5364 >.
Kendall knocks for Barbara.
Rich says, "please scroll down on the syllabus to the last two weeks (9 and 10). If youre TBA there, please shoot me an email with your topic. Thanks. "
Time says, "Great Job, Barbara - thank you"
Rich says, "Ive recently updated our links to include a few more on Aristotle. Two are from Lennie. "
Rich says, "well, you've done it again. You've wasted another perfectly good 90 minutes studying philosophy and classical rhetoric. ;-) I'll revise my PPT on the Poetics this week as a video. Cicero and the Rhetorica ad Herennium next week. Questions?"
AlisonP says, "I'll email you this week."
Rich says, "nice work, Barbara and Alex. Fawn, transcript forthcoming. Questions about papers/projects?"
Lennie says, "Good class tonight. Thank you Alec and Barbara!"
Gillian says, "Reminder: we are meeting Sunday night at 9:00 TX time - great discussions "
AlisonP says, "Gotta go. Hungry kids."
Rich [to Lennie]: Comos is great, btw.
Gillian says, "So far, Lennie, Barbara, Janie and I"
Rich waves to Alison.
AlisonP (asleep) has disconnected.
Fawn [to Rich]: "ok what do I do?
Lennie [to Rich]: It is good. The stanford site is great too. So much to go through...
Rich [to Gillian]: feel free to save transcripts and send them for the class site if you like
Gillian says, "Everyone is invited to join the party (Lennie usually brings beer)"
Rich nods.
Lennie says, "Good night everyone. "
Rich waves.
Alec says, "Woo hoo...I'll bring the chips :)"
Alec says, "Night all..."
Lennie says, "I bring really cold expensive beer too!"
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Gillian says, "[to Rich] Will do"
Alec (asleep) has disconnected.
CynthiaM says, "Good night, all. Great discussion."
Lennie laughs

