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MOO Transcript of June 26, 2006
I: General Conversation: Plato


Rich says, "So, before we get started... do we like Plato or do we think he's an arrogant ancient?"
Barbara says, "arrogant elitist"
Alec says, "Plato's a bit pompous for my tastes."
Kendall says, "I, of course, thinks he's arrogant."
Rich nods to Kendall.
Rich says, "even wading through when he was writing, Plato always reads arrogant to me."
Gillian says, "So, Barbara, what do you think of Plato?"
Alec says, "Reading Plato and then now reading Aristotle, it's a world of difference"
Rich nods to Alec.
Kendall says, "The Republic is very elitist as well."
Barbara [to Gillian]: I think he was arrogant and elitist
CynthiaM says, "Plato was tough for me to get through--just not practical enough for me!"
Rich [to Kendall]: it's like the 'I could tell you but then I'd have to kill you' philosophy.
Alec [to Lennie]: Are you our resident Plato fan?
Kendall [to Rich]: It is! It is!
AlisonP says, "Of course, Plato was a product of his Time . . . (no pun intended)"
Lennie says, "Plato's true identity is the bird dog in Hank the Cowdog"

II: Project Ideas

Rich says, "I'd love to hear about your project ideas."
Rich says, "Let's go one by one"
Rich says, "I'd like to hear about your 20 page paper...."
Rich says, "what you're thinking about it...."
Rich says, "and each of us could offer quick suggestions or aha's."
Gillian’s: 
Gillian says, "I am looking at synchronous discussion in the online clrom."
Rich says, "thoughts for Gillian>?"
Rich [to Gillian]: definitely look at that MOO article
Lennie [to Gillian]: I posted a response to your blog
Joel says, "will video play a part in your paper?"
Gillian says, "[to Lennie] Thanks, I look forward to that."
Gillian says, "[to Joel] No"
Joel says, "I mean as a technique for synchronous discussion"
Gillian says, "I will use video in my ten min. deal"
Lennie [to Gillian]: I think I was suggesting a link between dialectic and synchronous communication.
Janie says, "a paper on innovate this month which discusses moderating discussion"
Barbara [to Gillian]: are you looking at the importance of dialog for learning?
Gillian says, "[to Barbara]Yes, Some people say that without some synchronous discussion, an online class is not legit."
Janie [to Gillian:]: if you havent seen it i can share the address in your blog
Rich says, "Good questions, all. 
AlisonP says, "Gillian, will you consider the absence of non-verbal communication and its effect on the discussion?"
Gillian says, "[to Janie] Yes, I would really appreciate that"
Lennie [to Gillian]: You should get Welch's book and her section on what dialectic meant for Plato and why it was important.
Gillian says, "[to Alison] Absolutely. I will compare and contrast the two                         "Gillian says, "[to Lennie] Would you send me the title?                                                   "Lennie [to Gillian]: The Contemporary Reception of Classical Rhetoric: Appropriations of Ancient Discourse 1990
Janie’s:
Janie says, "Pathos and online teaching""
Rich [to Janie]: and by pathos you're looking at the affective...
Janie says, "yes"
Alec [to Janie]: In terms of how well learning takes place in an online environment when the instructor is perceived as being likeable?
Gillian says, "[to Janie] Do you mean the pathos of the teacher, the students, both?"
Fawn [to Janie]: "or the pathos of the content?
Lennie [to Janie]: Will you link Isocrates and his views about pathos related to teaching and emulation?
Janie [to Alec:]: how to create affective instructional items if that is possible or use media to add an affective component to teaching
Rich [to Janie]: I'm always struck by how much disclosure is appropriate or helpful in online that isn't so in F2F. The rhetoric of disclosure (David Bleich). Doesn't talk about online, but still, interesting.
Gillian says, "[to Janie] That sounds so interesting - kind of what I am doing in my ten min. deal."
Alec [to Janie]: Ahhh....the pathos of the instructional tools. Interesting.
Joel says, "Will this contain some interdisciplinary research from Psych or Soc?"
Joel says, "or Ed?"
Janie [to Rich:]: I've downloaded an article on that
Janie [to Joel:]: not sure yet
Joel’s:
Joel says, "My topic is how Kairos is affected in Weblogs by the digital technologies of storage and network function"
Alec [to Joel]: Now in English please... :)
Rich [to Janie]: could look up my MA thesis for a laugh; the use of webpags in community building, circa 1996
Joel says, "you can change the "opportunity" or meaning of content depending upon how and when blogs are accessed"
Rich [to Joel]: have you see that online book about the blogosphere...?
Lennie [to Joel]: As we have talked about before, I think that invention is definitely affected by this "composing environment/situatedness.
Fawn [to Joel]: "there are different ways to access blogs?
Barbara [to Joel]: for the reader or author?
Rich [to Joel]: URL must have changed--it was http://www.intotheblogosphere.org/
Joel says, "I can still find 2004 political commentary. It isn't much good at this point in time"
Joel [to Rich:]: was that the one with an article by Carolyn Miller?
Rich nods.
Alec [to Fawn]: Yep, we can see a blog on blogger.com or I can have a screen on my website that has that same blog in it, so the viewer not only sees the blog but also my website. At least that's the impression I'm getting here.
Lennie [to Joel]: But then I guess I am seeing things from the rhetor's perspective in the act of composing. Maybe that won't be your focus.
Joel says, "Yes, I've read that"
Joel says, "pretty good stuff"
Rich [to all]: other thoughts for Joel?
Joel [to Fawn:]: It's not so much about accessing as much as timing of the access
Alec [to Joel]: After your "translation," I think that could be a very timely topic.
Gillian says, "[to Joel] I would love to learn more about this - Blogs are new for me"
Fawn’s: 
Fawn says, "Medical Rhetoric: waiting rooms as marketplaces"
Fawn says, "I finally found a connection. "
Rich [to Fawn]: sounds cutting edge
Glenn says, "what kind of marketplace?"
Fawn [to Rich]: "I am not certain. I just found it fascinating when it binged into my head
Lennie [to Fawn]: Where will Classical Rhetoric fit in?
Fawn [to Glenn]: "As in the physician not only sells his services, but his products as well
Joel says, "is there false Rhetoric in that?? :)"
Gillian says, "[to Fawn] Like drugs?"
Fawn [to Lennie]: "I found a booi called The patristic traditions in Economics. Hopefully...
Alec [to Joel]: I was just thinking that same thing!!!!!
Rich [to Joel]: good idea--a sense of believing vs. knowing
Glenn says, "Like the teacher who makes you buy his textbook?"
Rich says, "I believe I'm safe; I know I'm safe."
Fawn [to Joel]: "exactly. You must get rid of such and such to be a happy person and I can sell the services and the products.
Joel says, "or even not knowing about ALL the choices. Not necessarily false, but not the best version of true (if that makes sense)"
Lennie [to Fawn]: It seems like you'd have to determine the connection between the doctor and the products being presented int he weighting room. Does he/she profit in any way monetarily? 
Fawn [to Lennie]: "The two rooms I am looking at do because you pay at the counter. Perhaps they are now the middleman?
Rich [to Fawn]: interesting topic                                                                                    Fawn [to Alison,]: "Historically, Dr.s ground their own medicines and then the pharmacies came in                                                                                                     Kendall [to Fawn]: You should see all the pamphlets on procedures in my daughter's plastic surgeon's office.                                                                                                                                                
AlisonP says, "Does anyone else choose their doctor by the amount of samples given in the office?"                                                                                                                                                                Fawn [to all]: "I am not necessarity talking about kickback, but the rhetorical pamphlets that encourage say...laser hair removal to be happy or botox here and there to be a better person...                                                                                                                                                                     Time says, "It seems pediatricians prescribe just to appease the parents - not for the child's issue."                                                                                                                                                                Lennie [to Fawn--That]: may be different when you are talking about treatment options. 
Janie [to Fawn:]: like the dentist who has pamphlets of smile reconstructions, I think that is waht they call them
Fawn [to Lennie]: "Just looking at the actual artifacts that abound in the waiting rooms plus the cabinets full of lotions and whatnot to sell.                                                                                                                        Lennie says, "The persuasive techniques that drug companies do use on doctors to prescribe their drugs would be very interesting, but there is not money under or over the table to doctors for it. There are other more subtle forms of persuasion."
Kendall’s:
Kendall says, ""I'd like to talk about arrangement and context going from the Sophists to Foucault and talk about how the shift away from information and content to context and arrangement influences technical communicators and the people who teach them."
Rich [to Kendall]: what's the difference between information and content?
Alec [to Kendall]: Wow, impressive topic. And it sounds rather extensive.
Alec [to Kendall]: Almost sounds dissertation-directed
Rich [to Kendall]: you're going to find some great stuff on arrangement
Kendall [to Rich]: none or not much. I guess I think of information as more factual.
Rich [to Kendall]: that makes sense
Rich says, "sophists are about info"
Rich says, "Isocrates about content"
Joel says, "how does Foucault fit in, Kendall?"
Kendall says, "For Foucault truth is highly contextual and societal. And he has the best line ever...to end the tyranny of the signifier."
Rich [to Kendall]: ever read Fouccault's Pendalum?
Rich [to Lennie]: what's your topic?
Joel [to Kendall:]: so you're contrasting absolute truth to contextual?
Lennie says, "ok"
Kendall [to Rich]: no, but it sitting on my shelf....someday with all my extra time...
Rich nods.
Kendall [to Joel]: not really contrasting so much as pointing out what we can do if we don't worry about it.                                                                                                                                                 Joel [to Kendall:]: ok, makes sense
Lennie’s:
Lennie says, "I am going to investigate the connection between Post Process Theory and Classical Rhetoric"
Rich [to Lennie]: do you see kairos playing a role?
Glenn says, "remind me what ppt is again"
Lennie [to Rich]: Kairos? Well, sure. 
Fawn [to Glenn]: "Post Process Theory
Janie [to Lennie:]: I am very interested in continuing to read your blog about how PPT differs from your concept of reflection
Rich agrees with Janie.
Fawn [to Lennie]: "Where can we learn more about PPT?
Lennie [to Glenn]: It is really hard to summarize p-pt. It basically is saying we need to move beyond our thinking about the writing process that we firmed up in the 70s and 80s
Rich says, "Lennie has a very developed understanding of reflection. Really, good stuff. Forward thinking."
Barbara [to Lennie]: move beyond how? move beyond writing as a process?
Lennie says, "There is a good book edited by Kent on Post Process Theory (that's the title)"
Janie [to Lennie:]: would like to hear more about what your understanding of relfection is
Lennie [to Barbara]: It is hard to pin down because the p-pt movement has become like a magnet attracting a host of ideas about writing, may time contradicting each other.
Lennie [to Janie]: I have two long papers on reflection...
Barbara nods
Rich says, "One line of thinking is that there are multiple processes, rather than just THE writing process"
Janie [to Lennie:]: I would like to read those
Fawn [to Rich]: "I would agree with that
Barbara says, "which leads to kairos?"
Lennie says, "ppt says things like the writing act is indeterminate and interpretive and defies "mastery""
Fawn [to Rich]: "I don't have anything to back it up but it makes more sense.
Gillian says, "[to Rich] Well, I think there is a lot to that (based on my own teaching experience)"
Janie [to Rich:]: where does recursiveness fit in/
Rich nods
Lennie says, "They have a big emphasis on the writing act being hermenuitic (interpretive). "
Lennie says, "Basically, I'm going to point out that a lot of these radical idea are rooted in CR."
Fawn [to Lennie]: "Interpretive to the audience? or from the author?
Rich says, "recursivity comes in with new ways of applying ideas...learn an idea, apply it individually in different ways"                                                                                                                                       Lennie [to Fawn]: Since they deny any separation between subject and object, I'd say both--interpretive to audience and rhetor

Time’s:
Time says, "Mnnnn, still not definite (been focusing on the Phaedrus this week). However, I am considering writing on the application of the five canons in the creation of podcasts. Currently, I am thinking on all five, but might focus on just 1 or 2."
Time says, "On a related topic: I'm quite interested in the return to orality in the use of podcasting - I'm sure I can tie in Classical Rhet to that. ALSOOOOooo, I am extremely interested in the egalitarian nature of things like podcasting, blogs, web sites, etc. I could tie that into the isegoria."
Joel says, "Invention really strikes me as the interesting one"
Alec [to Time]: How would they cover memoria?
Rich says, "Of course, delivery...."
Janie [to Time:]: will you concentrate on design or technical aspect?
Fawn [to Time]: "how about second orality that Ong? talks about
Rich [to Time]: I wonder if memory comes with reinforcement--use of podcasts to reinforce ideas
Lennie [to Time]: Memoria plays a part in podcasting too since they are posted for replay--sort of connected to Joel's topic.
Time says, "Yes, invention would be good - also, as Rich noted, no one really looks deeply into Delivery anymore (but are starting to do so again)"
Rich just found a new site about Deadwood, great podcasts
Kendall [to Time]: it's true....delivery is becoming a big deal again.
Time says, "to Janie It depends on what canon, I guess - probably design (or what decisions go into the design)"
Rich [to Time]: might take a look at Yancey's latest book
Time [to Fawn,]: Yes - definitely use Ong
Rich says, "Lennie has it. I haven't read it yet."
Fawn [to Time]: "Was it Ong that talked about secondary orality or Landow?
Joel says, "could go technical or theoretical..."
Lennie [to Rich]: I have cracked the intro--it looks like delivery as in Writing Program delivery.
Rich says, "Might look up Johndan Eiola's work, too... he's both compositionist and radio talk show host."
Rich [to Fawn]: Ong
Joel says, "a bit of a TC rock star, isn't he?"
Rich nods.
Time [to Rich]: Yes, Reinforcement could be an angle (enhances comprehension and retention)?
Rich nods.                                                                                                                                                                         Time [to Alex]: and Lennie Yes, I will certainly look more into Memoria
Barbara’s: 
Barbara says, "I'm looking at the canon of delivery and electronic portfolios used for assessment. perhaps how delivery impacts how they are presented and how they are assessed"
Alec [to Barbara]: Assessment of studnets or departmental assessment?
Rich [to Barbara]: there's a genius named Rich Rice who has done work in this area.
Rich smiles.
Barbara [to Alec]: program assessment using student portfolios
Fawn [to Barbara]: "what are the avenues of delivery for an electronic portfolio
Barbara smiles
Barbara [to Rich]: I know, got the book
Time says, "Yancy's book?"
Barbara [to Fawn]: you mean applications? Powerpoint, web
Janie [to Barbara:]: we recently went through our yearly assessment and we found delivery to be a big problem during our assessment; interesting
Rich [to Barbara]: best thinking being done though, seriously, is by Darren Cambridge
Rich says, "he has a lot written online"
Barbara [to Time]: looking for it. ASU library doesn't have it yet
Joel says, "wait, Time's got the record for citing his own TTU professors...don't break it (Dragga, 2 million times)"
Fawn [to Barbara]: "yes, will you look at specific ones or all of the available ones?
Rich says, "might look at OSP too--open source initiatives"
Alec [to Janie]: I'm on our senate assessment committeee and quite a few programs have that same problem.
Gillian says, "[to Barbara] I may have missed somethng, but are you looking at how you assess students?"
Barbara [to Cambridge?]: Isn't he involved in some sort of national portfolio project?
Rich nods
Rich says, "EPAC"
Rich says, "forgot what it stands for"
Joel says, "is this how assessment is done from a technical standpoint or procedural standpoint?"
Rich says, "internations"
Lennie [to Barbara]: Will you look for issues of assessment in Classical Rhetoric and see how they apply to online portfolio assessment?
Barbara [to Gillian]: at assessing our writing program using student portfolios as evidence. so not classroom assessment
Barbara [to Joel]: more like how the delivery of the portfolio affects the assessment, if that makes sense
Joel says, "online vs. paper?"
Lennie [to Barbara]: I'm hearing a number of these classics talk about "practical wisdom"--perhaps what portfolios enable is a better evaluation context to see if a student has achieved this "faculty." 
Time says, "Ethics Practitioners Association of Canada?"
Barbara [to Joel]: just electronic (anything from powerpoint to online)                                                               Barbara [to Lennie]: good point--I'm interested in that. how the delivery affects how students make choices about the content and the presentation of it

Alison’s
AlisonP says, "I'm interested in exploring the function of narrative in classical rhetoric, and I'm finding a lot of it, and the function of narrative in freshman comp. What does story do? How does it strengthen or weaken rhetoric? What purpose can it serve? (speculation, time travel, etc.)"
Rich [to AlisonP]: very interesting.
Fawn [to AlisonP]: "Have you read "Hamlet on the Hollodeck" Narrative in cyberspace?
Rich [to AlisonP]: narration as knowledge--good phrase to search on
Janie [to Alison:]: Most of my comp instructors don't like teaching narrative
AlisonP says, "No, Fawn--do you recommend it?"
Barbara [to AlisonP]: personal narrative or any type?
Janie [to Alison:]: only the creative writer does
Fawn [to AlisonP]: "I haven't read all of it but it has some general narrative info. that could be used
Lennie [to AlisonP]: That sounds like a very interesting topic!
AlisonP says, "Janie, I think my students are reluctant to write narrative because they don't see its application; once they discover that much of their "support" includes narrative, they go for it."
Rich [to AlisonP]: there's something about narrative coming out of the oral tradition, obviously
AlisonP says, "Yes, Rich. And it seems to be a current trend in many other disciplines. . .
Rich nods to Alison.
Cynthia’s:
CynthiaM says, "I'm looking at the canons of rhetric as a foundaton for a technical writing course for international graduate students."
Gillian says, "[to Cynthia] How so?"
Janie [to Cynthia:]: by foundation do you mean in its design?
Glenn [to CynthiaM]: That is practical--I like it.
AlisonP says, "Do you find that international students are fairly familiar with the canons of rhetoric?"
Lennie [to CynthiaM]: Wow! That sounds like a big project. 
CynthiaM [to Gillian_Janie]: "Yes, in design or as the organizing feature.
Rich [to CynthiaM]: part of an ongoing research agenda, yes?
Kendall says, "How international are your international students? European, Asian? "
Alec [to CynthiaM]: Sounds like it could also lay the foundation for a potential grant to take this project to a much larger scale...
Joel [to Alec:]: good point
CynthiaM says, "Our school has internationals from Asia. They don't seem to get western thinking sometimes."
Gillian says, "[to Cynthia] Kind of going with Kendall here - are you looking at a specific group of students (like from one country)?"
Lennie says, "I'm thinking about some of Kirk's ideas about how intercultural communication works and wonders how the canons fit there."
Time says, "It seems that a number of us are looking at applying the 5 canons to a current topic. Are we all pretty much looking at contructing, building, forming these "other" topics using the model of the 5 canons?"
Rich [to CynthiaM]: so the canons of a hueristic of some sort (or several sorts) to explain technical communication characteristics to international students
AlisonP says, "I thought about an article from 5060--"Good and Original: Plagiarism and Patchwriting by Diane Pecorari--when I read last week's assignment from C&H. It has to do with the idea of emulating good writing by copying . . . and the trouble it can bring to international students."
Kendall [to CynthiaM]: That's what I would think, so it could be a nice model to integrate them into western thinking. Also the Asian idea of ethos is very reflexive.
Rich nods.
Joel says, "the heuristic comment is appropriate. Canons form a model and this model prevents students from plaigiarism"                                                                                                                           Fawn [to AlisonP]: "Kind of ties into tonights reading about learning rhetoric for the sake of learning rhetoric
Rich nods to Fawn.
CynthiaM [to Rich]: "the canons at least would provide a starting point for presenting the rest of the tech comm content.

Alec’s:
Alec says, "here: m going to be looking at the way comics are a visual representation of both oral and literate cultures. My goal is to find some common ground between the two cultures that can be seen in comics. Because there are a plethora of mediums to choose for my analysis, I decided to focus on political cartoons as my medium of choice. "
Rich [to Alec]: have you read much Wysocki?
Rich [to Alec]: or Gunther Kress?
Rich [to Alec]: or Jeff Rice (rhetoric of cool)?
Alec [to Rich]: No to Wysocki, but yes to Kress and his cohorts (van Leuwen, etc.)
Rich nods.
Barbara [to Alec]: current cartoons or are you going to look at them historically?
Rich says, "I'm a big Kress fan."
Gillian says, "[to Alec] You are talking about written, not video, right?"
Time [to Alec]: Rich directed me to a link that (I think) was meant for you - have you seen Eminem's "Without Me" video?
Fawn [to Alec]: "democrat cartoons or rebuplican cartoons????
Alec [to Barbara]: I will probably do a section on historical cartoons but ground it in contemporary cartoons
Rich [to Time]: oh, maybe so, sorry
Lennie [to Alec]: I think they had political cartooning even in ancient Rome.
Time says, "no worries"
Alec [to Gillian]: Yes, drawings in the sunday newspaper cartoons
Alec [to Time]: Yep, I show it in class. Good stuff!
Alec [to Fawn]: I'm an equal opportunity researcher, so both...plus independents. :)
Rich [to all]: other thoughts to Alec (or Cynthia)?
Alec [to Lennie]: Absolutely. Sort of went underground in the medieval period but picked back up in the renaissance
Lennie [to Alec]: Emblems in the medieval/renaissance time are fascinating.
Glenn’s: 
Glenn says, "I'm going to analyze the rhetoric of the upcoming national elections--how the right and the left are trying to capture the center by trying to establish stasis with the "middle" or maybe trying to create and control stasis--politicians use of theory versus practical--when one is more suited for the audience and which topics...as you can see this gets into commonplaces as well and other things. Quite large at the moment; I'm trying to narrow it down this week."
Rich says, "fascinating"
Rich says, "it's all rhetoric"
Joel says, "such a timely topic"
Alec [to Glenn]: Which elections - local or regional?
AlisonP says, "Read an article by Anna Quinlan in Newsweek about this--I think that's who it was. . ."
Gillian says, "[to Glenn] Yes, you must watch the Cobert Report"
Lennie [to Glenn]: Cool topic. Maybe it would be more fruitful to explore how the two sides are avoiding stasis. Or preventing stasis.
Alec [to Glenn]: Or national?
Joel says, "most people are in the middle but the noise is at the extremes"
Glenn [to Alec]: national
Joel [to Lennie_Glenn:]: good point
Fawn [to AlisonP]: "Anna Quinlan the novelist?
AlisonP says, "going for the soccer mom vote?"
Alec [to Joel]: And that's who the candidates cater to (the extremes)...go figure.
AlisonP says, "Yes."
Rich [to Lennie]: good point--preventing stasis...we saw that a lot last time in the national with Kerry
Lennie [to Glenn]: You might want to look into George Lakoff and his conceptual metaphors related to current politics.
Gillian says, "[to Rich] How so?"
Rich [to Glenn]: might even look up Richard Rodriguez's essays on PBS.
Rich [to Gillian]: Kerry, the flip flopper
Glenn [to Lennie]: yes, preventing stasis is a cool topic
Joel [to Alec:]: unfortunately, it's where their money comes from. Middle class people with middle of the road values don't write checks to PACs!
Rich says, "Well, I'm impressed. Everyone's thinking is developing very well. Seeing those connections."
Fawn [to Joel]: "Interesting how we usually throw out or ignore the outliers and swarm to the mean - and this is the reverse
Lennie [to Glenn]: Because if I meet you in stasis it pigeon holes me as a "cut and runner" or a "tax and spender" or something like that. You have to find ways to reframe arguments away from stasis.
Joel [to Fawn:]: yes, but it's all about $$ and influence, not representing the majority                                              Fawn [to Joel]: "exactly, I just saw the reversal as interesting                                                                              Joel [to Fawn:]: yes. very true                                                                                                                                  Joel says, "There is a third party...unfortunately, it's platform is apathy"

III: Janie’s Presentation

Rich shares a URL. (http://www.janiesantoy.com/platosgorgias/index.html)
<http://www.janiesantoy.com/platosgorgias/index.html >.
Rich says, "Janie is up first."
Janie says, "So we are supposed to answer, What is the value of rhetoric?"
Janie says, "as presented in Plato's Gorgias""
Janie says, "I thought it was interesting that critics argue that he is commemorating Socrates in this work"
Janie says, "that Plato is not really presenting his ideas but what he thought Socrates thought""
Glenn says, "or not"
Janie says, "You may have to scroll a bit to see all the info"
Lennie [to Janie]: Should we click through each of the menu topics?
Janie says, "Let’s look at the back ground"
Lennie nods
Fawn [to Janie]: "Is this a web site we could look at later?
Rich [to Fawn]: linked in through our class site
Fawn nods
Janie says, "critics argue Plato was influenced by what was going on around him"
Lennie [to Janie]: This site has wonderful visual appeal.
Alec says, "Very rich and thorough site. I like it"
Rich says, "the social background is so important with Greek thought"
Janie says, "corrupt government, death of Socrates which influenced Platos thought"
Gillian says, "This is great, Janie"
Janie says, "thanks""
Rich says, "Plato is a player hater"
Janie says, "So I'm going to take you through the major concepts of Plato's Gorgias""
Janie says, "First Question"
Gillian says, "[to Rich] What do you mean?"
Lennie [to Rich]: player hater?
Rich has clicked on players
Janie says, "the players page provides the characters"
Gillian says, "Got it now"
Janie says, "What is the value of rhetoric? "
Janie says, "according to Socrates"
Rich says, "a knack"
Fawn says, "habituate"
Gillian says, "A step closer to truth"
Janie says, "look at the rhetoric page "
Lennie [to Janie]: Value? or do you mean the "function of his art?" Why value?
Rich says, "cookery"
Janie [to Lennie:]: right. Why is it important?
Gillian says, "Medicine"
Gillian says, "I thought that Socrates (Plato) saw rhetoric as something that needed to be viewed as a way to the truth (rather than a way to win an argument). Anyone?"
Lennie says, "Gorgias says function of rhetoric is the ability to persuade with speeches, effecting persuasion in the minds of an audience. (Even if you don't know anything about the subject...)."
Janie says, "Gorgias argues that rhetoric is the greatest power because it allows one to rule over others"
Glenn says, "it's value is the power to control and get what you want"
Lennie says, "Callicles takes this "power" to a scary extreme."
Rich says, "Ideally, the king should be a philosopher."
Glenn says, "yet, you can only get what you know the masses will give"
Janie [to Gillian:]: according to Socrates, you cant achieve real knowledge through rhetoric
CynthiaM says, "Since power is the goal, truth doesn't matter so much"
Joel says, "you can see how this is a harbinger for things in "The Republic""
Janie [to Glenn:]: which Socrates claim is no real value at all
Gillian says, "[to Janie] Okay, but doesn't he believe that you need to use rhetoric to convey real knowledge?"
Alec [to CynthiaM]: Gee...sounds like modern politics to me.
Gillian says, "Or am I lost in the woods here?"
Rich [to Joel]: it's no wonder that Hitler loved 'The Republic'
CynthiaM [to Alec]: "a little scary, huh?
Janie [to Gillian:]: an important aspect to this piece is defining rhetoric
Alec [to CynthiaM]: Very!
Joel [to Rich:]: so true
Rich [to Alec]: notice the 'here' link at the bottom of Janie's Rhetoric page
Gillian says, "[to Janie] Yes, and I am trying to understand (not questioning you)"
Janie [to Gillian:]: and rhetoric is not defined as an art and thus cannot convey real knowledge
Alec [to Rich]: Oh wow, I didn't see that. The link was small on my page. Very interesting read... 
Lennie says, "Plato does say that there are two kinds of persuasion--one providing belief and one providing knowledge. Plato doubted rhetoric’s ability to instruct in matters of right and wrong (knowledge)."
Fawn [to Janie]: "so...if rhetoric were defined as an art it could convey real knowledge?
Janie says, "So if we cannot use rhetoric to lead what can we use""
Rich says, "violence/power"
Fawn [to Janie]: "Our transcendental selves??
Janie [to Fawn:]: according to Socrates definition
Gillian says, "[to Lennie] I thought what he really disliked was people using rhetoric just for the purpose of winning an argument; am I totally off here?"
Joel [to Lennie:]: Ari backed off on the distrust of Rhetoric and gave it more merit 
Lennie [to Gillian]: I think you are on track.
Joel says, "dialectic"
Glenn [to Janie]: for Plato we have to rely on knowledge--people are only bad or wrong because they are ignorant
Gillian says, "[to Lennie] But he (Plato) did not believe that rhetoric could be used to convey knowledge?"
Janie [to Glenn:]: "right and one thing they are ignorant about is what is good versus what feels good
Janie says, "which takes us to the power page""
Glenn [to Gillian]: Truth can't be communicated, only understood
Lennie [to Joel]: I would say that Plato distrusts a kind of rhetoric but not all rhetoric. He puts highest value on dialectic. It is part of the Heritage School to pigeon hole Plato as anti-rhetorical. 
Time says, "That's knowing vs. believing"
Janie says, "Polus argues that to lead one must have power"
Gillian says, "[to Glenn] Are you sure? Who made up that rule?"
Janie says, "which leads Socrates to define what power is"
Glenn [to Gillian]: Plato
Rich [to Gillian]: That's from Plato.
Janie shares a URL. (http://www.janiesantoy.com/platosgorgias/Power.html)
<http://www.janiesantoy.com/platosgorgias/Power.html >.
Gillian says, "[to Rich] I didn't get that."
Joel glad since his presentation lacks good pictures like Janie's
Barbara says, "if every man is his own ruler, then who leads the state or community and how? "
Time [to Gillian]: I think that rule comes from the fact that there is no absolute truth - since all truth is perceived by the individual, it can never be fully communicated
Gillian says, "[to Rich] I thought he was saying that you could use rhetoric to communicate truth, am I completely off base?"
Rich [to Janie]: so, do orators have power or not?
Janie says, "Socrates redefines what it means to have power"
Janie says, "and doing what others want is not power"
Janie says, "and leading others falsely is not power"
Janie says, "so orators do not have power"
Rich [to Gillian]: Truth is a feltsense. To tell or share it is to do so with language, which approximates that feltsense and somewhat mitigates it.
Janie says, "because they lead through persuasion or false rhetoric"
Rich feels powerless all of a sudden.
Gillian says, "[to Rich] I thought I understood this - so frustrating"
Lennie [to Gillian]: Plato thought that dialectical inquiry would lead to truth--rhetoric was intertwined with dialectic because it was through rhetoric that effective dialectic was enacted. (This is Welch stuff.)
Rich [to Gillian]: keep at it. Janie, where does justice fit in?
Alec [to Gillian]: Frustration is a good thing. It means you're trying to make sense of it and processing it from a contemporary perspective. :)
Janie says, "let’s look at the justice page"
Rich [to Alec]: good point
Janie says, "if an orator leads someone falsely they are doing wrong or being unjust"
Joel [to Gillian:]: part of it is terms. Plato has a problem with Rhetoric as he defines it in terms of the Sophists... 
Janie says, "which Socrates equates to evil"
AlisonP says, "So, according to Socrates, OJ is not a happy man."
Janie [to Alison:]: right, because he has not paid his debt
Fawn [to AlisonP]: "good point
Janie [to Alison:]: that is if you believe he is guilty
Lennie says, "That's funny because I thought of OJ in this context."
Joel says, "well, he is if he's innocent..cause you know, the glove didn't fit..."
Gillian says, "[to Alison] Because Socrates (Plato) thought it was better to die for the right reasons then to live if you have wronged the state?"
Fawn [to Gillian]: "I understood it to be more individual than that
AlisonP says, "This seems to imply human conscience. . ."
Gillian says, "[to Fawn] What do you mean?"
Janie [to Alison:]: yes, which Socrates defines as virtue
Kendall says, "This definitely fits the unexamined life is not worth living mold."
Janie says, "a wrong doer cannot be happy until he is justly punished"
Glenn [to AlisonP]: not conscience, knowledge
Fawn [to Gillian]: "Well, more about a person's feeling about himself rather than worried about the state.
Fawn [to Gillian]: "Like the King he wrote about 
Janie says, "Only when he has paid his penalty can he get close to achieving happiness""
Fawn [to Gillian]: "looking for the Kings name...
Janie says, "let’s look at temperance"
AlisonP says, "So, who says what's right and wrong??"
Gillian says, "[to Fawn] I was thinking of the section from Gorgias where Polus is talking about how it is better to have your eyes burned out..."
AlisonP says, "And is what's right for you also right for me?"
Rich says, "ah, Callicles"
Janie [to Alison:]: as defined by Socrates what is good/beneficial for society not for the individual
Janie says, "Callicles believes that to live a good life is to get everything you want"
Janie says, "very modern idea"
Rich reads the leaky jar meatphor as he reaches for another Dorito.
Fawn [to Rich]: "Is a meatphor a little stronger than a metaphor?
Rich says, "embrace the typo"
Alec [to Fawn]: It's just juicier
Fawn [to Alec]: "full of protein?
Glenn [to AlisonP]: no one says; you just know; and we will all know the same--once we all know
Janie says, "But for Socrates temperance is better because our excessive desires can lead us to harm others"
AlisonP says, "Ah, now I know."
Alec [to Fawn]: Well I like my metaphors medium rare, so probably. ;-)
Rich [to Glenn]: I wonder if that's a feature or limitation of dialectic itself--genre/form determining content
Time says, ""The leaky jar Meataphor" Too fitting!!!!! 
Glenn [to Rich]: hmmm...more on that?
Fawn [to Janie]: "I wonder if we could teach our teenagers about temperance and excessive desires.
Rich says, "is there happiness, Janie, in just doing good?"
Lennie [to Janie]: I fit Callicles into the paradigm of "might makes right"--if you win through persuasion them you are obviously right. Win at all cost rhetoric.
Janie [to Rich:]: according to Socrates yes, that is the ultimate happiness
Lennie says, "...then you are obviously right."
Rich says, "the form of engaging with another tends to lend itself toward one upmanship, rather than just being virtuous"
Janie [to Lennie:]: which means you will be harming others, or being evil
Joel says, "so Gates does evil with XP, but triumphs with his foundation :)"
Lennie [to Janie]: Callicles doesn't seem concerned about harming others.
Janie [to Lennie:]: which ultimately means you cannot be happy
Lennie nods!
Janie [to Lennie:]: right. I'm not sure Socrates convinced him, either
Rich [to janice]: so, Socrates' truth differs from Callicles' truth how?
Rich [to Janie]: that is
Joel [to Alec:]: I'm not even a mac-head
Janie says, "Socrates is trying to redefine what is good"
Joel says, "redefine or define?"
Janie says, "good is doing what is right not what feels good, or is beneficial for one"
Fawn [to Janie]: "would that be good rhetoric?
Janie says, "good is not equal to pleasant""
Lennie [to Janie]: I looked in Booth's Rhetoric of Rhetoric. He calls this "Win-Rhetoric"--eristic, intent to win at all costs.
Janie says, "remember he defined rhetoric as pleasant"
Fawn [to Lennie]: "the sports teams of America must have that book!
Janie [to Lennie:]: which Socrates argued is bad for the soul
Lennie says, "Yes."
Glenn [to Fawn]: not the soccer team
Janie says, "Socrates central question is what character one should have...what should be one's pursuits and up to what point""
Fawn [to Glenn]: "oh Glenn...
Glenn says, "team"
Rich wonders, then, what rhetoric can and should be used for, since, ultimately, it's a bit lesser than Truth.
Joel [to Glenn:]: they have "Chicken Soup is good for the Soul"
Janie says, "so he is saying we need to be just, temperate"
Fawn [to Joel]: "good point
AlisonP says, "I think Ben Franklin said all of this again a few centuries later . . ."
Fawn says, "but doesn't Socrates himself use rhetoric?"
Janie [to Rich:]: according to Socrates, rhetoric can be used to reveal wrongdoing and seek just punishment
Lennie says, "From Janie's Virtue slide: "the just rhetor should use rhetoric to reveal injustices and seek penalty""
Janie [to Rich:]: it asks you to turn yourself in, confess
Lennie grins
Janie says, "Lets go to the virtue slide"
Rich confesses.
Janie says, "to be happy one must be virtuous"
Janie says, "which means being temperate"
Janie says, "being just"
Gillian says, "[to Janie] And that's kind of what Plato was driving at in Gorg. right?"
Janie says, "not speaking falsely"
Lennie wonders about the context in Plato's life that led him to give rhetoric this prime purpose.
Rich [to Janie]: very interesting point, "verbal revolution"
Joel says, "probably his involvement with state affairs"
Joel says, "politics"
Janie [to Lennie:]: critics argue that Plato is trying...
Janie says, "see Politics slide"
AlisonP says, "Okay, help me out here--we've been crediting Socrates with all of this, but it's really Plato's version of Socrates, right?"
Gillian says, "[to Janie] And I got the impression that Plato (Socrates) was also saying that it is better to die than to do the wrong thing, yes?"
Janie [to Gillian:]: yes
Barbara says, "verbal revolution?"
Janie [to Lennie:]: that he was trying to reconcile Socrates death
Gillian says, "[to Barbara] What do you mean?"
Fawn [to AlisonP]: "yes, Plato writes the stuff but has Socrates as a character
Janie says, "and asking those responsible to seek just punishment"
Alec [to AlisonP]: He used Socrates as his mouthpiece. If the reader / listener didn't like the idea, Plato blamed Socrates (it's a character). If they agreed, then it was Plato's thoughts. I read that somewhere (can't remember source...sorry) and thought it was wild...
Barbara says, "Rich said something about verbal revolution being an interesting point"
Gillian says, "okay"
Lennie [to Janie]: Very interesting. Verbal revolution.
Barbara says, "not sure what that is"
Rich [to Janie]: can you talk about that?
Janie [to Barbara:]: botton of Politics slide
Barbara nods
Rich says, "is Plato, here, then, supporting the sustainability of orality over text?"
Janie says, "He is arguing that what was done to Socrates was unjust and those responsible should be punished"
Rich says, "perhaps through text?"
Rich [to Janie]: So, in a way, the purpose of the Gorgias, is similar to that of Isocrates' Antidosis--justifies the educational approach. It's a treatise of sorts?
Lennie [to Rich]: Both
Fawn says, "Is he trying to shame those that killed Socrates?"
Janie [to Rich:]: yes, some critics argue that this piece was written for Isocrates
Janie [to Fawn:]: yes
Rich says, "I think it's interesting because he's literally arguing both sides, using both genres (oral dialogue and text), and in a way is correct either way."
Gillian says, "[to Rich] I was supposed to remind you that I will edit this weeks Moo transcript"
Rich nods
Janie says, "I know this was a lot of info"
Janie says, "sorry if it was too much"
Rich says, "excellent job--very thorough"
Gillian says, "Great job, Janie"
Fawn [to Janie]: "Great job
Lennie says, "Plato is hard to summarize."
Joel says, "I have last week’s transcript. Do you want it?"
Alec claps.
Barbara says, "thanks Janie, really good presentation"
Joel [to Janie:]: nice job
Rich nods to Joel.
Kendall says, "Excellent!"
Lennie [to Janie]: Great job and great site!!!
Janie says, "thanks"
Alec [to Janie]: Kudos on the site.
Rich says, "So, the Gorgias leads us through rhetoric as a form of power that is best if using justice, temperance, and virtue"
Time Great job, Janie - very thorough... applause
Rich says, "Let's take a look at the sched real quick"
Gillian says, "[to Janie] Very informative"
Glenn says, "Yes, nicely done, janie"
Rich shares a URL. (http://www.faculty.english.ttu.edu/rice/5364/#schedule)
<http://www.faculty.english.ttu.edu/rice/5364/#schedule >.
Rich says, "We have a change"
Rich says, "Let's continue with Platonic Man next week"
Rich says, "Might read Aristotle for next week, knowing that we won't get through everything."
Lennie looks with interest at the changes.
Time says, "I have one small request: for those of us who wish to share our IM addresses with the class, can we do so now"
Rich says, "ricrice2000"
Time says, "thbarrow_ttu"
Alec [to Rich]: Should I be prepared to go for next week or should I do it for the following week?
Barbara says, "barb_dangelo"
Lennie says, "lirvin_satx "
Glenn says, "gtdayley"
Kendall says, "kendallkaye"
Joel says, "joelakline"
Janie says, "janiesantoy"
Alec says, "sorry...don't have one :("
Fawn says, "cmusick"
Kendall [to Fawn]: speaking of IM, let's talk after class.
Rich says, "Okay, nice work tonight. This is thick reading, and difficult to MOO over."
Gillian says, "oh yea, I think it is gillianandersen50"
Rich says, "We'll review Phaedrus and Sophist first thing next week, and move into Aristotle."
Joel [to Gillian:]: can you imagine learning all this without synchronicity?
Rich nods. Of course, we've all ready Plato now.
Gillian says, "[to Rich] Another chance to attempt to understand"
Rich smiles.
Fawn [to Gillian]: "Attempt is better than giving up
Rich says, "it becomes more clear with the Phaedrus"
Alec [to Gillian]: Aristotle is much more straightforward and easier to comprehend. 
Rich nods.
Alec [to Gillian]: He's list happy!
Rich [to Alec]: ever read _Sorting Things Out_?
Rich says, "a modern day Aristotle"
Lennie says, "I gained a better appreciation for Plato this time around. He really SHOWS his ideas in how he writes."
Alec [to Rich]: No, I haven't. Who's the author?
Rich [to Alec]: Susan Leigh Starr (http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0262522950/002-8768055-4234459?v=glance&n=283155)
Janie [to Lennie:]: I agree which is something I didn’t cover in presentation


End Transcript

